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Preface
A Treatise from Inspiration

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path.” Psalm 119:105.

“The central theme of the Bible, the theme about 
which every other in the whole book clusters, is 
the redemption plan, the restoration in the hu-
man soul of the image of God. From the first 
intimation of hope in the sentence pronounced 
in Eden to that last glorious promise of the 
Revelation, ‘They shall see His face; and His 
name shall be in their foreheads’ (Revelation 
22:4), the burden of every book and every pas-
sage of the Bible is the unfolding of this won-
drous theme,—man’s uplifting,—the power of 
God, ‘which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’ 1 Corinthians 15:57.

“He who grasps this thought has before him 
an infinite field for study. He has the key that 
will unlock to him the whole treasure house of 
God’s word.” Education, 125, 126.

As we study inspiration we find so clearly out-
lined the cosmic struggle between God and 
Satan, good and evil, righteousness and un-
righteousness, and we learn of the mighty plan 



of God and His only Son, Jesus, to provide 
a means of escape from the curse and conse-
quence of sin. How true the word that he who 
understands that God’s covenant to redeem 
man is the central theme of the Bible has “the 
key that will unlock to him the whole treasure 
house of God’s word.”

So, dear reader, it is the deep, earnest, candid 
study of the new covenant, the plan of redemp-
tion,—the foundation of the Christian’s faith—
and its application to our hearts and lives that is 
the first goal and purpose of this series of book-
lets. The second goal and purpose is to gain a 
deep understanding of the pillars of our faith 
that, along with the foundation, give solidity 
and strength to our faith. 

May you study through the lens, the magnify-
ing glass of the new covenant, God’s wonder-
ful plan of redemption, to restore in the human 
soul His own image. May God be with you, and 
His Holy Spirit be your Teacher and Guide.

* Thought questions at the end of the book
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Ezekiel 18:4

“Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the fa-
ther as well as the soul of the son is Mine; the 
soul who sins shall die.”

1 Samuel 28:6

“And when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord 
did not answer him, either by dreams or by 
Urim or by the prophets.”

1 Chronicles 10:13, 14

“Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had 
committed against the Lord, because he did 
not keep the word of the Lord, and also be-
cause he consulted a medium for guidance. But 
he did not inquire of the Lord; therefore He 
killed him, and turned the kingdom over to 
David the son of Jesse.”

Isaiah 8:19

“And when they say to you, ‘Seek those who are 
mediums and wizards, who whisper and mut-
ter,’ should not a people seek their God? Should 
they seek the dead on behalf of the living?”

(5)
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Numbers 25:1-3

“Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and 
the people began to commit harlotry with the 
women of Moab. They invited the people to the 
sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and 
bowed down to their gods. So Israel was joined 
to Baal of Peor, and the anger of the Lord was 
aroused against Israel.”

Psalm 106:28

“They joined themselves also to Baal of Peor, 
and ate sacrifices made to the dead.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 683-685

“The Scripture account of Saul’s visit to the 
woman of Endor has been a source of perplex-
ity to many students of the Bible. There are 
some who take the position that Samuel was 
actually present at the interview with Saul, but 
the Bible itself furnishes sufficient ground for 
a contrary conclusion. If, as claimed by some, 
Samuel was in heaven, he must have been sum-
moned thence, either by the power of God or 
by that of Satan. None can believe for a mo-
ment that Satan had power to call the holy 
prophet of God from heaven to honor the in-
cantations of an abandoned woman. Nor can 
we conclude that God summoned him to the 
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witch’s cave; for the Lord had already refused to 
communicate with Saul, by dreams, by Urim, or 
by prophets. 1 Samuel 28:6. These were God’s 
own appointed mediums of communication, 
and He did not pass them by to deliver the 
message through the agent of Satan.

