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Preface
A Treatise from Inspiration

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path.” Psalm 119:105.

“The central theme of the Bible, the theme about 
which every other in the whole book clusters, is 
the redemption plan, the restoration in the hu-
man soul of the image of God. From the first 
intimation of hope in the sentence pronounced 
in Eden to that last glorious promise of the 
Revelation, ‘They shall see His face; and His 
name shall be in their foreheads’ (Revelation 
22:4), the burden of every book and every pas-
sage of the Bible is the unfolding of this won-
drous theme,—man’s uplifting,—the power of 
God, ‘which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’ 1 Corinthians 15:57.

“He who grasps this thought has before him 
an infinite field for study. He has the key that 
will unlock to him the whole treasure house of 
God’s word.” Education, 125, 126.

As we study inspiration we find so clearly out-
lined the cosmic struggle between God and 
Satan, good and evil, righteousness and un-
righteousness, and we learn of the mighty plan 



of God and His only Son, Jesus, to provide 
a means of escape from the curse and conse-
quence of sin. How true the word that he who 
understands that God’s covenant to redeem 
man is the central theme of the Bible has “the 
key that will unlock to him the whole treasure 
house of God’s word.”

So, dear reader, it is the deep, earnest, candid 
study of the new covenant, the plan of redemp-
tion,—the foundation of the Christian’s faith—
and its application to our hearts and lives that is 
the first goal and purpose of this series of book-
lets. The second goal and purpose is to gain a 
deep understanding of the pillars of our faith 
that, along with the foundation, give solidity 
and strength to our faith. 

May you study through the lens, the magnify-
ing glass of the new covenant, God’s wonder-
ful plan of redemption, to restore in the human 
soul His own image. May God be with you, and 
His Holy Spirit be your Teacher and Guide.

* Thought questions at the end of the book
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Psalm 33:6, 9

“By the word of the Lord the heavens were 
made, and all the host of them by the breath 
of His mouth.” “For He spoke, and it was done; 
He commanded, and it stood fast.”

Genesis 1:1-31

“In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. The earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters. 

“Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there 
was light. And God saw the light, that it was 
good; and God divided the light from the dark-
ness. God called the light Day, and the darkness 
He called Night. So the evening and the morn-
ing were the first day. 

“Then God said, ‘Let there be a firmament in 
the midst of the waters, and let it divide the 
waters from the waters.’ Thus God made the 
firmament, and divided the waters which were 
under the firmament from the waters which 
were above the firmament; and it was so. And 

(5)
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God called the firmament Heaven. So the eve-
ning and the morning were the second day. 

“Then God said, ‘Let the waters under the heav-
ens be gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear’; and it was so. And God 
called the dry land Earth, and the gathering to-
gether of the waters He called Seas. And God 
saw that it was good. 

“Then God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth grass, 
the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that 
yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is 
in itself, on the earth’; and it was so. And the 
earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields 
seed according to its kind, and the tree that 
yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to 
its kind. And God saw that it was good. So the 
evening and the morning were the third day. 

“Then God said, ‘Let there be lights in the fir-
mament of the heavens to divide the day from 
the night; and let them be for signs and sea-
sons, and for days and years; and let them be 
for lights in the firmament of the heavens to 
give light on the earth’; and it was so. Then God 
made two great lights: the greater light to rule 
the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. 
He made the stars also. God set them in the 
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firmament of the heavens to give light on the 
earth, and to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to divide the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. So the evening 
and the morning were the fourth day. 

“Then God said, ‘Let the waters abound with 
an abundance of living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth across the face of the fir-
mament of the heavens.’ So God created great 
sea creatures and every living thing that moves, 
with which the waters abounded, according to 
their kind, and every winged bird according to 
its kind. And God saw that it was good. And 
God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and mul-
tiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the earth.’ So the evening and the 
morning were the fifth day. 

