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Preface
A Treatise from Inspiration

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path.” Psalm 119:105.

“The central theme of the Bible, the theme about 
which every other in the whole book clusters, is 
the redemption plan, the restoration in the hu-
man soul of the image of God. From the first 
intimation of hope in the sentence pronounced 
in Eden to that last glorious promise of the 
Revelation, ‘They shall see His face; and His 
name shall be in their foreheads’ (Revelation 
22:4), the burden of every book and every pas-
sage of the Bible is the unfolding of this won-
drous theme,—man’s uplifting,—the power of 
God, ‘which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’ 1 Corinthians 15:57.

“He who grasps this thought has before him 
an infinite field for study. He has the key that 
will unlock to him the whole treasure house of 
God’s word.” Education, 125, 126.

As we study inspiration we find so clearly out-
lined the cosmic struggle between God and 
Satan, good and evil, righteousness and un-
righteousness, and we learn of the mighty plan 



of God and His only Son, Jesus, to provide 
a means of escape from the curse and conse-
quence of sin. How true the word that he who 
understands that God’s covenant to redeem 
man is the central theme of the Bible has “the 
key that will unlock to him the whole treasure 
house of God’s word.”

So, dear reader, it is the deep, earnest, candid 
study of the new covenant, the plan of redemp-
tion,—the foundation of the Christian’s faith—
and its application to our hearts and lives that is 
the first goal and purpose of this series of book-
lets. The second goal and purpose is to gain a 
deep understanding of the pillars of our faith 
that, along with the foundation, give solidity 
and strength to our faith. 

May you study through the lens, the magnify-
ing glass of the new covenant, God’s wonder-
ful plan of redemption, to restore in the human 
soul His own image. May God be with you, and 
His Holy Spirit be your Teacher and Guide.

* Thought questions at the end of the book
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Daniel 8:14

“And he said to me, ‘For two thousand three hun-
dred days; then the sanctuary shall be cleansed.’ ”

The Great Controversy, 409
“The scripture which above all others had been 
both the foundation and the central pillar of 
the advent faith was the declaration: ‘Unto two 
thousand and three hundred days; then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed.’ Daniel 8:14.” 

Exodus 25:8, 9, 40

“And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may 
dwell among them. According to all that I 
show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle 
and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you 
shall make it. 

“And see to it that you make them according 
to the pattern which was shown you on the 
mountain.” 

Acts 7:44

“Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in 
the wilderness, as He appointed, instructing 

(5)
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Moses to make it according to the pattern that 
he had seen.”

Hebrews 6:17-20

“Thus God, determining to show more abun-
dantly to the heirs of promise the immutability 
of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by 
two immutable things, in which it is impossible 
for God to lie, we might have strong consola-
tion, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the 
hope set before us. 

“This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and steadfast, and which enters the 
Presence behind the veil, where the forerunner 
has entered for us, even Jesus, having become 
High Priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 371
“The Abrahamic covenant was ratified by the 
blood of Christ, and it is called the ‘second,’ or 
‘new,’ covenant, because the blood by which it 
was sealed was shed after the blood of the first 
covenant. That the new covenant was valid in 
the days of Abraham is evident from the fact 
that it was then confirmed both by the promise 
and by the oath of God—the ‘two immutable 



7The Foundation  and Central Pillar - Daniel 8:14

things, in which it was impossible for God to 
lie.’ Hebrews 6:18.”

Hebrews 7:15-28

“And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness 
of Melchizedek, there arises another priest who 
has come, not according to the law of a fleshly 
commandment, but according to the power of 
an endless life. For He testifies: ‘You are a priest 
forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 

“For on the one hand there is an annulling of 
the former commandment because of its weak-
ness and unprofitableness, for the law made 
nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the 
bringing in of a better hope, through which we 
draw near to God. 

“And inasmuch as He was not made priest with-
out an oath (for they have become priests with-
out an oath, but He with an oath by Him who 
said to Him: ‘The Lord has sworn and will not 
relent, “You are a priest forever according to the 
order of Melchizedek” ’), by so much more Jesus 
has become a surety of a better covenant. 

“Also there were many priests, because they 
were prevented by death from continuing. But 
He, because He continues forever, has an un-
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changeable priesthood. Therefore He is also 
able to save to the uttermost those who come 
to God through Him, since He always lives to 
make intercession for them. 

“For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who 
is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sin-
ners, and has become higher than the heavens; 
who does not need daily, as those high priests, 
to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and 
then for the people’s, for this He did once for 
all when He offered up Himself. For the law 
appoints as high priests men who have weak-
ness, but the word of the oath, which came after 
the law, appoints the Son who has been per-
fected forever.”

Hebrews 8:1-6

“Now this is the main point of the things we 
are saying: we have such a High Priest, who is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanc-
tuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord 
erected, and not man. 

“For every high priest is appointed to offer 
both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is neces-
sary that this One also have something to offer. 
For if He were on earth, He would not be a 
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priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts 
according to the law; who serve the copy and 
shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was 
divinely instructed when he was about to make 
the tabernacle. For He said, ‘See that you make 
all things according to the pattern shown you 
on the mountain.’ But now He has obtained a 
more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also 
Mediator of a better covenant, which was es-
tablished on better promises.”