“The message itself is sufficient evidence of its 
origin. Its object was not to lead Saul to repen-
tance, but to urge him on to ruin; and this is 
not the work of God, but of Satan. Furthermore, 
the act of Saul in consulting a sorceress is cited 
in Scripture as one reason why he was rejected 
by God and abandoned to destruction: ‘Saul 
died for his transgression which he committed 
against the Lord, even against the word of the 
Lord, which he kept not, and also for asking 
counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to in-
quire of it; and inquired not of the Lord: there-
fore He slew him, and turned the kingdom 
unto David the son of Jesse.’ 1 Chronicles 10:13, 
14. Here it is distinctly stated that Saul inquired 
of the familiar spirit, not of the Lord. He did 
not communicate with Samuel, the prophet of 
God; but through the sorceress he held inter-
course with Satan. Satan could not present the 
real Samuel, but he did present a counterfeit, 
that served his purpose of deception. 
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“Nearly all forms of ancient sorcery and witch-
craft were founded upon a belief in communion 
with the dead. Those who practiced the arts of 
necromancy claimed to have intercourse with 
departed spirits, and to obtain through them 
a knowledge of future events. This custom of 
consulting the dead is referred to in the proph-
ecy of Isaiah: ‘When they shall say unto you, 
Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and 
unto wizards that peep and that mutter: should 
not a people seek unto their God? for the living 
to the dead?’ Isaiah 8:19. 

“This same belief in communion with the dead 
formed the cornerstone of heathen idolatry. 
The gods of the heathen were believed to be 
the deified spirits of departed heroes. Thus the 
religion of the heathen was a worship of the 
dead. This is evident from the Scriptures. In the 
account of the sin of Israel at Bethpeor, it is 
stated: ‘Israel abode in Shittim, and the people 
began to commit whoredom with the daugh-
ters of Moab. And they called the people unto 
the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did 
eat, and bowed down to their gods. And Israel 
joined himself unto Baalpeor.’ Numbers 25:1-
3. The psalmist tells us to what kind of gods 
these sacrifices were offered. Speaking of the 
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same apostasy of the Israelites, he says, ‘They 
joined themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate 
the sacrifices of the dead’ (Psalm 106:28); that 
is, sacrifices that had been offered to the dead. 

“The deification of the dead has held a promi-
nent place in nearly every system of heathenism, 
as has also the supposed communion with the 
dead. The gods were believed to communicate 
their will to men, and also, when consulted, to 
give them counsel. Of this character were the 
famous oracles of Greece and Rome. 

“The belief in communion with the dead is still 
held, even in professedly Christian lands. Un-
der the name of spiritualism the practice of 
communicating with beings claiming to be the 
spirits of the departed has become widespread. 
It is calculated to take hold of the sympathies 
of those who have laid their loved ones in the 
grave. Spiritual beings sometimes appear to 
persons in the form of their deceased friends, 
and relate incidents connected with their lives 
and perform acts which they performed while 
living. In this way they lead men to believe that 
their dead friends are angels, hovering over 
them and communicating with them. Those 
who thus assume to be the spirits of the de-
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parted are regarded with a certain idolatry, and 
with many their word has greater weight than 
the word of God.”

Revelation 12:10-12

“Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, 
‘Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom 
of our God, and the power of His Christ have 
come, for the accuser of our brethren, who ac-
cused them before our God day and night, has 
been cast down.… Therefore rejoice, O heavens, 
and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhab-
itants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has 
come down to you, having great wrath, because 
he knows that he has a short time.’ ”

Mark 14:38

“Watch and pray, lest you enter into tempta-
tion. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak.”

Leviticus 19:31

“Give no regard to mediums and familiar spirits; 
do not seek after them, to be defiled by them: I 
am the Lord your God.”

Deuteronomy 18:12

“For all who do these things are an abomination 
to the Lord, and because of these abominations 
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the Lord your God drives them out from be-
fore you.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 688, 689

“Satan was determined to keep his hold on the 
land of Canaan, and when it was made the 
habitation of the children of Israel, and the law 
of God was made the law of the land, he hated 
Israel with a cruel and malignant hatred and 
plotted their destruction. Through the agency 
of evil spirits strange gods were introduced; 
and because of transgression, the chosen people 
were finally scattered from the Land of Prom-
ise. This history Satan is striving to repeat in 
our day. God is leading His people out from 
the abominations of the world, that they may 
keep His law; and because of this, the rage of 
‘the accuser of our brethren’ knows no bounds. 
‘The devil is come down unto you, having great 
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a 
short time.’ Revelation 12:10, 12. The antitypi-
cal land of promise is just before us, and Sa-
tan is determined to destroy the people of God 
and cut them off from their inheritance. The 
admonition, ‘Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter 
into temptation’ (Mark 14:38), was never more 
needed than now.  
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“The word of the Lord to ancient Israel is ad-
dressed also to His people in this age: ‘Regard 
not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek 
after wizards, to be defiled by them;’ ‘for all that 
do these things are an abomination unto the 
Lord.’ Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 18:12.”