“Then God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth the 
living creature according to its kind: cattle and 
creeping thing and beast of the earth, each ac-
cording to its kind’; and it was so. And God 
made the beast of the earth according to its 
kind, cattle according to its kind, and every-
thing that creeps on the earth according to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
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“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our im-
age, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.’ So God created man in His own im-
age; in the image of God He created him; male 
and female He created them. Then God blessed 
them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have do-
minion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over every living thing that moves 
on the earth.’ 

“And God said, ‘See, I have given you every herb 
that yields seed which is on the face of all the 
earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to 
you it shall be for food. Also, to every beast of 
the earth, to every bird of the air, and to every-
thing that creeps on the earth, in which there is 
life, I have given every green herb for food’; and 
it was so. Then God saw everything that He 
had made, and indeed it was very good. So the 
evening and the morning were the sixth day.”

Genesis 2:1-3

“Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host 
of them, were finished. And on the seventh day 
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God ended His work which He had done, and 
He rested on the seventh day from all His work 
which He had done. Then God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He 
rested from all His work which God had cre-
ated and made.”

Genesis 2:4-25 

“This is the history of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created, in the day that the 
Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 
before any plant of the field was in the earth 
and before any herb of the field had grown. For 
the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the 
earth, and there was no man to till the ground; 
but a mist went up from the earth and watered 
the whole face of the ground. 

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living being. 

“The Lord God planted a garden eastward in 
Eden, and there He put the man whom He 
had formed. And out of the ground the Lord 
God made every tree grow that is pleasant to 
the sight and good for food. The tree of life was 
also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil.
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“Now a river went out of Eden to water the gar-
den, and from there it parted and became four 
riverheads. The name of the first is Pishon; it is 
the one which skirts the whole land of Havilah, 
where there is gold. And the gold of that land 
is good. Bdellium and the onyx stone are there. 
The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the 
one which goes around the whole land of Cush. 
The name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the 
one which goes toward the east of Assyria. The 
fourth river is the Euphrates. 

“Then the Lord God took the man and put him 
in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. And 
the Lord God commanded the man, saying, 
‘Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
of it you shall surely die.’ 

“And the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that 
man should be alone; I will make him a help-
er comparable to him.’ Out of the ground the 
Lord God formed every beast of the field and 
every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam 
to see what he would call them. And whatever 
Adam called each living creature, that was its 
name. So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the 
birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. 
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But for Adam there was not found a helper 
comparable to him. 

“And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall 
on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his 
ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. Then 
the rib which the Lord God had taken from 
man He made into a woman, and He brought 
her to the man. 

“And Adam said: ‘This is now bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Wom-
an, because she was taken out of Man.’ 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall 
become one flesh. 

“And they were both naked, the man and his 
wife, and were not ashamed.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 46

“God Himself gave Adam a companion. He 
provided ‘an help meet for him’—a helper cor-
responding to him—one who was fitted to be 
his companion, and who could be one with him 
in love and sympathy. Eve was created from 
a rib taken from the side of Adam, signifying 
that she was not to control him as the head, nor 
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to be trampled under his feet as an inferior, but 
to stand by his side as an equal, to be loved and 
protected by him. A part of man, bone of his 
bone, and flesh of his flesh, she was his second 
self, showing the close union and the affection-
ate attachment that should exist in this relation. 
‘For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but 
nourisheth and cherisheth it.’ Ephesians 5:29. 
‘Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and they 
shall be one.’ ”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 111

“Like the Sabbath, the week originated at cre-
ation, and it has been preserved and brought 
down to us through Bible history. God Himself 
measured off the first week as a sample for suc-
cessive weeks to the close of time. Like every 
other, it consisted of seven literal days. Six days 
were employed in the work of creation; upon 
the seventh, God rested, and He then blessed 
this day and set it apart as a day of rest for man.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 112

“ ‘By the word of the Lord were the heavens 
made; and all the host of them by the breath of 
His mouth.’ ‘For He spake, and it was done; He 
commanded, and it stood fast.’ Psalm 33:6, 9. The 
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Bible recognizes no long ages in which the earth 
was slowly evolved from chaos. Of each succes-
sive day of creation, the sacred record declares 
that it consisted of the evening and the morn-
ing, like all other days that have followed. At the 
close of each day is given the result of the Cre-
ator’s work. The statement is made at the close of 
the first week’s record, ‘These are the generations 
of the heavens and of the earth when they were 
created.’ Genesis 2:4. But this does not convey 
the idea that the days of creation were other 
than literal days. Each day was called a genera-
tion, because that in it God generated, or pro-
duced, some new portion of His work.”