The Great Controversy, 413

“ ‘Now of the things which we have spoken 
this is the sum: We have such an High Priest, 
who is set on the right hand of the throne of 
the Majesty in the heavens; a Minister of the 
sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the 
Lord pitched, and not man.’ Hebrews 8:1, 2.

“Here is revealed the sanctuary of the new cov-
enant. The sanctuary of the first covenant was 
pitched by man, built by Moses; this is pitched 
by the Lord, not by man. In that sanctuary 
the earthly priests performed their service; in 
this, Christ, our great High Priest, ministers at 
God’s right hand. One sanctuary was on earth, 
the other is in heaven.”



10 Foundation and Pillars of the Christian Faith

Hebrews 9:1-5

“Then indeed, even the first covenant [the word 
covenant is not in the original] had ordinanc-
es of divine service and the earthly sanctuary. 
For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in 
which was the lampstand, the table, and the 
showbread, which is called the sanctuary; and 
behind the second veil, the part of the taberna-
cle which is called the Holiest of All, which had 
the golden censer and the ark of the covenant 
overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were 
the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron’s rod 
that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; 
and above it were the cherubim of glory over-
shadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we 
cannot now speak in detail.”

The Great Controversy, 411
“The sanctuary to which Paul here refers was the 
tabernacle built by Moses at the command of 
God as the earthly dwelling place of the Most 
High. ‘Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I 
may dwell among them’ (Exodus 25:8).”

Hebrews 9:6-15

“Now when these things had been thus prepared, 
the priests always went into the first part of the 
tabernacle, performing the services. But into 
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the second part the high priest went alone once 
a year, not without blood, which he offered for 
himself and for the people’s sins committed in 
ignorance; the Holy Spirit indicating this, that 
the way into the Holiest of All was not yet 
made manifest while the first tabernacle was 
still standing. It was symbolic for the present 
time in which both gifts and sacrifices are of-
fered which cannot make him who performed 
the service perfect in regard to the conscience—
concerned only with foods and drinks, various 
washings, and fleshly ordinances imposed until 
the time of reformation. 

“But Christ came as High Priest of the good 
things to come, with the greater and more per-
fect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, 
not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats 
and calves, but with His own blood He entered 
the Most Holy Place once for all, having ob-
tained eternal redemption. For if the blood of 
bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprin-
kling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of 
the flesh, how much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God? And for this reason He is the Mediator 
of the new covenant, by means of death, for the 
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redemption of the transgressions under the first 
covenant, that those who are called may receive 
the promise of the eternal inheritance.”

Hebrews 9:21-24

“Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both 
the tabernacle and all the vessels of the minis-
try. And according to the law almost all things 
are purified with blood, and without shedding 
of blood there is no remission. 

“Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the 
things in the heavens should be purified with 
these, but the heavenly things themselves with 
better sacrifices than these. For Christ has not 
entered the holy places made with hands, which 
are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now 
to appear in the presence of God for us.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 356, 357
“As has been stated, the earthly sanctuary was 
built by Moses according to the pattern shown 
him in the mount. It was ‘a figure for the time 
then present, in which were offered both gifts 
and sacrifices;’ its two holy places were ‘patterns 
of things in the heavens;’ Christ, our great High 
Priest, is ‘a minister of the sanctuary, and of the 
true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and 
not man.’ Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:2. …
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“Moses made the earthly sanctuary, ‘according 
to the fashion that he had seen.’ Paul declares 
that ‘the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the 
ministry,’ when completed, were ‘the patterns of 
things in the heavens.’ Acts 7:44; Hebrews 9:21, 
23. And John says that he saw the sanctuary in 
heaven. That sanctuary, in which Jesus minis-
ters in our behalf, is the great original, of which 
the sanctuary built by Moses was a copy.”

The Great Controversy, 413, 417
“The Lord directed him: ‘According to all that 
I show thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, 
and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, 
even so shall ye make it.’ And again the charge 
was given, ‘Look that thou make them after their 
pattern, which was showed thee in the mount.’ 
Exodus 25:9, 40. And Paul says that the first 
tabernacle ‘was a figure for the time then present, 
in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices;’ 
that its holy places were ‘patterns of things in 
the heavens;’ that the priests who offered gifts 
according to the law served ‘unto the example 
and shadow of heavenly things,’ and that ‘Christ 
is not entered into the holy places made with 
hands, which are the figures of the true; but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 
God for us.’ Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:5; 9:24.”
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“In Hebrews 9 the cleansing of both the earthly 
and the heavenly sanctuary is plainly taught. 
‘Almost all things are by the law purged with 
blood; and without shedding of blood is no 
remission. It was therefore necessary that the 
patterns of things in the heavens should be pu-
rified with these [the blood of animals]; but the 
heavenly things themselves with better sacri-
fices than these’ (Hebrews 9:22, 23), even the 
precious blood of Christ.”