Genesis 2:17

“But of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
of it you shall surely die.”

Genesis 3:19

“In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread 
till you return to the ground, for out of it you 
were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you 
shall return.”

Genesis 3:5

“For God knows that in the day you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.”

Romans 5:12

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered 
the world, and death through sin, and thus 
death spread to all men, because all sinned.”
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2 Timothy 1:10

“But has now been revealed by the appearing 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel.”

John 3:36

“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; 
and he who does not believe the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

Romans 2:7

“Eternal life to those who by patient continu-
ance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and 
immortality.”

Great Controversy, 532, 533

“But what did Adam, after his sin, find to be the 
meaning of the words, ‘In the day that thou eat-
est thereof thou shalt surely die [Genesis 2:17]’? 
Did he find them to mean, as Satan had led 
him to believe, that he was to be ushered into 
a more exalted state of existence? Then indeed 
there was great good to be gained by transgres-
sion, and Satan was proved to be a benefactor of 
the race. But Adam did not find this to be the 
meaning of the divine sentence. God declared 
that as a penalty for his sin, man should return 
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to the ground whence he was taken: ‘Dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return.’ [Genesis 3] 
Verse 19. The words of Satan, ‘Your eyes shall 
be opened [Genesis 3:5],’ proved to be true in 
this sense only: After Adam and Eve had dis-
obeyed God, their eyes were opened to discern 
their folly; they did know evil, and they tasted 
the bitter fruit of transgression. 

“In the midst of Eden grew the tree of life, 
whose fruit had the power of perpetuating 
life. Had Adam remained obedient to God, 
he would have continued to enjoy free access 
to this tree and would have lived forever. But 
when he sinned he was cut off from partak-
ing of the tree of life, and he became subject to 
death. The divine sentence, ‘Dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return,’ points to the utter 
extinction of life.

“Immortality, promised to man on condition of 
obedience, had been forfeited by transgression. 
Adam could not transmit to his posterity that 
which he did not possess; and there could have 
been no hope for the fallen race had not God, 
by the sacrifice of His Son, brought immortali-
ty within their reach. While ‘death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned,’ Christ ‘hath 
brought life and immortality to light through 
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the gospel.’ Romans 5:12; 2 Timothy 1:10. And 
only through Christ can immortality be ob-
tained. Said Jesus: ‘He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life.’ John 3:36. Every 
man may come into possession of this priceless 
blessing if he will comply with the conditions. 
All ‘who by patient continuance in well-doing 
seek for glory and honor and immortality,’ will 
receive ‘eternal life.’ Romans 2:7.”

Great Controversy, 534

“But after the Fall, Satan bade his angels make 
a special effort to inculcate the belief in man’s 
natural immortality; and having induced the 
people to receive this error, they were to lead 
them on to conclude that the sinner would live 
in eternal misery. Now the prince of darkness, 
working through his agents, represents God as 
a revengeful tyrant, declaring that He plung-
es into hell all those who do not please Him, 
and causes them ever to feel His wrath; and 
that while they suffer unutterable anguish and 
writhe in the eternal flames, their Creator looks 
down upon them with satisfaction.

“Thus the archfiend clothes with his own attri-
butes the Creator and Benefactor of mankind. 
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Cruelty is satanic. God is love; and all that He 
created was pure, holy, and lovely, until sin was 
brought in by the first great rebel. Satan himself 
is the enemy who tempts man to sin, and then 
destroys him if he can; and when he has made 
sure of his victim, then he exults in the ruin 
he has wrought. If permitted, he would sweep 
the entire race into his net. Were it not for the 
interposition of divine power, not one son or 
daughter of Adam would escape.  

“Satan is seeking to overcome men today, as 
he overcame our first parents, by shaking their 
confidence in their Creator and leading them 
to doubt the wisdom of His government and 
the justice of His laws. Satan and his emissaries 
represent God as even worse than themselves, 
in order to justify their own malignity and re-
bellion. The great deceiver endeavors to shift 
his own horrible cruelty of character upon our 
heavenly Father, that he may cause himself to 
appear as one greatly wronged by his expulsion 
from heaven because he would not submit to so 
unjust a governor.”

