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Preface
A Treatise from Inspiration

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path.” Psalm 119:105.

“The central theme of the Bible, the theme about 
which every other in the whole book clusters, is 
the redemption plan, the restoration in the hu-
man soul of the image of God. From the first 
intimation of hope in the sentence pronounced 
in Eden to that last glorious promise of the 
Revelation, ‘They shall see His face; and His 
name shall be in their foreheads’ (Revelation 
22:4), the burden of every book and every pas-
sage of the Bible is the unfolding of this won-
drous theme,—man’s uplifting,—the power of 
God, ‘which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’ 1 Corinthians 15:57.

“He who grasps this thought has before him 
an infinite field for study. He has the key that 
will unlock to him the whole treasure house of 
God’s word.” Education, 125, 126.

As we study inspiration we find so clearly out-
lined the cosmic struggle between God and 
Satan, good and evil, righteousness and un-
righteousness, and we learn of the mighty plan 



of God and His only Son, Jesus, to provide 
a means of escape from the curse and conse-
quence of sin. How true the word that he who 
understands that God’s covenant to redeem 
man is the central theme of the Bible has “the 
key that will unlock to him the whole treasure 
house of God’s word.”

So, dear reader, it is the deep, earnest, candid 
study of the new covenant, the plan of redemp-
tion,—the foundation of the Christian’s faith—
and its application to our hearts and lives that is 
the first goal and purpose of this series of book-
lets. The second goal and purpose is to gain a 
deep understanding of the pillars of our faith 
that, along with the foundation, give solidity 
and strength to our faith. 

May you study through the lens, the magnify-
ing glass of the new covenant, God’s wonder-
ful plan of redemption, to restore in the human 
soul His own image. May God be with you, and 
His Holy Spirit be your Teacher and Guide.

* Thought questions at the end of the book



5The Sanctuary of the New Covenant

Booklet #2
The Sanctuary of the New Covenant

Hebrews 8:1, 2

“Now this is the main point of the things we 
are saying: we have such a High Priest, who is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanc-
tuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord 
erected, and not man.”

The Great Controversy, 413
“ ‘Now of the things which we have spoken 
this is the sum: We have such an High Priest, 
who is set on the right hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens; a Minister of the 
sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the 
Lord pitched, and not man.’ Hebrews 8:1, 2.

“Here is revealed the sanctuary of the new cov-
enant.”

Daniel 8:14

“And he said to me, ‘For two thousand three 
hundred days; then the sanctuary shall be 
cleansed.’ ”
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The Great Controversy, 417
“The question, What is the sanctuary? is clearly 
answered in the Scriptures. The term ‘sanctu-
ary,’ as used in the Bible, refers, first, to the 
tabernacle built by Moses, as a pattern of heav-
enly things; and, secondly, to the ‘true taber-
nacle’ in heaven, to which the earthly sanctu-
ary pointed. At the death of Christ the typical 
service ended. The ‘true tabernacle’ in heaven is 
the sanctuary of the new covenant. And as the 
prophecy of Daniel 8:14 is fulfilled in this dis-
pensation, the sanctuary to which it refers must 
be the sanctuary of the new covenant. At the 
termination of the 2300 days, in 1844, there 
had been no sanctuary on earth for many cen-
turies. Thus the prophecy, ‘Unto two thousand 
and three hundred days; then shall the sanctu-
ary be cleansed,’ unquestionably points to the 
sanctuary in heaven.”

Hebrews 9:9

“It was symbolic for the present time in which 
both gifts and sacrifices are offered which can-
not make him who performed the service per-
fect in regard to the conscience.”

Hebrews 9:23, 24

“Therefore it was necessary that the copies of 
the things in the heavens should be purified 
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with these, but the heavenly things themselves 
with better sacrifices than these. For Christ has 
not entered the holy places made with hands, 
which are copies of true, but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God for us.”

Revelation 4:5

“And from the throne proceeded lightnings, 
thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire 
were burning before the throne, which are the 
seven Spirits of God.”

Revelation 8:3

“Then another angel, having a golden censer, 
came and stood at the altar. He was given much 
incense, that he should offer it with the prayers 
of all the saints upon the golden altar which 
was before the throne.”

