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Preface
A Treatise from Inspiration

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path.” Psalm 119:105.

“The central theme of the Bible, the theme about 
which every other in the whole book clusters, 
is the redemption plan, the restoration in the 
human soul of the image of God. From the first 
intimation of hope in the sentence pronounced 
in Eden to that last glorious promise of the 
Revelation, ‘They shall see His face; and His 
name shall be in their foreheads’ (Revelation 
22:4), the burden of every book and every pas-
sage of the Bible is the unfolding of this won-
drous theme,—man’s uplifting,—the power of 
God, ‘which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’ 1 Corinthians 15:57.

“He who grasps this thought has before him 
an infinite field for study. He has the key that 
will unlock to him the whole treasure house of 
God’s word.” Education, 125, 126.

As we study inspiration we find so clearly out-
lined the cosmic struggle between God and 
Satan, good and evil, righteousness and un-
righteousness, and we learn of the mighty plan 



of God and His only Son, Jesus, to provide 
a means of escape from the curse and conse-
quence of sin. How true the word that he who 
understands that God’s covenant to redeem 
man is the central theme of the Bible has “the 
key that will unlock to him the whole treasure 
house of God’s word.”

So, dear reader, it is the deep, earnest, candid 
study of the new covenant, the plan of redemp-
tion,—the foundation of the Christian’s faith—
and its application to our hearts and lives that is 
the first goal and purpose of this series of book-
lets. The second goal and purpose is to gain a 
deep understanding of the pillars of our faith 
that, along with the foundation, give solidity 
and strength to our faith. 

May you study through the lens, the magnify-
ing glass of the new covenant, God’s wonder-
ful plan of redemption, to restore in the human 
soul His own image. May God be with you, and 
His Holy Spirit be your Teacher and Guide.

* Thought questions at the end of the book
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Romans 3:23

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.”

Romans 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

1 John 1:9

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”

At the Cross

Patriarchs and Prophets, 63

“The broken law of God demanded the life 
of the sinner. In all the universe there was 
but one who could, in behalf of man, satisfy 
its claims. Since the divine law is as sacred as 
God Himself, only one equal with God could 
make atonement for its transgression. None but 
Christ could redeem fallen man from the curse 
of the law and bring him again into harmony 

(5)
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with Heaven. Christ would take upon Himself 
the guilt and shame of sin—sin so offensive to 
a holy God that it must separate the Father and 
His Son. Christ would reach to the depths of 
misery to rescue the ruined race.”

Revelation 13:8 

“All who dwell on the earth will worship him 
[the beast], whose names have not been written 
in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world.”

John 3:14-17

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be saved.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 63

“The plan of salvation had been laid before the 
creation of the earth; for Christ is ‘the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world’ (Reve-
lation 13:8); yet it was a struggle, even with the 



7The Atonement

King of the universe, to yield up His Son to die 
for the guilty race. But ‘God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ John 3:16.”

Daniel 9:26, 27

“And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be 
cut off, but not for Himself; … He shall con-
firm a covenant with many for one week; but in 
the middle of the week He shall bring an end 
to sacrifice and offering.”

2 Corinthians 5:18, 19, 21

“Now all things are of God, who has reconciled 
us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has 
given us the ministry of reconciliation,  that is, 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to 
them, and has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation.” 

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 
for us, that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him.”

1 John 3:2

“Beloved, now we are children of God; and it 
has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but 
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we know that when He is revealed, we shall be 
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 64 

“God was to be manifest in Christ, ‘reconciling 
the world unto Himself.’ 2 Corinthians 5:19. 
Man had become so degraded by sin that it was 
impossible for him, in himself, to come into 
harmony with Him whose nature is purity and 
goodness. But Christ, after having redeemed 
man from the condemnation of the law, could 
impart divine power to unite with human effort. 
Thus by repentance toward God and faith in 
Christ the fallen children of Adam might once 
more become ‘sons of God.’ 1 John 3:2.”