Revelation 14:8

“And another angel followed, saying, ‘Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has 
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made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath 
of her fornication.’ ”

Revelation 17:2

“With whom the kings of the earth committed 
fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth 
were made drunk with the wine of her fornica-
tion.”

Great Controversy, 536, 537

“The theory of eternal torment is one of the 
false doctrines that constitute the wine of the 
abomination of Babylon, of which she makes 
all nations drink. Revelation 14:8; 17:2. That 
ministers of Christ should have accepted this 
heresy and proclaimed it from the sacred desk 
is indeed a mystery. They received it from Rome, 
as they received the false sabbath. True, it has 
been taught by great and good men; but the 
light on this subject had not come to them as 
it has come to us. They were responsible only 
for the light which shone in their time; we are 
accountable for that which shines in our day. 
If we turn from the testimony of God’s word, 
and accept false doctrines because our fathers 
taught them, we fall under the condemnation 
pronounced upon Babylon; we are drinking of 
the wine of her abomination.”
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Acts 24:15

“I have hope in God, which they themselves also 
accept, that there will be a resurrection of the 
dead, both of the just and the unjust.”

1 Corinthians 15:22

“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all 
shall be made alive.”

John 5:28, 29

“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming 
in which all who are in the graves will hear His 
voice and come forth—those who have done 
good, to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil, to the resurrection of condem-
nation.”

Revelation 20:6

“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 
resurrection. Over such the second death has 
no power, but they shall be priests of God and 
of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand 
years.”

Romans 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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Revelation 20:13

“The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who 
were in them. And they were judged, each one 
according to his works.”

Psalm 37:10

“For yet a little while and the wicked shall be 
no more; indeed, you will look carefully for his 
place, but it shall be no more.”

Obadiah 16

“For as you drank on My holy mountain, So 
shall all the nations drink continually; yes, they 
shall drink, and swallow, and they shall be as 
though they had never been.”

Psalm 9:5, 6

“You have rebuked the nations, You have de-
stroyed the wicked; You have blotted out their 
name forever and ever. O enemy, destructions 
are finished forever! And you have destroyed 
cities; even their memory has perished.”

Revelation 5:13

“And every creature which is in heaven and on 
the earth and under the earth and such as are in 
the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: 
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‘Blessing and honor and glory and power be to 
Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, 
forever and ever!’ ”

Psalm 146:4

“His spirit departs, he returns to his earth; in 
that very day his plans perish.”

Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6, 10

“For the living know that they will die; but the 
dead know nothing, and they have no more 
reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. 
Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have 
now perished; nevermore will they have a share 
in anything done under the sun.” 

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with 
your might; for there is no work or device or 
knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you 
are going.”

Isaiah 38:18, 19

“For Sheol cannot thank You, death cannot 
praise You; those who go down to the pit cannot 
hope for Your truth. The living, the living man, 
he shall praise You, as I do this day; the father 
shall make known Your truth to the children.”
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Psalm 6:5

“For in death there is no remembrance of You; 
in the grave who will give You thanks?”

Psalm 115:17

“The dead do not praise the Lord, nor any who 
go down into silence.”

Acts 2:29, 34

“Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you 
of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and 
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.” 

“For David did not ascend into the heavens, but 
he says himself: ‘The Lord said to my Lord,’ 

“Sit at My right hand”.’ ”

1 Corinthians 15:16-18

“For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not 
risen. And if Christ is not risen, your faith is 
futile; you are still in your sins! Then also those 
who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.”

Great Controversy, 544-547

“In consequence of Adam’s sin, death passed 
upon the whole human race. All alike go down 
into the grave. And through the provisions of 
the plan of salvation, all are to be brought forth 
from their graves. ‘There shall be a resurrection 