Hebrews 11:3

“By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that the things 
which are seen were not made of things which 
are visible.”

Hebrews 1:1, 2

“God, who at various times and in various ways 
spoke in time past to the fathers by the proph-
ets, has in these last days spoken to us by His 
Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also He made the worlds.”
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John 1:1-3

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things were 
made through Him, and without Him nothing 
was made that was made.”

Revelation 4:11

“You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
honor and power; for You created all things, 
and by Your will they exist and were created.”

Revelation 14:6, 7

“Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
to those who dwell on the earth—to every na-
tion, tribe, tongue, and people—saying with a 
loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him, 
for the hour of His judgment has come; and 
worship Him who made heaven and earth, the 
sea and springs of water.’ ” 

Isaiah 40:26

“Lift up your eyes on high, and see who has cre-
ated these things, Who brings out their host 
by number; He calls them all by name, by the 
greatness of His might and the strength of His 
power; not one is missing.”
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Isaiah 42:5

“Thus says God the Lord, Who created the 
heavens and stretched them out, Who spread 
forth the earth and that which comes from it, 
Who gives breath to the people on it, and spirit 
to those who walk on it.”

Isaiah 45:8, 12, 18

“Rain down, you heavens, from above, and let 
the skies pour down righteousness; let the earth 
open, let them bring forth salvation, and let 
righteousness spring up together. I, the Lord, 
have created it.” 

“I have made the earth, and created man on it. 
I—My hands—stretched out the heavens, and 
all their host I have commanded.” 

“For thus says the Lord, Who created the heav-
ens, Who is God, Who formed the earth and 
made it, Who has established it, Who did not 
create it in vain, Who formed it to be inhabited: 
‘I am the Lord, and there is no other.’ ”

Colossians 1:16

“For by Him all things were created that are in 
heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisi-
ble, whether thrones or dominions or principal-
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ities or powers. All things were created through 
Him and for Him.”

Exodus 20:8-11

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six 
days you shall labor and do all your work, but 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your 
God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your 
son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, 
nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor 
your stranger who is within your gates. For in 
six days the Lord made the heavens and the 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested 
the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day and hallowed it.”

Psalm 104:5

“You who laid the foundations of the earth, so 
that it should not be moved forever.”

Psalm 8:6-8

“You have made him to have dominion over the 
works of Your hands; You have put all things 
under his feet all sheep and oxen— even the 
beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the 
fish of the sea that pass through the paths of 
the seas.”
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Patriarchs and Prophets, 44, 45

“ ‘By the word of the Lord were the heavens 
made; and all the host of them by the breath 
of His mouth.’ ‘For He spake, and it was;’ ‘He 
commanded, and it stood fast.’ Psalm 33:6, 9. 
He ‘laid the foundations of the earth, that it 
should not be removed forever.’ Psalm 104:5. 