Genesis 3:15

“And I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your seed and her Seed; 
He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise 
His heel.”

Great Controversy, 347, 348

“The kingdom of grace was instituted imme-
diately after the fall of man, when a plan was 
devised for the redemption of the guilty race. It 
then existed in the purpose and by the promise 
of God; and through faith, men could become 
its subjects. Yet it was not actually established 
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until the death of Christ. Even after entering 
upon His earthly mission, the Saviour, wea-
ried with the stubbornness and ingratitude of 
men, might have drawn back from the sacri-
fice of Calvary. In Gethsemane the cup of woe 
trembled in His hand. He might even then 
have wiped the blood-sweat from His brow 
and have left the guilty race to perish in their 
iniquity. Had He done this, there could have 
been no redemption for fallen men. But when 
the Saviour yielded up His life, and with His 
expiring breath cried out, ‘It is finished,’ then 
the fulfillment of the plan of redemption was 
assured. The promise of salvation made to the 
sinful pair in Eden was ratified. The kingdom of 
grace, which had before existed by the promise 
of God, was then established.”

John 19:30

“So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He 
said, ‘It is finished!’ And bowing His head, He 
gave up His spirit.”

Matthew 27:50, 51 (See also Mark 15:37; 
Luke 23:45, 46)

“And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and 
yielded up His spirit. Then, behold, the veil of 
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; 
and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split.”
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Manuscript 111, 1897; Manuscript Releases 
Volume 12, 409

“When Christ cried, ‘It is finished,’ God’s 
unseen hand rent the strong fabric composing 
the veil of the Temple from top to bottom. The 
way into the Holiest of all was made manifest. 
God bowed His head satisfied. Now His jus-
tice and mercy could blend. He could be just, 
and yet the justifier of all who should believe 
on Christ. He looked upon the victim expiring 
on the cross, and said, ‘It is finished. The human 
race shall have another trial.’ The redemption 
price was paid, and Satan fell like lightning 
from heaven.”

Youth’s Instructor, April 25, 1901 

“Entire justice was done in the atonement. In 
the place of the sinner, the spotless Son of God 
received the penalty, and the sinner goes free as 
long as he receives and holds Christ as his per-
sonal Saviour. Though guilty, he is looked upon 
as innocent. Christ fulfilled every requirement 
demanded by justice. God’s character as a God 
of holiness, a God of goodness, compassion, 
and love combined, was revealed in his Son. 
In the cross of Christ, God gave the world a 
mighty pledge of his justice and love.”
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Revelation 3:7

“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia 
write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He 
who is true, “He who has the key of David, He 
who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no 
one opens.” ’ ”

John 19:28

“After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were 
now accomplished, that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled, said, ‘I thirst!’ ”

Manuscript Releases, vol. 12, 408, 409

“ ‘Jesus, knowing that all things were now 
accomplished [ John 19:28],’ cried out with a 
loud voice, ‘It is finished.’ The work that Thou 
gavest Me is accomplished. Thus He gave His 
dying testimony to men and angels that the 
work He came to earth to do was to save a per-
ishing world by His death.

“When Christ spoke these words, He addressed 
His Father. Christ was not alone in making 
this great sacrifice. It was the fulfillment of the 
covenant made between the Father and the 
Son before the foundation of the earth was 
laid. With clasped hands they entered into 
the solemn pledge that Christ would become 
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the substitute and surety for the human race if 
they were overcome by Satan’s sophistry. The 
compact was now being fully consummated. 
The climax was reached. Christ had the con-
sciousness that He had fulfilled to the letter the 
pledge He had made. In death He was more 
than conqueror. The redemption price has been 
paid. His right hand and His glorious holy arm 
have gotten Him the victory. 

“When He uttered the cry, ‘It is finished,’ Christ 
knew that the battle was won. As a moral con-
queror, He planted His banner on the eternal 
heights. Was there not joy among the angels? 
Not a son, not a daughter of Adam, but could 
now lay hold on the merits of the spotless Son 
of God, and say, Christ has died for me. He 
is my Saviour. The blood that speaketh better 
things than that of Abel has been shed.