Hebrews 9:25-28

“Not that He should offer Himself often, as the 
high priest enters the Most Holy Place every 
year with blood of another—He then would 
have had to suffer often since the foundation of 
the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, 
He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of Himself. And as it is appointed for men to 
die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ 
was offered once to bear the sins of many. To 
those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear 
a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.”

The Great Controversy, 423
“The subject of the sanctuary was the key which 
unlocked the mystery of the disappointment 
of 1844. It opened to view a complete system 
of truth, connected and harmonious, showing 
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that God’s hand had directed the great advent 
movement and revealing present duty as it 
brought to light the position and work of His 
people. … Now in the holy of holies they again 
beheld Him, their compassionate High Priest, 
soon to appear as their king and deliverer. Light 
from the sanctuary illumined the past, the pres-
ent, and the future. They knew that God had 
led them by His unerring providence.”

The Great Controversy, 489
“The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in 
the sanctuary above is as essential to the plan 
of salvation as was His death upon the cross. 
By His death He began that work which af-
ter His resurrection He ascended to complete 
in heaven. We must by faith enter within the 
veil, ‘whither the forerunner is for us entered.’ 
Hebrews 6:20. There the light from the cross of 
Calvary is reflected. There we may gain a clearer 
insight into the mysteries of redemption. The 
salvation of man is accomplished at an infinite 
expense to heaven; the sacrifice made is equal 
to the broadest demands of the broken law of 
God. Jesus has opened the way to the Father’s 
throne, and through His mediation the sincere 
desire of all who come to Him in faith may be 
presented before God.”
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Daniel 8:9-14

“And out of one of them came a little horn 
which grew exceedingly great toward the south, 
toward the east, and toward the Glorious Land. 
And it grew up to the host of heaven; and it cast 
down some of the host and some of the stars to 
the ground, and trampled them. He even ex-
alted himself as high as the Prince of the host; 
and by him the daily sacrifices were taken away, 
and the place of His sanctuary was cast down. 
Because of transgression, an army was given 
over to the horn to oppose the daily sacrifices; 
and he cast truth down to the ground. He did 
all this and prospered. 

“Then I heard a holy one speaking; and anoth-
er holy one said to that certain one who was 
speaking, ‘How long will the vision be, con-
cerning the daily sacrifices and the transgression 
of desolation, the giving of both the sanctuary 
and the host to be trampled underfoot?’ 

“And he said to me, ‘For two thousand three hun-
dred days; then the sanctuary shall be cleansed.’ ”

Early Writings, 74, 75

“Then I saw in relation to the ‘daily’ (Daniel 
8:12) that the word ‘sacrifice’was supplied by 
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man’s wisdom, and does not belong to the text, 
and that the Lord gave the correct view of it to 
those who gave the judgment hour cry.”

Daniel 8:14 – NASB

“He said to me, ‘For 2,300 evenings and morn-
ings; then the holy place will be properly re-
stored.’ ”

Daniel 8:14 – RSV

“And he said to him, ‘For two thousand and 
three hundred evenings and mornings; then the 
sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.’ ”

Daniel 8:14 – NIV

“He said to me, ‘It will take 2,300 evenings and 
mornings; then the sanctuary will be reconse-
crated.’ ”

Ezekiel 37:26-28

“Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with 
them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant 
with them; I will establish them and multiply 
them, and I will set My sanctuary in their midst 
forevermore. My tabernacle also shall be with 
them; indeed I will be their God, and they shall 
be My people. The nations also will know that I, 
the Lord, sanctify Israel, when My sanctuary is 
in their midst forevermore.”
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Christ Opens the Holy Place of the  
Sanctuary in Heaven

John 20:16, 17 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to 
Him, ‘Rabboni!’ (which is to say, Teacher). 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Do not cling to Me, for I have 
not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My 
brethren and say to them, “I am ascending to 
My Father and your Father, and to My God 
and your God.” ’ ”

Isaiah 13:12

“I will make a mortal more rare than fine gold, 
a man more than the golden wedge of Ophir.”

The Desire of Ages, 790
“But now in His own familiar voice Jesus said 
to her, ‘Mary.’ Now she knew that it was not a 
stranger who was addressing her, and turning 
she saw before her the living Christ. In her joy 
she forgot that He had been crucified. Spring-
ing toward Him, as if to embrace His feet, she 
said, ‘Rabboni.’ But Christ raised His hand, say-
ing, Detain Me not; ‘for I am not yet ascended 
to My Father: but go to My brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend unto My Father, and your 
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Father; and to My God, and your God [ John 
20:16,17].’ And Mary went her way to the dis-
ciples with the joyful message.

“Jesus refused to receive the homage of His 
people until He had the assurance that His sac-
rifice was accepted by the Father. He ascended 
to the heavenly courts, and from God Himself 
heard the assurance that His atonement for the 
sins of men had been ample, that through His 
blood all might gain eternal life. The Father 
ratified the covenant made with Christ, that 
He would receive repentant and obedient men, 
and would love them even as He loves His Son. 
Christ was to complete His work, and fulfill 
His pledge to ‘make a man more precious than 
fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of 
Ophir.’ Isaiah 13:12. All power in heaven and 
on earth was given to the Prince of Life, and 
He returned to His followers in a world of sin, 
that He might impart to them of His power 
and glory.”