Revelation 11:19 

“Then the temple of God was opened in heav-
en, and the ark of His covenant was seen in 
His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, 
thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 356
“As has been stated, the earthly sanctuary was 
built by Moses according to the pattern shown 
him in the mount. It was ‘a figure for the time 
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then present, in which were offered both gifts 
and sacrifices;’ its two holy places were ‘pat-
terns of things in the heavens;’ Christ, our great 
High Priest, is ‘a minister of the sanctuary, and 
of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, 
and not man.’ Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:2. As in vi-
sion the apostle John was granted a view of 
the temple of God in heaven, he beheld there 
‘seven lamps of fire burning before the throne.’ 
He saw an angel ‘having a golden censer; and 
there was given unto him much incense, that 
he should offer it with the prayers of all saints 
upon the golden altar which was before the 
throne.’ Revelation 4:5; 8:3. Here the prophet 
was permitted to behold the first apartment of 
the sanctuary in heaven; and he saw there the 
‘seven lamps of fire’ and the ‘golden altar’ repre-
sented by the golden candlestick and the altar 
of incense in the sanctuary on earth. Again, ‘the 
temple of God was opened’ (Revelation 11:19), 
and he looked within the inner veil, upon the 
holy of holies. Here he beheld ‘the ark of His 
testament’ (Revelation 11:19), represented by 
the sacred chest constructed by Moses to con-
tain the law of God.”

Hebrews 9:1-3

“Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordi-
nances of divine service and the earthly sanctu-
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ary. For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, 
in which was the lampstand, the table, and the 
showbread, which is called the sanctuary; and 
behind the second veil, the part of the taber-
nacle which is called the Holiest of All.”

Exodus 25:9, 40

“According to all that I show you, that is, the 
pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all 
its furnishings, just so you shall make it.” “And 
see to it that you make them according to the 
pattern which was shown you on the mountain.”

Hebrews 8:5

“Who serve the copy and shadow of the heav-
enly things, as Moses was divinely instructed 
when he was about to make the tabernacle. For 
He said, ‘See that you make all things according 
to the pattern shown you on the mountain.’ ”

The Great Controversy, 412-414
“After the settlement of the Hebrews in Canaan, 
the tabernacle was replaced by the temple of 
Solomon, which, though a permanent structure 
and upon a larger scale, observed the same pro-
portions, and was similarly furnished. In this 
form the sanctuary existed—except while it lay 
in ruins in Daniel’s time—until its destruction 
by the Romans, in A.D. 70. 
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“This is the only sanctuary that ever existed on 
the earth, of which the Bible gives any infor-
mation. This was declared by Paul to be the 
sanctuary of the first covenant. But has the new 
covenant no sanctuary? 

“Turning again to the book of Hebrews, the 
seekers for truth found that the existence of 
a second, or new-covenant sanctuary, was im-
plied in the words of Paul already quoted: ‘Then 
verily the first covenant had also ordinances of 
divine service, and a worldly sanctuary [He-
brews 9:1].’ And the use of the word ‘also’ in-
timates that Paul has before made mention of 
this sanctuary. Turning back to the beginning 
of the previous chapter, they read: ‘Now of the 
things which we have spoken this is the sum: 
We have such an High Priest, who is set on the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens; a Minister of the sanctuary, and of the 
true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and 
not man.’ Hebrews 8:1, 2.

“Here is revealed the sanctuary of the new cov-
enant. The sanctuary of the first covenant was 
pitched by man, built by Moses; this is pitched 
by the Lord, not by man. In that sanctuary 
the earthly priests performed their service; in 
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this, Christ, our great High Priest, ministers at 
God’s right hand. One sanctuary was on earth, 
the other is in heaven. 

“Further, the tabernacle built by Moses was 
made after a pattern. The Lord directed him: 
‘According to all that I show thee, after the pat-
tern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all 
the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make 
it.’ And again the charge was given, ‘Look that 
thou make them after their pattern, which was 
showed thee in the mount.’ Exodus 25:9, 40. 
And Paul says that the first tabernacle ‘was a 
figure for the time then present, in which were 
offered both gifts and sacrifices;’ that its holy 
places were ‘patterns of things in the heavens;’ 
that the priests who offered gifts according to 
the law served ‘unto the example and shadow of 
heavenly things,’ and that ‘Christ is not entered 
into the holy places made with hands, which 
are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God for us.’ 
Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:5; 9:24. 

“The sanctuary in heaven, in which Jesus minis-
ters in our behalf, is the great original, of which 
the sanctuary built by Moses was a copy.”
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Daniel 7:10

“A fiery stream issued and came forth from be-
fore Him. A thousand thousands ministered to 
Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before Him. The court was seated, and the 
books were opened.”