“The darkness rolled away from the Saviour 
and from the cross. Christ bowed His head 
and died. In His incarnation He had reached 
the prescribed limit as a sacrifice, but not as 
a Redeemer. The controversy in regard to the 
rebellion was answered. The human race has an 
open door set before them. ‘These things saith 
He that is holy, He that is true, He that hath 
the key of David, He that openeth, and no man 
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shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth.’ 
[Revelation 3:7].”

The Daily Service in the Sanctuary on Earth

Leviticus 4:28-31

“Or if his sin which he has committed comes to 
his knowledge, then he shall bring as his offer-
ing a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, 
for his sin which he has committed. And he 
shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offer-
ing, and kill the sin offering at the place of the 
burnt offering. Then the priest shall take some 
of its blood with his finger, put it on the horns 
of the altar of burnt offering, and pour all the 
remaining blood at the base of the altar. He 
shall remove all its fat, as fat is removed from 
the sacrifice of the peace offering; and the priest 
shall burn it on the altar for a sweet aroma to 
the Lord. So the priest shall make atonement 
for him, and it shall be forgiven him.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 353

“The incense, ascending with the prayers of Israel, 
represents the merits and intercession of Christ, 
His perfect righteousness, which through faith 
is imputed to His people, and which can alone 
make the worship of sinful beings acceptable to 
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God. Before the veil of the most holy place was 
an altar of perpetual intercession, before the 
holy, an altar of continual atonement. By blood 
and by incense God was to be approached—
symbols pointing to the great Mediator, 
through whom sinners may approach Jehovah, 
and through whom alone mercy and salvation 
can be granted to the repentant, believing soul.”

Manuscript 14, 1901

“In the service of the Jewish priesthood we 
are continually reminded of the sacrifice and 
intercession of Christ. All who come to Christ 
today are to remember that His merit is the 
incense that mingles with the prayers of those 
who repent of their sins and receive pardon and 
mercy and grace. Our need of Christ’s interces-
sion is constant.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 354, 355

“The most important part of the daily minis-
tration was the service performed in behalf of 
individuals. The repentant sinner brought his 
offering to the door of the tabernacle, and, plac-
ing his hand upon the victim’s head, confessed 
his sins, thus in figure transferring them from 
himself to the innocent sacrifice. By his own 
hand the animal was then slain, and the blood 
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was carried by the priest into the holy place 
and sprinkled before the veil, behind which 
was the ark containing the law that the sinner 
had transgressed. By this ceremony the sin was, 
through the blood, transferred in figure to the 
sanctuary.”

Hebrews 9:22

“And according to the law almost all things are 
purified with blood, and without shedding of 
blood there is no remission.”

Leviticus 17:11

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and 
I have given it to you upon the altar to make 
atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that 
makes atonement for the soul.”

Great Controversy, 418

“The ministration of the earthly sanctuary con-
sisted of two divisions; the priests ministered 
daily in the holy place, while once a year the 
high priest performed a special work of atone-
ment in the most holy, for the cleansing of the 
sanctuary. Day by day the repentant sinner 
brought his offering to the door of the taber-
nacle and, placing his hand upon the victim’s 
head, confessed his sins, thus in figure transfer-
ring them from himself to the innocent sacri-
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fice. The animal was then slain. ‘Without shed-
ding of blood [Hebrews 9:22],’ says the apostle, 
there is no remission of sin. ‘The life of the flesh 
is in the blood.’ Leviticus 17:11. The broken law 
of God demanded the life of the transgressor. 
The blood, representing the forfeited life of the 
sinner, whose guilt the victim bore, was carried 
by the priest into the holy place and sprinkled 
before the veil, behind which was the ark con-
taining the law that the sinner had transgressed. 
By this ceremony the sin was, through the blood, 
transferred in figure to the sanctuary.”

