
Exodus 25:9, 40
“According to all that I show you, that is, 
the pattern of the tabernacle and the pat-
tern of all its furnishings, just so you shall 
make it.”

“And see to it that you make them accord-
ing to the pattern which was shown you 
on the mountain.”

Great Controversy, 413
“ ‘Now of the things which we have spo-
ken this is the sum: We have such an High 
Priest, who is set on the right hand of the 
throne of the Majesty in the heavens; a 
Minister of the sanctuary, and of the true 
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and 
not man.’ Hebrews 8:1, 2.

“Here is revealed the sanctuary of the new 
covenant.”

Foundation and Pillarsof the Christian Faith
The 

The Sanctuary  
of the New Covenant

Daniel 8:14
“And he said to me, ‘For two thousand 
three hundred days; then the sanctuary 
shall be cleansed.’ ”

Great Controversy, 417
“The question, What is the sanctuary? is 
clearly answered in the Scriptures. The 
term ‘sanctuary,’ as used in the Bible, re-
fers, first, to the tabernacle built by Moses, 
as a pattern of heavenly things; and, sec-
ondly, to the ‘true tabernacle’ in heaven, 
to which the earthly sanctuary pointed. 
At the death of Christ the typical service 
ended. The ‘true tabernacle’ in heaven is 
the sanctuary of the new covenant. And 
as the prophecy of Daniel 8:14 is fulfilled 
in this dispensation, the sanctuary to 
which it refers must be the sanctuary of 
the new covenant. At the termination of 
the 2300 days, in 1844, there had been 
no sanctuary on earth for many centuries. 
Thus the prophecy, ‘Unto two thousand 
and three hundred days; then shall the 
sanctuary be cleansed,’ unquestionably 
points to the sanctuary in heaven.”

Hebrews 9:23, 24
“Therefore it was necessary that the copies 
of the things in the heavens should be pu-
rified with these, but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices than 
these. For Christ has not entered the holy 
places made with hands, which are copies 
of the true, but into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us.”

Daniel 7:10
“A fiery stream issued and came forth 
from before Him. A thousand thousands 

ministered to Him; ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before Him. The court 
was seated, and the books were opened.”

Revelation 11:19 
“Then the temple of God was opened in 
heaven, and the ark of His covenant was 
seen in His temple. And there were light-
nings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, 
and great hail.”

Letter 208, 1906; Evangelism, 221
“The correct understanding of the minis-
tration in the heavenly sanctuary is the 
foundation of our faith.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 356
“As has been stated, the earthly sanctuary 
was built by Moses according to the pat-
tern shown him in the mount. It was ‘a 
figure for the time then present, in which 
were offered both gifts and sacrifices;’ its 
two holy places were ‘patterns of things 
in the heavens;’ Christ, our great High 
Priest, is ‘a minister of the sanctuary, and 
of the true tabernacle, which the Lord 
pitched, and not man.’ Hebrews 9:9, 23; 
8:2. As in vision the apostle John was 
granted a view of the temple of God in 
heaven, he beheld there ‘seven lamps of 
fire burning before the throne.’ He saw an 
angel ‘having a golden censer; and there 
was given unto him much incense, that 
he should offer it with the prayers of all 
saints upon the golden altar which was 
before the throne.’ Revelation 4:5; 8:3. 
Here the prophet was permitted to be-
hold the first apartment of the sanctuary 
in heaven; and he saw there the ‘seven 
lamps of fire’ and the ‘golden altar’ repre
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sented by the golden candlestick and the 
altar of incense in the sanctuary on earth. 
Again, ‘the temple of God was opened’ 
(Revelation 11:19), and he looked within 
the inner veil, upon the holy of holies. 
Here he beheld ‘the ark of His testament’ 
(Revelation 11:19), represented by the 
sacred chest constructed by Moses to 
contain the law of God.”

Great Controversy, 414, 415
“The matchless splendor of the earthly 
tabernacle reflected to human vision the 
glories of that heavenly temple where 
Christ our forerunner ministers for us be-
fore the throne of God. The abiding place 
of the King of kings, where thousand thou-
sands minister unto Him, and ten thou-
sand times ten thousand stand before 
Him (Daniel 7:10); that temple, filled with 
the glory of the eternal throne, where 
seraphim, its shining guardians, veil their 
faces in adoration, could find, in the most 
magnificent structure ever reared by hu-
man hands, but a faint reflection of its 
vastness and glory. Yet important truths 
concerning the heavenly sanctuary and 
the great work there carried forward for 
man’s redemption were taught by the 
earthly sanctuary and its services. …

“Thus those who were studying the sub-
ject found indisputable proof of the ex-
istence of a sanctuary in heaven. Moses 
made the earthly sanctuary after a pat-
tern which was shown him. Paul teaches 
that that pattern was the true sanctuary 
which is in heaven. And John testifies that 
he saw it in heaven.

“In the temple in heaven, the dwelling place 
of God, His throne is established in righ-
teousness and judgment. In the most holy 
place is His law, the great rule of right by 
which all mankind are tested. The ark that 
enshrines the tables of the law is covered 
with the mercy seat, before which Christ 
pleads His blood in the sinner’s behalf.”

Great Controversy, 423
“The subject of the sanctuary was the key 
which unlocked the mystery of the disap-
pointment of 1844. It opened to view a 
complete system of truth, connected and 
harmonious, showing that God’s hand 
had directed the great advent movement 
and revealing present duty as it brought 
to light the position and work of His peo-
ple. … Light from the sanctuary illumined 
the past, the present, and the future. 
They knew that God had led them by His 
unerring providence.”

Great Controversy, 488
“Those who would share the benefits of 
the Saviour’s mediation should permit 
nothing to interfere with their duty to 
perfect holiness in the fear of God. The 
precious hours, instead of being given to 
pleasure, to display, or to gain seeking, 
should be devoted to an earnest, prayer-
ful study of the word of truth. The sub-
ject of the sanctuary and the investigative 
judgment should be clearly understood 
by the people of God. All need a knowl-
edge for themselves of the position and 
work of their great High Priest. Otherwise 
it will be impossible for them to exercise 
the faith which is essential at this time or 

to occupy the position which God designs 
them to fill.”

Revelation 14:12
“Here is the patience of the saints; here 
are those who keep the commandments 
of God and the faith of Jesus.”
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