The Great Controversy, 414, 415
“The matchless splendor of the earthly taber-
nacle reflected to human vision the glories of 
that heavenly temple where Christ our forerun-
ner ministers for us before the throne of God. 
The abiding place of the King of kings, where 
thousand thousands minister unto Him, and 
ten thousand times ten thousand stand before 
Him (Daniel 7:10); that temple, filled with the 
glory of the eternal throne, where seraphim, its 
shining guardians, veil their faces in adoration, 
could find, in the most magnificent structure 
ever reared by human hands, but a faint reflec-
tion of its vastness and glory. Yet important 
truths concerning the heavenly sanctuary and 
the great work there carried forward for man’s 
redemption were taught by the earthly sanctu-
ary and its services. 

“The holy places of the sanctuary in heaven 
are represented by the two apartments in the 
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sanctuary on earth. As in vision the apos-
tle John was granted a view of the temple of 
God in heaven, he beheld there ‘seven lamps 
of fire burning before the throne.’ Revelation 
4:5. He saw an angel ‘having a golden censer; 
and there was given unto him much incense, 
that he should offer it with the prayers of all 
saints upon the golden altar which was before 
the throne.’ Revelation 8:3. Here the prophet 
was permitted to behold the first apartment of 
the sanctuary in heaven; and he saw there the 
‘seven lamps of fire’ and ‘the golden altar,’ repre-
sented by the golden candlestick and the altar 
of incense in the sanctuary on earth. Again, ‘the 
temple of God was opened’ (Revelation 11:19), 
and he looked within the inner veil, upon the 
holy of holies. Here he beheld ‘the ark of His 
testament,’ represented by the sacred chest con-
structed by Moses to contain the law of God. 

“Thus those who were studying the subject 
found indisputable proof of the existence of a 
sanctuary in heaven. Moses made the earthly 
sanctuary after a pattern which was shown 
him. Paul teaches that that pattern was the true 
sanctuary which is in heaven. And John testi-
fies that he saw it in heaven.
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“In the temple in heaven, the dwelling place of 
God, His throne is established in righteousness 
and judgment. In the most holy place is His law, 
the great rule of right by which all mankind are 
tested. The ark that enshrines the tables of the 
law is covered with the mercy seat, before which 
Christ pleads His blood in the sinner’s behalf.”

The Great Controversy, 488
“Those who would share the benefits of the 
Saviour’s mediation should permit nothing to 
interfere with their duty to perfect holiness 
in the fear of God. The precious hours, in-
stead of being given to pleasure, to display, or 
to gain seeking, should be devoted to an ear-
nest, prayerful study of the word of truth. The 
subject of the sanctuary and the investigative 
judgment should be clearly understood by the 
people of God. All need a knowledge for them-
selves of the position and work of their great 
High Priest. Otherwise it will be impossible for 
them to exercise the faith which is essential at 
this time or to occupy the position which God 
designs them to fill.”

The Great Controversy, 488, 489
“All who have received the light upon these sub-
jects are to bear testimony of the great truths 
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which God has committed to them. The sanctu-
ary in heaven is the very center of Christ’s work 
in behalf of men. It concerns every soul living 
upon the earth. It opens to view the plan of re-
demption, bringing us down to the very close 
of time and revealing the triumphant issue of 
the contest between righteousness and sin. It is 
of the utmost importance that all should thor-
oughly investigate these subjects and be able to 
give an answer to everyone that asketh them a 
reason of the hope that is in them. 

“The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in the 
sanctuary above is as essential to the plan of sal-
vation as was His death upon the cross. By His 
death He began that work which after His res-
urrection He ascended to complete in heaven.”

The Great Controversy, 423
“The subject of the sanctuary was the key which 
unlocked the mystery of the disappointment 
of 1844. It opened to view a complete system 
of truth, connected and harmonious, showing 
that God’s hand had directed the great advent 
movement and revealing present duty as it 
brought to light the position and work of His 
people. … Now in the holy of holies they again 
beheld Him, their compassionate High Priest, 
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soon to appear as their king and deliverer. Light 
from the sanctuary illumined the past, the pres-
ent, and the future. They knew that God had 
led them by His unerring providence.”

Letter 208, 1906; Evangelism, 221
“The correct understanding of the ministration 
in the heavenly sanctuary is the foundation of 
our faith.”