The Day of Atonement Service in the  
Sanctuary on Earth

Leviticus 16:8, 15-19, 21, 22, 32-34

“ ‘Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: 
one lot for the Lord and the other lot for the 
scapegoat.’

‘Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering, 
which is for the people, bring its blood inside 
the veil, do with that blood as he did with the 
blood of the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy 
seat and before the mercy seat. So he shall 
make atonement for the Holy Place, because 
of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and 
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because of their transgressions, for all their sins; 
and so he shall do for the tabernacle of meet-
ing which remains among them in the midst of 
their uncleanness. There shall be no man in the 
tabernacle of meeting when he goes in to make 
atonement in the Holy Place, until he comes 
out, that he may make atonement for himself, 
for his household, and for all the assembly of 
Israel. And he shall go out to the altar that is 
before the Lord, and make atonement for it, 
and shall take some of the blood of the bull and 
some of the blood of the goat, and put it on 
the horns of the altar all around. Then he shall 
sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger 
seven times, cleanse it, and consecrate it from 
the uncleanness of the children of Israel.’ 

‘Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of 
the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of 
the children of Israel, and all their transgres-
sions, concerning all their sins, putting them on 
the head of the goat, and shall send it away into 
the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man. 
The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities 
to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the 
goat in the wilderness.’

‘And the priest, who is anointed and consecrated 
to minister as priest in his father’s place, shall 
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make atonement, and put on the linen clothes, 
the holy garments; then he shall make atone-
ment for the Holy Sanctuary, and he shall make 
atonement for the tabernacle of meeting and 
for the altar, and he shall make atonement for 
the priests and for all the people of the assem-
bly.  This shall be an everlasting statute for you, 
to make atonement for the children of Israel, 
for all their sins, once a year.’ And he did as the 
Lord commanded Moses.”

Great Controversy, 418, 419

“Such was the work that went on, day by day, 
throughout the year. The sins of Israel were 
thus transferred to the sanctuary, and a special 
work became necessary for their removal. God 
commanded that an atonement be made for 
each of the sacred apartments. ‘He shall make 
an atonement for the holy place, because of 
the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and 
because of their transgressions in all their sins: 
and so shall he do for the tabernacle of the con-
gregation, that remaineth among them in the 
midst of their uncleanness.’ An atonement was 
also to be made for the altar, to ‘cleanse it, and 
hallow it from the uncleanness of the children 
of Israel.’ Leviticus 16:16, 19.  
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“Once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, 
the priest entered the most holy place for the 
cleansing of the sanctuary. The work there per-
formed completed the yearly round of minis-
tration. On the Day of Atonement two kids of 
the goats were brought to the door of the taber-
nacle, and lots were cast upon them, ‘one lot for 
the Lord, and the other lot for the scapegoat.’ 
Verse 8. The goat upon which fell the lot for the 
Lord was to be slain as a sin offering for the 
people. And the priest was to bring his blood 
within the veil and sprinkle it upon the mercy 
seat and before the mercy seat. The blood was 
also to be sprinkled upon the altar of incense 
that was before the veil.  

“ ‘And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the 
head of the live goat, and confess over him all the 
iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their 
transgressions in all their sins, putting them 
upon the head of the goat, and shall send him 
away by the hand of a fit man into the wilder-
ness: and the goat shall bear upon him all their 
iniquities unto a land not inhabited.’ Verses 21, 
22. The scapegoat came no more into the camp 
of Israel, and the man who led him away was 
required to wash himself and his clothing with 
water before returning to the camp.”
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Hebrews 8:5

“Who serve the copy and shadow of the heav-
enly things, as Moses was divinely instructed 
when he was about to make the tabernacle. For 
He said, ‘See that you make all things accord-
ing to the pattern shown you on the mountain.’ ”