The Acts of the Apostles, 38, 39
“Christ’s ascension to heaven was the signal 
that His followers were to receive the promised 
blessing. For this they were to wait before they 
entered upon their work. When Christ passed 
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within the heavenly gates, He was enthroned 
amidst the adoration of the angels. As soon as 
this ceremony was completed, the Holy Spirit 
descended upon the disciples in rich currents, 
and Christ was indeed glorified, even with 
the glory which He had with the Father from 
all eternity. The Pentecostal outpouring was 
Heaven’s communication that the Redeemer’s 
inauguration was accomplished. According to 
His promise He had sent the Holy Spirit from 
heaven to His followers as a token that He 
had, as priest and king, received all authority 
in heaven and on earth, and was the Anointed 
One over His people.”

Revelation 4:1-11

“After these things I looked, and behold, a door 
standing open in heaven. And the first voice 
which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with 
me, saying, ‘Come up here, and I will show you 
things which must take place after this.’ 

“Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a 
throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne. 
And He who sat there was like a jasper and a 
sardius stone in appearance; and there was a 
rainbow around the throne, in appearance like 
an emerald. Around the throne were twenty-
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four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-
four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and 
they had crowns of gold on their heads. And 
from the throne proceeded lightnings, thun-
derings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were 
burning before the throne, which are the seven 
Spirits of God. 

“Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like 
crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and 
around the throne, were four living creatures 
full of eyes in front and in back. The first liv-
ing creature was like a lion, the second living 
creature like a calf, the third living creature had 
a face like a man, and the fourth living creature 
was like a flying eagle. The four living creatures, 
each having six wings, were full of eyes around 
and within. And they do not rest day or night, 
saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
Who was and is and is to come!’ 

“Whenever the living creatures give glory and 
honor and thanks to Him who sits on the 
throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-
four elders fall down before Him who sits on 
the throne and worship Him who lives for-
ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying: ‘You are worthy, O Lord, To re-
ceive glory and honor and power; for You cre-
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ated all things, and by Your will they exist and 
were created.’ ”

Revelation 5:1-14

“And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat 
on the throne a scroll written inside and on 
the back, sealed with seven seals. Then I saw 
a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 
‘Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose 
its seals?’ And no one in heaven or on the earth 
or under the earth was able to open the scroll, 
or to look at it. 

“So I wept much, because no one was found 
worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look 
at it. But one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not 
weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David, has prevailed to open the 
scroll and to loose its seven seals.’ 

“And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the 
throne and of the four living creatures, and in 
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though 
it had been slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent 
out into all the earth. Then He came and took 
the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat 
on the throne. Now when He had taken the 
scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-
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four elders fell down before the Lamb, each 
having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, 
which are the prayers of the saints. And they 
sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take 
the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were 
slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your 
blood out of every tribe and tongue and people 
and nation, and have made us kings and priests 
to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.’ 

“Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many 
angels around the throne, the living creatures, 
and the elders; and the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands, saying with a loud voice: ‘Worthy is 
the Lamb who was slain to receive power and 
riches and wisdom, and strength and honor and 
glory and blessing!’ 

“And every creature which is in heaven and on 
the earth and under the earth and such as are in 
the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: 
‘Blessing and honor and glory and power be to 
Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, 
forever and ever!’ 

“Then the four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’ And 
the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped 
Him who lives forever and ever.”
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Revelation 1:12-16

“Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with 
me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands, and in the midst of the seven lamp-
stands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a 
garment down to the feet and girded about the 
chest with a golden band. His head and hair 
were white like wool, as white as snow, and His 
eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine 
brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice 
as the sound of many waters; He had in His 
right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went 
a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance 
was like the sun shining in its strength.”

Matthew 28:20

“ ‘Teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.’ Amen.”

The Desire of Ages, 830, 831
“Upon reaching the Mount of Olives, Jesus led 
the way across the summit, to the vicinity of 
Bethany. Here He paused, and the disciples 
gathered about Him. Beams of light seemed 
to radiate from His countenance as He looked 
lovingly upon them. He upbraided them not 
for their faults and failures; words of the deep-
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est tenderness were the last that fell upon their 
ears from the lips of their Lord. With hands 
outstretched in blessing, and as if in assurance 
of His protecting care, He slowly ascended 
from among them, drawn heavenward by a 
power stronger than any earthly attraction. As 
He passed upward, the awe-stricken disciples 
looked with straining eyes for the last glimpse 
of their ascending Lord. A cloud of glory hid 
Him from their sight; and the words came 
back to them as the cloudy chariot of angels 
received Him, ‘Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world [Matthew 28:20].’ 
At the same time there floated down to them 
the sweetest and most joyous music from the 
angel choir.”