Counsels on Sabbath School Work, 12, 13
“The Sabbath school should be a place where 
the jewels of truth are searched for and rescued 
from their environment of error, and placed in 
their true setting in the framework of the gos-
pel. Precious gems of truth, long lost sight of, 
are now to be restored to the children of God. 
The themes of justification by faith, the righ-
teousness of Christ, should be presented in our 
schools, that the youth and children may un-
derstand these important subjects, and teachers 
and scholars may know the way of salvation. Sa-
cred and eternal principles connected with the 
plan of salvation have long been lost from sight, 
but they must be restored to their proper place 
in the plan of salvation, and made to appear in 
their heavenly light, and penetrate the moral 
darkness in which the world is enshrouded.”
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Hebrews 9:1

“Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordi-
nances of divine service and the earthly sanctu-
ary.”

Matthew 25:1-13

“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened 
to ten virgins who took their lamps and went 
out to meet the bridegroom. Now five of them 
were wise, and five were foolish. Those who 
were foolish took their lamps and took no oil 
with them, but the wise took oil in their ves-
sels with their lamps. But while the bridegroom 
was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.

“And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the 
bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ 
Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their 
lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there 
should not be enough for us and you; but go 
rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went in with 
him to the wedding; and the door was shut.

“Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 
‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ But he answered and 
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said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know 
you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man 
is coming.”

The Great Controversy, 427, 428
“In the parable it was those that had oil in their 
vessels with their lamps that went in to the 
marriage. Those who, with a knowledge of the 
truth from the Scriptures, had also the Spirit 
and grace of God, and who, in the night of 
their bitter trial, had patiently waited, searching 
the Bible for clearer light—these saw the truth 
concerning the sanctuary in heaven and the 
Saviour’s change in ministration, and by faith 
they followed Him in His work in the sanctu-
ary above. And all who through the testimony 
of the Scriptures accept the same truths, fol-
lowing Christ by faith as He enters in before 
God to perform the last work of mediation, and 
at its close to receive His kingdom—all these 
are represented as going in to the marriage.”

The Great Controversy, 393, 394
“The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 
also illustrates the experience of the Adventist 
people. In Matthew 24 … He spoke of His 
coming in His kingdom, and related the par-
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able describing the two classes of servants who 
look for His appearing. Chapter 25 opens with 
the words: ‘Then shall the kingdom of heaven 
be likened unto ten virgins.’ Here is brought to 
view the church living in the last days, the same 
that is pointed out in the close of chapter 24. 
In this parable their experience is illustrated by 
the incidents of an Eastern marriage. 

“ ‘Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened 
unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and 
went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of 
them were wise, and five were foolish. They that 
were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil 
with them: but the wise took oil in their vessels 
with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, 
they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight 
there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh; go ye out to meet him.’

“The coming of Christ, as announced by the 
first angel’s message, was understood to be rep-
resented by the coming of the bridegroom. The 
widespread reformation under the proclama-
tion of His soon coming, answered to the going 
forth of the virgins. In this parable, as in that 
of Matthew 24, two classes are represented. All 
had taken their lamps, the Bible, and by its light 
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had gone forth to meet the Bridegroom. But 
while ‘they that were foolish took their lamps, 
and took no oil with them,’ ‘the wise took oil in 
their vessels with their lamps.’ The latter class 
had received the grace of God, the regenerating, 
enlightening power of the Holy Spirit, which 
renders His word a lamp to the feet and a light 
to the path. In the fear of God they had studied 
the Scriptures to learn the truth, and had ear-
nestly sought for purity of heart and life. These 
had a personal experience, a faith in God and 
in His word, which could not be overthrown 
by disappointment and delay. Others ‘took 
their lamps, and took no oil with them.’ They 
had moved from impulse. Their fears had been 
excited by the solemn message, but they had 
depended upon the faith of their brethren, sat-
isfied with the flickering light of good emotions, 
without a thorough understanding of the truth 
or a genuine work of grace in the heart. These 
had gone forth to meet the Lord, full of hope 
in the prospect of immediate reward; but they 
were not prepared for delay and disappoint-
ment. When trials came, their faith failed, and 
their lights burned dim.”
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The Review and Herald, November 27, 
1883; Evangelism, 223
“Our faith in reference to the messages of the 
first, second, and third angels was correct. The 
great way-marks we have passed are immov-
able. Although the hosts of hell may try to tear 
them from their foundation, and triumph in 
the thought that they have succeeded, yet they 
do not succeed. These pillars of truth stand firm 
as the eternal hills, unmoved by all the efforts of 
men combined with those of Satan and his host. 
We can learn much, and should be constantly 
searching the Scriptures to see if these things 
are so. God’s people are now to have their eyes 
fixed on the heavenly sanctuary, where the fi-
nal ministration of our great High Priest in 
the work of the judgment is going forward,—
where he is interceding for his people.”