Great Controversy, 420

“Important truths concerning the atonement 
are taught by the typical service. A substitute 
was accepted in the sinner’s stead; but the sin 
was not canceled by the blood of the victim. A 
means was thus provided by which it was trans-
ferred to the sanctuary. By the offering of blood 
the sinner acknowledged the authority of the 
law, confessed his guilt in transgression, and 
expressed his desire for pardon through faith 
in a Redeemer to come; but he was not yet 
entirely released from the condemnation of the 
law. On the Day of Atonement the high priest, 
having taken an offering from the congregation, 
went into the most holy place with the blood of 
this offering, and sprinkled it upon the mercy 
seat, directly over the law, to make satisfaction 
for its claims. Then, in his character of mediator, 
he took the sins upon himself and bore them 
from the sanctuary. Placing his hands upon the 
head of the scapegoat, he confessed over him 
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all these sins, thus in figure transferring them 
from himself to the goat. The goat then bore 
them away, and they were regarded as forever 
separated from the people.

“Such was the service performed ‘unto the exam-
ple and shadow of heavenly things [Hebrews 
8:5].’ And what was done in type in the minis-
tration of the earthly sanctuary is done in reality 
in the ministration of the heavenly sanctuary.”

The Daily Service in the Sanctuary in Heaven

Revelation 4:5

“And from the throne proceeded lightnings, 
thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire 
were burning before the throne, which are the 
seven Spirits of God.”

Revelation 8:3

“Then another angel, having a golden censer, 
came and stood at the altar. He was given much 
incense, that he should offer it with the prayers 
of all the saints upon the golden altar which 
was before the throne.”
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Great Controversy, 414, 415

“The holy places of the sanctuary in heaven are 
represented by the two apartments in the sanc-
tuary on earth. As in vision the apostle John was 
granted a view of the temple of God in heaven, 
he beheld there ‘seven lamps of fire burning 
before the throne.’ Revelation 4:5. He saw an 
angel ‘having a golden censer; and there was 
given unto him much incense, that he should 
offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne.’ Rev-
elation 8:3. Here the prophet was permitted to 
behold the first apartment of the sanctuary in 
heaven; and he saw there the ‘seven lamps of 
fire’ and ‘the golden altar,’ represented by the 
golden candlestick and the altar of incense in 
the sanctuary on earth.”

Hebrews 6:19, 20 

“This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and steadfast, and which enters the 
Presence behind the veil, where the forerunner 
has entered for us, even Jesus, having become 
High Priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek.”
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Great Controversy, 489

“The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in 
the sanctuary above is as essential to the plan 
of salvation as was His death upon the cross. 
By His death He began that work which after 
His resurrection He ascended to complete in 
heaven. We must by faith enter within the 
veil, ‘whither the forerunner is for us entered.’ 
Hebrews 6:20. There the light from the cross of 
Calvary is reflected. There we may gain a clearer 
insight into the mysteries of redemption. The 
salvation of man is accomplished at an infinite 
expense to heaven; the sacrifice made is equal 
to the broadest demands of the broken law of 
God. Jesus has opened the way to the Father’s 
throne, and through His mediation the sincere 
desire of all who come to Him in faith may be 
presented before God.”

Hebrews 9:24 

“For Christ has not entered the holy places 
made with hands, which are copies of the true, 
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us.”

Hebrews 9:12 

“Not with the blood of goats and calves, but 
with His own blood He entered the Most 
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Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal 
redemption.”

Zechariah 6:12, 13

“Then speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, saying: “Behold, the Man whose name 
is the BRANCH! From His place He shall 
branch out, and He shall build the temple of 
the Lord; Yes, He shall build the temple of the 
Lord. He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and 
rule on His throne; so He shall be a priest on 
His throne, and the counsel of peace shall be 
between them both.” ’ ”

Ephesians 2:20-22

“Having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself 
being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole 
building, being fitted together, grows into a 
holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are 
being built together for a dwelling place of God 
in the Spirit.”