The Desire of Ages, 832
“Christ had ascended to heaven in the form of 
humanity. The disciples had beheld the cloud 
receive Him. The same Jesus who had walked 
and talked and prayed with them; who had 
broken bread with them; who had been with 
them in their boats on the lake; and who had 
that very day toiled with them up the ascent of 
Olivet,—the same Jesus had now gone to share 
His Father’s throne.”
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The Desire of Ages, 833
“All heaven was waiting to welcome the Saviour 
to the celestial courts. As He ascended, He led 
the way, and the multitude of captives set free 
at His resurrection followed. The heavenly host, 
with shouts and acclamations of praise and ce-
lestial song, attended the joyous train.”

John 19:30

“So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He 
said, ‘It is finished!’ and bowing His head, He 
gave up His spirit.”

John 17:24

“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave 
Me may be with Me where I am, that they may 
behold My glory which You have given Me; 
for You loved Me before the foundation of the 
world.”

Ephesians 1:6

“To the praise of the glory of His grace, by 
which He made us accepted in the Beloved.”

Psalm 85:10

“Mercy and truth have met together; righteous-
ness and peace have kissed.”
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Hebrews 1:6

“But when He again brings the firstborn into 
the world, He says: ‘Let all the angels of God 
worship Him.’ ”

The Desire of Ages, 833-835
“Then the portals of the city of God are opened 
wide, and the angelic throng sweep through the 
gates amid a burst of rapturous music.  

“There is the throne, and around it the rainbow 
of promise. There are cherubim and seraphim. 
The commanders of the angel hosts, the sons 
of God, the representatives of the unfallen 
worlds, are assembled. The heavenly council be-
fore which Lucifer had accused God and His 
Son, the representatives of those sinless realms 
over which Satan had thought to establish his 
dominion,—all are there to welcome the Re-
deemer. They are eager to celebrate His triumph 
and to glorify their King. 

“But He waves them back. Not yet; He cannot 
now receive the coronet of glory and the royal 
robe. He enters into the presence of His Father. 
He points to His wounded head, the pierced 
side, the marred feet; He lifts His hands, bear-
ing the print of nails. He points to the tokens of 
His triumph; He presents to God the wave sheaf, 
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those raised with Him as representatives of that 
great multitude who shall come forth from the 
grave at His second coming. He approaches the 
Father, with whom there is joy over one sinner 
that repents; who rejoices over one with sing-
ing. Before the foundations of the earth were 
laid, the Father and the Son had united in a 
covenant to redeem man if he should be over-
come by Satan. They had clasped Their hands in 
a solemn pledge that Christ should become the 
surety for the human race. This pledge Christ 
has fulfilled. When upon the cross He cried out, 
‘It is finished,’ He addressed the Father. The 
compact had been fully carried out. Now He 
declares: Father, it is finished. I have done Thy 
will, O My God. I have completed the work of 
redemption. If Thy justice is satisfied, ‘I will that 
they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with 
Me where I am.’ John 19:30; 17:24.

“The voice of God is heard proclaiming that 
justice is satisfied. Satan is vanquished. Christ’s 
toiling, struggling ones on earth are ‘accepted in 
the Beloved.’ Ephesians 1:6. Before the heavenly 
angels and the representatives of unfallen worlds, 
they are declared justified. Where He is, there 
His church shall be. ‘Mercy and truth are met 
together; righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other.’ Psalm 85:10. The Father’s arms en-
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circle His Son, and the word is given, ‘Let all the 
angels of God worship Him.’ Hebrews 1:6. 

“With joy unutterable, rulers and principalities 
and powers acknowledge the supremacy of the 
Prince of life. The angel host prostrate them-
selves before Him, while the glad shout fills all 
the courts of heaven, ‘Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wis-
dom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and 
blessing.’ Revelation 5:12.

“Songs of triumph mingle with the music from 
angel harps, till heaven seems to overflow with 
joy and praise. Love has conquered. The lost is 
found. Heaven rings with voices in lofty strains 
proclaiming, ‘Blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.’ 
Revelation 5:13.”

Christ Opens the Most Holy Place of the  
Sanctuary in Heaven

Revelation 3:7, 8

“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia 
write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He 
who is true, “He who has the key of David, He 
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who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no 
one opens”: “I know your works. See, I have set 
before you an open door, and no one can shut 
it; for you have a little strength, have kept My 
word, and have not denied My name.” ’ ”

The Great Controversy, 429, 430
“They now saw that they were correct in believing 
that the end of the 2300 days in 1844 marked 
an important crisis. But while it was true that 
that door of hope and mercy by which men 
had for eighteen hundred years found access to 
God, was closed, another door was opened, and 
forgiveness of sins was offered to men through 
the intercession of Christ in the most holy. One 
part of His ministration had closed, only to give 
place to another. There was still an ‘open door’ 
to the heavenly sanctuary, where Christ was 
ministering in the sinner’s behalf. 

“Now was seen the application of those words 
of Christ in the Revelation, addressed to the 
church at this very time: ‘These things saith He 
that is holy, He that is true, He that hath the 
key of David, He that openeth, and no man 
shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; I 
know thy works: behold, I have set before thee 
an open door, and no man can shut it.’ Revela-
tion 3:7, 8.”
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Revelation 11:15-19

“Then the seventh angel sounded: and there 
were loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The king-
doms of this world have become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall 
reign forever and ever!’ And the twenty-four 
elders who sat before God on their thrones 
fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying: 
‘We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, 
the One who is and who was and who is to 
come, because You have taken Your great power 
and reigned. The nations were angry, and Your 
wrath has come, and the time of the dead, that 
they should be judged, and that You should re-
ward Your servants the prophets and the saints, 
and those who fear Your name, small and great, 
and should destroy those who destroy the 
earth.’ Then the temple of God was opened in 
heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in 
His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, 
thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.”