Revelation 14:12

“Here is the patience of the saints; here are those 
who keep the commandments of God and the 
faith of Jesus.”

The Great Controversy, 593, 594
“Those who endeavor to obey all the command-
ments of God will be opposed and derided. They 
can stand only in God. In order to endure the 
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trial before them, they must understand the will 
of God as revealed in His word; they can honor 
Him only as they have a right conception of 
His character, government, and purposes, and 
act in accordance with them. None but those 
who have fortified the mind with the truths 
of the Bible will stand through the last great 
conflict. To every soul will come the searching 
test: Shall I obey God rather than men? The 
decisive hour is even now at hand. Are our feet 
planted on the rock of God’s immutable word? 
Are we prepared to stand firm in defense of the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus 
[Revelation 14:12]?”

The Review and Herald, November 27, 
1883; Evangelism, 222, 223
“As a people, we should be earnest students of 
prophecy; we should not rest until we become 
intelligent in regard to the subject of the sanc-
tuary, which is brought out in the visions of 
Daniel and John. This subject sheds great light 
on our present position and work, and gives 
us unmistakable proof that God has led us in 
our past experience. It explains our disappoint-
ment in 1844, showing us that the sanctuary to 
be cleansed was not the earth, as we had sup-
posed, but that Christ then entered into the 
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most holy apartment of the heavenly sanctu-
ary, and is there performing the closing work 
of his priestly office, in fulfillment of the words 
of the angel to the prophet Daniel, ‘Unto two 
thousand and three hundred days; then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed.’ ”

The Great Controversy, 417

“At the death of Christ the typical service ended. 
The ‘true tabernacle’ in heaven is the sanctuary of 
the new covenant. And as the prophecy of Dan-
iel 8:14 is fulfilled in this dispensation, the sanc-
tuary to which it refers must be the sanctuary 
of the new covenant. At the termination of the 
2300 days, in 1844, there had been no sanctuary 
on earth for many centuries. Thus the prophecy, 
‘Unto two thousand and three hundred days; 
then shall the sanctuary be cleansed,’ unques-
tionably points to the sanctuary in heaven.”

Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 7, 17 
(1905), Evangelism, 224, 225

“The time is near when the deceptive powers of 
satanic agencies will be fully developed. On one 
side is Christ, who has been given all power in 
heaven and earth. On the other side is Satan, 
continually exercising his power to allure, to 
deceive with strong, spiritualistic sophistries, to 
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remove God out of the places that He should 
occupy in the minds of men.

“Satan is striving continually to bring in fanciful 
suppositions in regard to the sanctuary, degrad-
ing the wonderful representations of God and 
the ministry of Christ for our salvation into 
something that suits the carnal mind. He re-
moves its presiding power from the hearts of 
believers, and supplies its place with fantastic 
theories invented to make void the truths of 
the atonement, and destroy our confidence in 
the doctrines which we have held sacred since 
the third angel’s message was first given. Thus 
he would rob us of our faith in the very mes-
sage that has made us a separate people, and has 
given character and power to our work.”
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Thought Questions

1. Where is the sanctuary of the eternal 
gospel—the new covenant—located? 
Hebrews 8:1, 2. 
  See pp 5-23

2. What two names are given to this 
sanctuary in heaven?  
  See pp 5, 6, 10

3. Of what was the earthly sanctuary a 
copy, and what was its purpose? 
  See pp 6, 11-13

4. Who is the High Priest in the “true 
tabernacle,” of the sanctuary of the new 
covenant in heaven? 
  See pp 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14-16, 21

5. When did the earthly sanctuary and its 
services come to an end? 
  See pp 6, 15, 23

6. How many apartments are there in 
the sanctuary of the new covenant in 
heaven? 
  See pp 12, 13



7. To which apartment of the heavenly 
sanctuary did Jesus go when He 
ascended to heaven after His 
resurrection? 
  See p 8 (See also booklet 3)

8. What piece of furniture was located 
in the second apartment? What was 
inside this piece of furniture? 
  See pp 13, 14

9. What knowledge did the wise virgins 
have that allowed them to attend the 
wedding feast? 
  See pp 18, 20