Revelation 1:5, 6

“And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the 
kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and 
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has made us kings and priests to His God and 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen.”

Luke 1:32, 33

“He will be great, and will be called the Son of 
the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him 
the throne of His father David. And He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
His kingdom there will be no end.”

Revelation 3:21

“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with 
Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat 
down with My Father on His throne.”

Isaiah 53:4

“Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smit-
ten by God, and afflicted.”

Hebrews 4:15

“For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 
points tempted as we are, yet without sin.”

Hebrews 2:18

“For in that He Himself has suffered, being 
tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.”
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1 John 2:1 

“My little children, these things I write to you, 
so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous.”

John 16:26, 27

“In that day you will ask in My name, and I do 
not say to you that I shall pray the Father for 
you; for the Father Himself loves you, because 
you have loved Me, and have believed that I 
came forth from God.”

Great Controversy, 415-417

“The work of Christ as man’s intercessor is pre-
sented in that beautiful prophecy of Zechariah 
concerning Him ‘whose name is the Branch.’ 
Says the prophet: ‘He shall build the temple of 
the Lord; and He shall bear the glory, and shall 
sit and rule upon His [the Father’s] throne; and 
He shall be a priest upon His throne: and the 
counsel of peace shall be between Them both.’ 
Zechariah 6:12, 13.

“ ‘He shall build the temple of the Lord.’ By His 
sacrifice and mediation Christ is both the foun-
dation and the builder of the church of God. 
The apostle Paul points to Him as ‘the chief 
Cornerstone; in whom all the building fitly 
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framed together groweth into an holy temple in 
the Lord: in whom ye also,’ he says, ‘are builded 
together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit.’ Ephesians 2:20-22. 

 “ ‘He shall bear the glory.’ To Christ belongs the 
glory of redemption for the fallen race. Through 
the eternal ages, the song of the ransomed 
ones will be: ‘Unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood,  …  
to Him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever.’ Revelation 1:5, 6. 

“He ‘shall sit and rule upon His throne; and He 
shall be a priest upon His throne [Zechariah 
6:13].’ Not now ‘upon the throne of His glory;’ 
the kingdom of glory has not yet been ushered 
in. Not until His work as a mediator shall be 
ended will God ‘give unto Him the throne of 
His father David,’ a kingdom of which ‘there 
shall be no end.’ Luke 1:32, 33. As a priest, 
Christ is now set down with the Father in His 
throne. Revelation 3:21. Upon the throne with 
the eternal, self-existent One is He who ‘hath 
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows,’ who 
‘was in all points tempted like as we are, yet with-
out sin,’ that He might be ‘able to succor them 
that are tempted.’ ‘If any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father.’ Isaiah 53:4; Hebrews 
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4:15; 2:18; 1 John 2:1. His intercession is that of 
a pierced and broken body, of a spotless life. The 
wounded hands, the pierced side, the marred 
feet, plead for fallen man, whose redemption 
was purchased at such infinite cost. 

“ ‘And the counsel of peace shall be between 
Them both.’ The love of the Father, no less than 
of the Son, is the fountain of salvation for the 
lost race. Said Jesus to His disciples before 
He went away: ‘I say not unto you, that I will 
pray the Father for you: for the Father Himself 
loveth you.’ John 16:26, 27. God was ‘in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself.’ 2 Cor-
inthians 5:19. And in the ministration in the 
sanctuary above, ‘the counsel of peace shall be 
between Them both.’ ‘God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ John 3:16.”

Acts 1:9-11 

“Now when He had spoken these things, while 
they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight. And while they 
looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went 
up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel, who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same 
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Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will so come in like manner as you saw Him go 
into heaven.’ ”

Desire of Ages, 831, 832

“While the disciples were still gazing upward, 
voices addressed them which sounded like 
richest music. They turned, and saw two angels 
in the form of men, who spoke to them, saying, 
‘Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from  
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen Him go into heaven.’ ”

Psalm 24:7

“Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted 
up, you everlasting doors! And the King of 
glory shall come in.”