22 Foundation and Pillars of the Christian Faith

of the dead, both of the just and unjust;’ ‘for as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.’ Acts 24:15; 1 Corinthians 15:22. 
But a distinction is made between the two 
classes that are brought forth. ‘All that are in 
the graves shall hear His voice, and shall come 
forth; they that have done good, unto the res-
urrection of life; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation.’ John 5:28, 
29. They who have been ‘accounted worthy’ of 
the resurrection of life are ‘blessed and holy.’ 
‘On such the second death hath no power.’ Rev-
elation 20:6. But those who have not, through 
repentance and faith, secured pardon, must re-
ceive the penalty of transgression—‘the wages 
of sin [Romans 6:23].’ They suffer punishment 
varying in duration and intensity, ‘according 
to their works [Revelation 20:13],’ but finally 
ending in the second death. Since it is impos-
sible for God, consistently with His justice and 
mercy, to save the sinner in his sins, He de-
prives him of the existence which his transgres-
sions have forfeited and of which he has proved 
himself unworthy. Says an inspired writer: ‘Yet 
a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, 
thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it 
shall not be.’ And another declares: ‘They shall 
be as though they had not been.’ Psalm 37:10; 
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Obadiah 16. Covered with infamy, they sink 
into hopeless, eternal oblivion. 

“Thus will be made an end of sin, with all the 
woe and ruin which have resulted from it. Says 
the psalmist: ‘Thou hast destroyed the wicked, 
Thou hast put out their name forever and ever. 
O thou enemy, destructions are come to a per-
petual end.’ Psalm 9:5, 6. John, in the Revela-
tion, looking forward to the eternal state, hears 
a universal anthem of praise undisturbed by one 
note of discord. Every creature in heaven and 
earth was heard ascribing glory to God. Rev-
elation 5:13. There will then be no lost souls to 
blaspheme God as they writhe in never-ending 
torment; no wretched beings in hell will mingle 
their shrieks with the songs of the saved. 

“Upon the fundamental error of natural im-
mortality rests the doctrine of consciousness 
in death—a doctrine, like eternal torment, op-
posed to the teachings of the Scriptures, to the 
dictates of reason, and to our feelings of hu-
manity. According to the popular belief, the re-
deemed in heaven are acquainted with all that 
takes place on the earth and especially with the 
lives of the friends whom they have left behind. 
But how could it be a source of happiness to 
the dead to know the troubles of the living, 
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to witness the sins committed by their own 
loved ones, and to see them enduring all the 
sorrows, disappointments, and anguish of life? 
How much of heaven’s bliss would be enjoyed 
by those who were hovering over their friends 
on earth? And how utterly revolting is the be-
lief that as soon as the breath leaves the body 
the soul of the impenitent is consigned to the 
flames of hell! To what depths of anguish must 
those be plunged who see their friends passing 
to the grave unprepared, to enter upon an eter-
nity of woe and sin! Many have been driven to 
insanity by this harrowing thought.  

“What say the Scriptures concerning these 
things? David declares that man is not con-
scious in death. ‘His breath goeth forth, he 
returneth to his earth; in that very day his 
thoughts perish.’ Psalm 146:4. Solomon bears 
the same testimony: ‘The living know that they 
shall die: but the dead know not anything.’ 
‘Their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is 
now perished; neither have they any more a 
portion forever in anything that is done un-
der the sun.’ ‘There is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither 
thou goest.’ Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6, 10.  
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“When, in answer to his prayer, Hezekiah’s life 
was prolonged fifteen years, the grateful king 
rendered to God a tribute of praise for His 
great mercy. In this song he tells the reason why 
he thus rejoices: ‘The grave cannot praise Thee, 
death cannot celebrate Thee: they that go down 
into the pit cannot hope for Thy truth. The liv-
ing, the living, he shall praise Thee, as I do this 
day.’ Isaiah 38:18, 19. Popular theology repre-
sents the righteous dead as in heaven, entered 
into bliss and praising God with an immortal 
tongue; but Hezekiah could see no such glori-
ous prospect in death. With his words agrees 
the testimony of the psalmist: ‘In death there 
is no remembrance of Thee: in the grave who 
shall give Thee thanks?’ ‘The dead praise not 
the Lord, neither any that go down into silence.’ 
Psalm 6:5; 115:17.  

“Peter on the Day of Pentecost declared that the 
patriarch David ‘is both dead and buried, and 
his sepulcher is with us unto this day.’ ‘For Da-
vid is not ascended into the heavens.’ Acts 2:29, 
34. The fact that David remains in the grave 
until the resurrection proves that the righteous 
do not go to heaven at death. It is only through 
the resurrection, and by virtue of the fact that 
Christ has risen, that David can at last sit at the 
right hand of God.  
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“And said Paul: ‘If the dead rise not, then is 
not Christ raised: and if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then 
they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished.’ 1 Corinthians 15:16-18. If for four 
thousand years the righteous had gone directly 
to heaven at death, how could Paul have said 
that if there is no resurrection, ‘they also which 
are fallen asleep in Christ are perished’? No res-
urrection would be necessary.”