“As the earth came forth from the hand of its 
Maker, it was exceedingly beautiful. Its surface 
was diversified with mountains, hills, and plains, 
interspersed with noble rivers and lovely lakes; 
but the hills and mountains were not abrupt and 
rugged, abounding in terrific steeps and fright-
ful chasms, as they now do; the sharp, ragged 
edges of earth’s rocky framework were  buried 
beneath the fruitful soil, which everywhere pro-
duced a luxuriant growth of verdure. There were 
no loathsome swamps or barren deserts. Grace-
ful shrubs and delicate flowers greeted the eye 
at every turn. The heights were crowned with 
trees more majestic than any that now exist. 
The air, untainted by foul miasma, was clear and 
healthful. The entire landscape outvied in beau-
ty the decorated grounds of the proudest palace. 
The angelic host viewed the scene with delight, 
and rejoiced at the wonderful works of God.  
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“After the earth with its teeming animal and 
vegetable life had been called into existence, 
man, the crowning work of the Creator, and 
the one for whom the beautiful earth had been 
fitted up, was brought upon the stage of action. 
To him was given dominion over all that his 
eye could behold; for ‘God said, Let Us make 
man in Our image, after Our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over … all the earth. … So 
God created man in His own image; … male 
and female created He them.’ Here is clearly 
set forth the origin of the human race; and the 
divine record is so plainly stated that there is 
no occasion for erroneous conclusions. God 
created man in His own image. Here is no 
mystery. There is no ground for the supposition 
that man was evolved by slow degrees of de-
velopment from the lower forms of animal or 
vegetable life. Such teaching lowers the great 
work of the Creator to the level of man’s narrow, 
earthly conceptions. Men are so intent upon 
excluding God from the sovereignty of the uni-
verse that they degrade man and defraud him 
of the dignity of his origin. He who set the 
starry worlds on high and tinted with delicate 
skill the flowers of the field, who filled the earth 
and the heavens with the wonders of His power, 
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when He came to crown His glorious work, to 
place one in the midst to stand as ruler of the 
fair earth, did not fail to create a being worthy 
of the hand that gave him life. The genealogy of 
our race, as given by inspiration, traces back its 
origin, not to a line of developing germs, mol-
lusks, and quadrupeds, but to the great Creator. 
Though formed from the dust, Adam was ‘the 
son of God.’ ”  

“He was placed, as God’s representative, over 
the lower orders of being. They cannot under-
stand or acknowledge the sovereignty of God, 
yet they were made capable of loving and serv-
ing man. The psalmist says, ‘Thou madest him 
to have dominion over the works of Thy hands; 
Thou hast put all things under his feet: … the 
beasts of the field; the fowl of the air, … and 
whatsoever passeth through the paths of the 
seas.’ Psalm 8:6-8.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 52

“But while everything in nature is governed 
by natural laws, man alone, of all that inhab-
its the earth, is amenable to moral law. To man, 
the crowning work of creation, God has giv-
en power to understand His requirements, to 
comprehend the justice and beneficence of His 
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law, and its sacred claims upon him; and of man 
unswerving obedience is required.”

Psalm 65:6

“Who established the mountains by His strength, 
being clothed with power.”

Psalm 95:5

“The sea is His, for He made it; and His hands 
formed the dry land.”

The Desire of Ages, 20

“In the beginning, God was revealed in all the 
works of creation. It was Christ that spread the 
heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth. It 
was His hand that hung the worlds in space, and 
fashioned the flowers of the field. ‘His strength 
setteth fast the mountains.’ ‘The sea is His, and 
He made it.’ Psalm 65:6; 95:5. It was He that 
filled the earth with beauty, and the air with 
song. And upon all things in earth, and air, and 
sky, He wrote the message of the Father’s love.”
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Thought Questions

1. Who was involved with the creation 
of this world? Find three entities or 
beings. 
 See pp 5, 13, 20

2. What was created on each day of the 
week? 
 See pp 5-8

3. What two parts of the day are identi-
fied for each day of creation? 
 See pp 5-8, 13

4. Like every other since creation, of what 
did the first week consist? 
 See p 12

5. In what way was the creation of man 
different? 
 See pp 8, 9

6. As a result of this difference to what is 
man amenable? 
 See p 19



7. What is required of man in relation to 
this law? 
 See p 20

8. How was Eve created, and what did 
this signify? 
 See pp 11, 12

9. What did God do on the seventh day? 
 See pp 8, 9, 12, 16

10. Whenever God’s sovereign rulership 
is proclaimed, what reason is given to 
sustain the right to that claim? 
 See p 14

11. What message is written in all things 
of creation? 
 See p 20