Desire of Ages, 833, 834

“All heaven was waiting to welcome the Saviour 
to the celestial courts. As He ascended, He led 
the way, and the multitude of captives set free 
at His resurrection followed. The heavenly host, 
with shouts and acclamations of praise and 
celestial song, attended the joyous train. 

“As they drew near to the city of God, the chal-
lenge is given by the escorting angels,—‘Lift 
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up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall 
come in.’ …

“Then the portals of the city of God are opened 
wide, and the angelic throng sweep through the 
gates amid a burst of rapturous music.

“There is the throne, and around it the rainbow 
of promise. There are cherubim and seraphim. 
The commanders of the angel hosts, the sons 
of God, the representatives of the unfallen 
worlds, are assembled. The heavenly council 
before which Lucifer had accused God and His 
Son, the representatives of those sinless realms 
over which Satan had thought to establish 
his dominion,—all are there to welcome the 
Redeemer. They are eager to celebrate His tri-
umph and to glorify their King.

“But He waves them back. Not yet; He cannot 
now receive the coronet of glory and the royal 
robe. He enters into the presence of His Father 
[Revelation 5:6]. He points to His wounded 
head, the pierced side, the marred feet; He lifts 
His hands, bearing the print of nails. … Before 
the foundations of the earth were laid, the 
Father and the Son had united in a covenant to 
redeem man if he should be overcome by Satan. 
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They had clasped Their hands in a solemn 
pledge that Christ should become the surety 
for the human race. This pledge Christ has ful-
filled. When upon the cross He cried out, ‘It is 
finished,’ He addressed the Father. The compact 
had been fully carried out. …

“The voice of God is heard proclaiming that jus-
tice is satisfied.”

Hebrews 1:6

“But when He again brings the firstborn into 
the world, He says: ‘Let all the angels of God 
worship Him.’ ”

Desire of Ages, 834

“The Father’s arms encircle His Son, and the 
word is given, ‘Let all the angels of God wor-
ship Him.’ Hebrews 1:6.

“With joy unutterable, rulers and principalities 
and powers acknowledge the supremacy of the 
Prince of life. The angel host prostrate them-
selves before Him, while the glad shout fills all 
the courts of heaven.”

Revelation 5:12, 13

“Saying with a loud voice: ‘Worthy is the Lamb 
who was slain to receive power and riches and 
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wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and 
blessing!’ And every creature which is in heaven 
and on the earth and under the earth and such 
as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I 
heard saying: ‘Blessing and honor and glory 
and power be to Him who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb, forever and ever!’ ”

Isaiah 13:12 

“I will make a mortal more rare than fine gold, 
a man more than the golden wedge of Ophir.”

Desire of Ages, 790

“Jesus refused to receive the homage of His 
people until He had the assurance that His sac-
rifice was accepted by the Father. He ascended 
to the heavenly courts, and from God Himself 
heard the assurance that His atonement for the 
sins of men had been ample, that through His 
blood all might gain eternal life. The Father 
ratified the covenant made with Christ, that 
He would receive repentant and obedient men, 
and would love them even as He loves His Son. 
Christ was to complete His work, and fulfill 
His pledge to ‘make a man more precious than 
fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of 
Ophir.’ Isaiah 13:12.”
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John 20:17

“Jesus said to her, ‘Do not cling to Me, for I have 
not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My 
brethren and say to them, “I am ascending to 
My Father and your Father, and to My God 
and your God.” ’ ”

Hebrews 7:25

“Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost 
those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them.”

Desire of Ages, 835

“From that scene of heavenly joy, there comes 
back to us on earth the echo of Christ’s own 
wonderful words, ‘I ascend unto My Father, 
and your Father; and to My God, and your 
God.’ John 20:17 … ‘Wherefore He is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them.’ Hebrews 7:25.”