1 Thessalonians 4:14

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so God will bring with Him those who 
sleep in Jesus.”

Job 14:10-12

“But man dies and is laid away; indeed he 
breathes his last and where is he?  As water 
disappears from the sea, and a river becomes 
parched and dries up, so man lies down and 
does not rise. Till the heavens are no more, they 
will not awake nor be roused from their sleep.”

Ecclesiastes 12:6

“Remember your Creator before the silver cord 
is loosed, or the golden bowl is broken, or the 
pitcher shattered at the fountain, or the wheel 
broken at the well.”
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Job 14:21

“His sons come to honor, and he does not know 
it; they are brought low, and he does not per-
ceive it.”

1 Corinthians 15:52-55

“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed. For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality. So when this corruptible has 
put on incorruption, and this mortal has put 
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed 
up in victory.’ ‘O Death, where is your sting? O 
Hades, where is your victory?’ ”

Great Controversy, 549, 550

“The theory of the immortality of the soul was 
one of those false doctrines that Rome, borrow-
ing from paganism, incorporated into the reli-
gion of Christendom. Martin Luther classed it 
with the ‘monstrous fables that form part of the 
Roman dunghill of decretals.’—E. Petavel, The 
Problem of Immortality, page 255. Commenting 
on the words of Solomon in Ecclesiastes, that 
the dead know not anything, the Reformer says: 
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‘Another place proving that the dead have no … 
feeling. There is, saith he, no duty, no science, 
no knowledge, no wisdom there. Solomon jud-
geth that the dead are asleep, and feel nothing 
at all. For the dead lie there, accounting neither 
days nor years, but when they are awaked, they 
shall seem to have slept scarce one minute.’— 
Martin Luther, Exposition of Solomon’s Booke 
Called Ecclesiastes, page 152. 

“Nowhere in the Sacred Scriptures is found the 
statement that the righteous go to their reward 
or the wicked to their punishment at death. 
The patriarchs and prophets have left no such 
assurance. Christ and His apostles have given 
no hint of it. The Bible clearly teaches that the 
dead do not go immediately to heaven. They 
are represented as sleeping until the resurrec-
tion. 1 Thessalonians 4:14; Job 14:10-12. In 
the very day when the silver cord is loosed and 
the golden bowl broken (Ecclesiastes 12:6), 
man’s thoughts perish. They that go down to 
the grave are in silence. They know no more of 
anything that is done under the sun. Job 14:21. 
Blessed rest for the weary righteous! Time, be 
it long or short, is but a moment to them. They 
sleep; they are awakened by the trump of God 
to a glorious immortality. ‘For the trumpet shall 
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sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrupt-
ible. … So when this corruptible shall have put 
on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put 
on immortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written, Death is swallowed 
up in victory.’ 1 Corinthians 15:52-54. As they 
are called forth from their deep slumber they 
begin to think just where they ceased. The 
last sensation was the pang of death; the last 
thought, that they were falling beneath the 
power of the grave. When they arise from the 
tomb, their first glad thought will be echoed 
in the triumphal shout: ‘O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory?’ Verse 55.”

Hebrews 1:14

“Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth 
to minister for those who will inherit salvation?”

1 Timothy 4:1

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter 
times some will depart from the faith, giving 
heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of de-
mons.”

Great Controversy, 551-553

“The doctrine of natural immortality, first bor-
rowed from the pagan philosophy, and in the 
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darkness of the great apostasy incorporated 
into the Christian faith, has supplanted the 
truth, so plainly taught in Scripture, that ‘the 
dead know not anything [Ecclesiastes 9:5].’ 
Multitudes have come to believe that it is spir-
its of the dead who are the ‘ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be 
heirs of salvation [Hebrews 1:14].’ And this 
notwithstanding the testimony of Scripture 
to the existence of heavenly angels, and their 
connection with the history of man, before the 
death of a human being.  