The Great Controversy, 433
“ ‘The temple of God was opened in heaven, and 
there was seen in His temple the ark of His 
testament.’ Revelation 11:19. The ark of God’s 
testament is in the holy of holies, the second 
apartment of the sanctuary. In the ministration 
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of the earthly tabernacle, which served ‘unto 
the example and shadow of heavenly things 
[Hebrews 8:5],’ this apartment was opened 
only upon the great Day of Atonement for 
the cleansing of the sanctuary. Therefore the 
announcement that the temple of God was 
opened in heaven and the ark of His testament 
was seen points to the opening of the most 
holy place of the heavenly sanctuary in 1844 
as Christ entered there to perform the closing 
work of the atonement.”

Daniel 7:9, 10, 13, 14

“I watched till thrones were put in place, and the 
Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was 
white as snow, and the hair of His head was 
like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, its 
wheels a burning fire; a fiery stream issued and 
came forth from before Him. A thousand thou-
sands ministered to Him; ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before Him. The court was 
seated, and the books were opened.” 

“I was watching in the night visions, and behold, 
One like the Son of Man, coming with the 
clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of 
Days, and they brought Him near before Him. 
Then to Him was given dominion and glory 
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and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve Him. His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, And His kingdom the one which shall 
not be destroyed.”

Matthew 16:27

“For the Son of Man will come in the glory of 
His Father with His angels, and then He will 
reward each according to his works.”

The Great Controversy, 479
“ ‘I beheld,’ says the prophet Daniel, ‘till thrones 
were placed, and One that was Ancient of Days 
did sit: His raiment was white as snow, and the 
hair of His head like pure wool; His throne was 
fiery flames, and the wheels thereof burning fire. 
A fiery stream issued and came forth from be-
fore Him: thousand thousands ministered unto 
Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before Him: the judgment was set, and 
the books were opened.’ Daniel 7:9, 10, R.V.   

“Thus was presented to the prophet’s vision the 
great and solemn day when the characters and 
the lives of men should pass in review before the 
Judge of all the earth, and to every man should 
be rendered ‘according to his works [Matthew 
16:27].’ The Ancient of Days is God the Father.”
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The Great Controversy, 479, 480
“ ‘And, behold, one like the Son of man came 
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near 
before Him. And there was given Him domin-
ion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages, should serve Him: His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away.’ Daniel 7:13, 14. The com-
ing of Christ here described is not His second 
coming to the earth. He comes to the Ancient 
of Days in heaven to receive dominion and 
glory and a kingdom, which will be given Him 
at the close of His work as a mediator. It is this 
coming, and not His second advent to the earth, 
that was foretold in prophecy to take place at 
the termination of the 2300 days in 1844.”

Revelation 10:1, 2, 7

“I saw still another mighty angel coming down 
from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a rain-
bow was on his head, his face was like the sun, 
and his feet like pillars of fire. He had a little 
book open in his hand. And he set his right 
foot on the sea and his left foot on the land.” 

“But in the days of the sounding of the seventh 
angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery 
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of God would be finished, as He declared to 
His servants the prophets.”

Manuscript 59, 1900; Manuscript Releases 
Volume One, 99

“The mighty angel who instructed John was no 
less a personage than Jesus Christ. Setting His 
right foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry 
land, shows the part which He is acting in the 
closing scenes of the The Great Controversy 
with Satan. This position denotes His supreme 
power and authority over the whole earth.” 

Malachi 3:1-3

“ ‘Behold, I send My messenger, and he will pre-
pare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom 
you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, 
even the Messenger of the covenant, in whom 
you delight. Behold, He is coming,’ Says the 
Lord of hosts.

“But who can endure the day of His coming? 
And who can stand when He appears? For He 
is like a refiner’s fire and like launderers’ soap. 
He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; 
He will purify the sons of Levi, and purge them 
as gold and silver, that they may offer to the 
Lord an offering in righteousness.’ ”
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The Great Controversy, 425
“Says the prophet: ‘Who may abide the day of 
His coming? and who shall stand when He ap-
peareth? for He is like a refiner’s fire, and like 
fullers’ soap: and He shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons 
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righ-
teousness.’ Malachi 3:2, 3. Those who are living 
upon the earth when the intercession of Christ 
shall cease in the sanctuary above are to stand 
in the sight of a holy God without a mediator. 
Their robes must be spotless, their characters 
must be purified from sin by the blood of sprin-
kling. Through the grace of God and their own 
diligent effort they must be conquerors in the 
battle with evil. While the investigative judg-
ment is going forward in heaven, while the sins 
of penitent believers are being removed from 
the sanctuary, there is to be a special work of pu-
rification, of putting away of sin, among God’s 
people upon earth. This work is more clearly 
presented in the messages of Revelation 14.”