“The doctrine of man’s consciousness in death, 
especially the belief that spirits of the dead re-
turn to minister to the living, has prepared the 
way for modern spiritualism. If the dead are 
admitted to the presence of God and holy an-
gels, and privileged with knowledge far exceed-
ing what they before possessed, why should 
they not return to the earth to enlighten and 
instruct the living? If, as taught by popular 
theologians, spirits of the dead are hovering 
about their friends on earth, why should they 
not be permitted to communicate with them, 
to warn them against evil, or to comfort them 
in sorrow? How can those who believe in man’s 
consciousness in death reject what comes to 
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them as divine light communicated by glorified 
spirits? Here is a channel regarded as sacred, 
through which Satan works for the accom-
plishment of his purposes. The fallen angels 
who do his bidding appear as messengers from 
the spirit world. While professing to bring the 
living into communication with the dead, the 
prince of evil exercises his bewitching influence 
upon their minds.  

“He has power to bring before men the appear-
ance of their departed friends. The counterfeit 
is perfect; the familiar look, the words, the tone, 
are reproduced with marvelous distinctness. 
Many are comforted with the assurance that 
their loved ones are enjoying the bliss of heav-
en, and without suspicion of danger, they give 
ear ‘to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils  
[1 Timothy 4:1].’ 

“When they have been led to believe that the 
dead actually return to communicate with 
them, Satan causes those to appear who went 
into the grave unprepared. They claim to be 
happy in heaven and even to occupy exalted 
positions there, and thus the error is widely 
taught that no difference is made between the 
righteous and the wicked. The pretended visi-
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tants from the world of spirits sometimes utter 
cautions and warnings which prove to be cor-
rect. Then, as confidence is gained, they present 
doctrines that directly undermine faith in the 
Scriptures. With an appearance of deep inter-
est in the well-being of their friends on earth, 
they insinuate the most dangerous errors. The 
fact that they state some truths, and are able 
at times to foretell future events, gives to their 
statements an appearance of reliability; and 
their false teachings are accepted by the mul-
titudes as readily, and believed as implicitly, as 
if they were the most sacred truths of the Bible. 
The law of God is set aside, the Spirit of grace 
despised, the blood of the covenant counted 
an unholy thing. The spirits deny the deity of 
Christ and place even the Creator on a level 
with themselves. Thus under a new disguise the 
great rebel still carries on his warfare against 
God, begun in heaven and for nearly six thou-
sand years continued upon the earth.”

Revelation 3:10

“Because you have kept My command to perse-
vere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial 
which shall come upon the whole world, to test 
those who dwell on the earth.”
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Great Controversy, 560

“Many will be confronted by the spirits of devils 
personating beloved relatives or friends and de-
claring the most dangerous heresies. These visi-
tants will appeal to our tenderest sympathies 
and will work miracles to sustain their preten-
sions. We must be prepared to withstand them 
with the Bible truth that the dead know not 
anything and that they who thus appear are the 
spirits of devils.  

“Just before us is ‘the hour of temptation, which 
shall come upon all the world, to try them that 
dwell upon the earth.’ Revelation 3:10. All 
whose faith is not firmly established upon the 
word of God will be deceived and overcome. 
Satan ‘works with all deceivableness of un-
righteousness’ to gain control of the children 
of men, and his deceptions will continually in-
crease. But he can gain his object only as men 
voluntarily yield to his temptations. Those who 
are earnestly seeking a knowledge of the truth 
and are striving to purify their souls through 
obedience, thus doing what they can to prepare 
for the conflict, will find, in the God of truth, a 
sure defense.”
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Thought Questions

1. To Whom does every soul rightfully 
belong? 
 See p 5

2. What does the Bible say happens to 
the soul that sins? 
 See pp 5, 12-15, 18, 20, 22

3. What do the dead know, remember, 
think, say or do? 
 See pp 20, 21, 24-26

4. Does an individual go straight to 
heaven or to hell when they die? 
 See p 28

5. Through what provision are both the 
righteous and wicked raised? 
 See pp 21, 22

6. To what end are the righteous raised? 
 See pp 18, 22, 26, 27

7. To what end are the wicked raised? 
 See p 22



8.  Who first contradicted the statement 
of God that disobedience would result 
in  death? 
 See p 13

9. Is there an eternally burning hell? 
 See pp 17, 19, 21, 23

10.  What only is our safety against Satan’s 
delusions? 
 See pp 32, 33; See also Booklets #1-6, 
8, 9 
  