Revelation 14:6, 7

“Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
to those who dwell on the earth—to every na-
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tion, tribe, tongue, and people—saying with a 
loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him, 
for the hour of His judgment has come; and 
worship Him who made heaven and earth, the 
sea and springs of water.’ ”

The Great Controversy, 355
“A Great religious awakening under the proc-
lamation of Christ’s soon coming is foretold 
in the prophecy of the first angel’s message of 
Revelation 14. An angel is seen flying ‘in the 
midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel 
to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people.’ ‘With a loud voice’ he proclaims 
the message: ‘Fear God, and give glory to Him; 
for the hour of His judgment is come: and wor-
ship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and the fountains of waters.’ [Revelation 
14] Verses 6, 7.”

The Great Controversy, 355, 356
“The message itself sheds light as to the time 
when this movement is to take place. It is de-
clared to be a part of the ‘everlasting gospel;’ 
and it announces the opening of the judgment. 
The message of salvation has been preached in 
all ages; but this message is a part of the gospel 
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which could be proclaimed only in the last days, 
for only then would it be true that the hour of 
judgment had come.”

The Great Controversy, 424
“Both the prophecy of Daniel 8:14, ‘Unto two 
thousand and three hundred days; then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed,’ and the first angel’s 
message, ‘Fear God, and give glory to Him; for 
the hour of His judgment is come [Revelation 
14:7],’ pointed to Christ’s ministration in the 
most holy place, to the investigative judgment.”

Matthew 25:1-13

“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened 
to ten virgins who took their lamps and went 
out to meet the bridegroom. Now five of them 
were wise, and five were foolish. Those who 
were foolish took their lamps and took no oil 
with them, but the wise took oil in their ves-
sels with their lamps. But while the bridegroom 
was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 

“And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the 
bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ 
Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their 
lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
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But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there 
should not be enough for us and you; but go 
rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went in with 
him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 

“Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 
‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ But he answered and 
said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’

“ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day 
nor the hour in which the Son of Man is com-
ing.”

Revelation 21:9, 10

“Then one of the seven angels who had the 
seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues 
came to me and talked with me, saying, ‘Come, 
I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.’ And 
he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and 
high mountain, and showed me the great city, 
the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven 
from God.”

The Great Controversy, 426, 427
“The coming of the bridegroom, here brought 
to view, takes place before the marriage. The 
marriage represents the reception by Christ of 
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His kingdom. The Holy City, the New Jerusa-
lem, which is the capital and representative of 
the kingdom, is called ‘the bride, the Lamb’s 
wife.’  Said the angel to John: ‘Come hither, I 
will show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.’ ‘He 
carried me away in the spirit,’ says the prophet, 
‘and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusa-
lem, descending out of heaven from God.’ Rev-
elation 21:9, 10.”

The Great Controversy, 427, 428
“In the parable it was those that had oil in their 
vessels with their lamps that went in to the 
marriage. Those who, with a knowledge of the 
truth from the Scriptures, had also the Spirit 
and grace of God, and who, in the night of 
their bitter trial, had patiently waited, searching 
the Bible for clearer light—these saw the truth 
concerning the sanctuary in heaven and the 
Saviour’s change in ministration, and by faith 
they followed Him in His work in the sanctu-
ary above. And all who through the testimony 
of the Scriptures accept the same truths, fol-
lowing Christ by faith as He enters in before 
God to perform the last work of mediation, and 
at its close to receive His kingdom—all these 
are represented as going in to the marriage. … 
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“When the work of investigation shall be ended, 
when the cases of those who in all ages have 
professed to be followers of Christ have been 
examined and decided, then, and not till then, 
probation will close, and the door of mercy will 
be shut. Thus in the one short sentence, ‘They 
that were ready went in with Him to the mar-
riage: and the door was shut [Matthew 25:10],’ 
we are carried down through the Saviour’s final 
ministration, to the time when the great work 
for man’s salvation shall be completed.”

Matthew 22:1-14

“And Jesus answered and spoke to them again 
by parables and said: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
like a certain king who arranged a marriage for 
his son, and sent out his servants to call those 
who were invited to the wedding; and they 
were not willing to come. Again, he sent out 
other servants, saying, “Tell those who are in-
vited, ‘See, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen 
and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are 
ready. Come to the wedding.’ ” But they made 
light of it and went their ways, one to his own 
farm, another to his business. And the rest 
seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and 
killed them. But when the king heard about it, 
he was furious. And he sent out his armies, de-
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stroyed those murderers, and burned up their 
city. Then he said to his servants, “The wedding 
is ready, but those who were invited were not 
worthy. Therefore go into the highways, and as 
many as you find, invite to the wedding.” So 
those servants went out into the highways and 
gathered together all whom they found, both 
bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled 
with guests. 

“ ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, 
he saw a man there who did not have on a wed-
ding garment. So he said to him, “Friend, how 
did you come in here without a wedding gar-
ment?” And he was speechless. Then the king 
said to the servants, “Bind him hand and foot, 
take him away, and cast him into outer dark-
ness; there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.”

“ ‘For many are called, but few are chosen.’ ”

Revelation 7:14

“And I said to him, ‘Sir, you know.’ So he said 
to me, ‘These are the ones who come out of the 
great tribulation, and washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.’ ”
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The Great Controversy, 428
“In the parable of Matthew 22 the same figure of 
the marriage is introduced, and the investigative 
judgment is clearly represented as taking place 
before the marriage. Previous to the wedding 
the king comes in to see the guests, to see if all 
are attired in the wedding garment, the spotless 
robe of character washed and made white in the 
blood of the Lamb. Matthew 22:11; Revelation 
7:14. He who is found wanting is cast out, but 
all who upon examination are seen to have the 
wedding garment on are accepted of God and 
accounted worthy of a share in His kingdom 
and a seat upon His throne. This work of ex-
amination of character, of determining who are 
prepared for the kingdom of God, is that of the 
investigative judgment, the closing of work in 
the sanctuary above.”

Revelation 14:15

“And another angel came out of the temple, cry-
ing with a loud voice to Him who sat on the 
cloud, ‘Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the 
time has come for You to reap, for the harvest 
of the earth is ripe.’ ”
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The Great Controversy, 311, 312
“To prepare a people to stand in the day of God, 
a great work of reform was to be accomplished. 
God saw that many of His professed people 
were not building for eternity, and in His mercy 
He was about to send a message of warning to 
arouse them from their stupor and lead them to 
make ready for the coming of the Lord.

“This warning is brought to view in Revelation 
14 [verses 6-12]. Here is a threefold message 
represented as proclaimed by heavenly beings 
and immediately followed by the coming of the 
Son of man to reap ‘the harvest of the earth 
[Revelation 14:15].’ The first of these warn-
ings announces the approaching judgment. The 
prophet beheld an angel flying ‘in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to ev-
ery nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 
saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give 
glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is 
come: and worship Him that made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.’ 
Revelation 14:6, 7. 

“This message is declared to be a part of ‘the ev-
erlasting gospel.’ ”
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A Parallel

Early Writings, 259-261
“I was pointed back to the proclamation of the 
first advent of Christ. John was sent in the 
spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the way 
of Jesus. Those who rejected the testimony of 
John were not benefited by the teachings of 
Jesus. Their opposition to the message that 
foretold His coming placed them where they 
could not readily receive the strongest evidence 
that He was the Messiah. Satan led on those 
who rejected the message of John to go still 
farther, to reject and crucify Christ. In doing 
this they placed themselves where they could 
not receive the blessing on the day of Pentecost, 
which would have taught them the way into 
the heavenly sanctuary. The rending of the veil 
of the temple showed that the Jewish sacrifices 
and ordinances would no longer be received. 
The great Sacrifice had been offered and had 
been accepted, and the Holy Spirit which de-
scended on the day of Pentecost carried the 
minds of the disciples from the earthly sanctu-
ary to the heavenly, where Jesus had entered by 
His own blood, to shed upon His disciples the 
benefits of His atonement. But the Jews were 
left in total darkness. They lost all the light 



which they might have had upon the plan of 
salvation, and still trusted in their useless sacri-
fices and offerings. The heavenly sanctuary had 
taken the place of the earthly, yet they had no 
knowledge of the change. Therefore they could 
not be benefited by the mediation of Christ in 
the holy place.

“Many look with horror at the course of the Jews 
in rejecting and crucifying Christ; and as they 
read the history of His shameful abuse, they 
think they love Him, and would not have de-
nied Him as did Peter, or crucified Him as did 
the Jews. But God who reads the hearts of all, 
has brought to the test that love for Jesus which 
they professed to feel. All heaven watched with 
the deepest interest the reception of the first 
angel’s message. But many who professed to 
love Jesus, and who shed tears as they read the 
story of the cross, derided the good news of His 
coming. Instead of receiving the message with 
gladness, they declared it to be a delusion. They 
hated those who loved His appearing and shut 
them out of the churches.” 

Daniel 8:14

“He said to me, ‘For 2,300 evenings and morn-
ings; then the holy place will be properly re-
stored.’ ” (NASB)
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Thought Questions

1. What scripture is the foundation and 
central pillar of the Christian’s faith? 
  See p 5

2. What is the anchor to the Christian; 
the basis of their faith? 
  See pp 6-8

3. What does the subject of the sanctuary 
do for God’s true people? 
  See pp 14, 15

4. What is as essential to man’s salvation 
as was Christ’s death upon the cross? 
  See p 15

5. The Pentacostal outpouring [the 
Holy Spirit’s descent] was heaven’s 
communication of what event? 
  See p 20, 45

6. What door was opened and what door 
was shut in Revelation 3:7, 8? 
 See p 30-32

7. What event began in 1844 when God 
the Father and Jesus moved from the 
holy place to the most holy place? 
  See 36-38, 43, 44



8. What warning is there for us today in 
the section “A Parallel” ? 
  See pp 44-46

9. What message is being rejected today 
as was the message of Christ’s opening 
of the holy place at His ascension? 
  See pp 44-46