Hebrews 9:11, 12 

“But Christ came as High Priest of the good 
things to come, with the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that 
is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of 
goats and calves, but with His own blood He 
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entered the Most Holy Place once for all, hav-
ing obtained eternal redemption.”

Great Controversy, 420, 421

“After His ascension our Saviour began His 
work as our high priest. Says Paul: ‘Christ is 
not entered into the holy places made with 
hands, which are the figures of the true; but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the pres-
ence of God for us.’ Hebrews 9:24.

“The ministration of the priest throughout 
the year in the first apartment of the sanctu-
ary, ‘within the veil’ which formed the door and 
separated the holy place from the outer court, 
represents the work of ministration upon which 
Christ entered at His ascension. It was the work 
of the priest in the daily ministration to present 
before God the blood of the sin offering, also 
the incense which ascended with the prayers of 
Israel. So did Christ plead His blood before the 
Father in behalf of sinners, and present before 
Him also, with the precious fragrance of His 
own righteousness, the prayers of penitent 
believers. Such was the work of ministration in 
the first apartment of the sanctuary in heaven. 

“Thither the faith of Christ’s disciples followed 
Him as He ascended from their sight. Here 
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their hopes centered, ‘which hope we have,’ 
said Paul, ‘as an anchor of the soul, both sure 
and steadfast, and which entereth into that 
within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us 
entered, even Jesus, made an high priest forever.’ 
‘Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but 
by His own blood He entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption 
for us.’ Hebrews 6:19, 20; 9:12.  

“For eighteen centuries this work of ministra-
tion continued in the first apartment of the 
sanctuary. The blood of Christ, pleaded in 
behalf of penitent believers, secured their par-
don and acceptance with the Father, yet their 
sins still remained upon the books of record. As 
in the typical service there was a work of atone-
ment at the close of the year, so before Christ’s 
work for the redemption of men is completed 
there is a work of atonement for the removal of 
sin from the sanctuary. This is the service which 
began when the 2300 days ended. At that time, 
as foretold by Daniel the prophet, our High 
Priest entered the most holy, to perform the 
last division of His solemn work—to cleanse 
the sanctuary.”
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Ephesians 2:13, 14

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 
far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has 
made both one, and has broken down the mid-
dle wall of separation.”

Hebrews 10:11, 12

“And every priest stands ministering daily and 
offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which 
can never take away sins. But this Man, after 
He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat 
down at the right hand of God.”

The Judgment  - Investigative Phase 
(See Pillar “The Three Angels’ Messages”)

The Day of Atonement Service in the  
Sanctuary in Heaven 

1 Peter 4:17

“For the time has come for judgment to begin at 
the house of God; and if it begins with us first, 
what will be the end of those who do not obey 
the gospel of God?”
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Daniel 7:9, 10, 13

“I watched till thrones were put in place, and the 
Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was 
white as snow, and the hair of His head was 
like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, its 
wheels a burning fire; a fiery stream issued and 
came forth from before Him. A thousand thou-
sands ministered to Him; ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before Him. The court was 
seated, and the books were opened.” 

“I was watching in the night visions, and behold, 
One like the Son of Man, coming with the 
clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of 
Days, and they brought Him near before Him.”

Revelation 20:12

“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand-
ing before God, and books were opened. And 
another book was opened, which is the Book 
of Life. And the dead were judged according to 
their works, by the things which were written 
in the books.”

Luke 10:20

“Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the 
spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice 
because your names are written in heaven.”



38 Foundation and Pillars of the Christian Faith

Philippians 4:3

“And I urge you also, true companion, help these 
women who labored with me in the gospel, 
with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow 
workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.”

Daniel 12:1

“At that time Michael shall stand up, the great 
prince who stands watch over the sons of your 
people; and there shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was a nation, 
even to that time. And at that time your people 
shall be delivered, every one who is found writ-
ten in the book.”

Revelation 21:27

“But there shall by no means enter it anything 
that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, 
but only those who are written in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life.”

Malachi 3:16

“Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one 
another, and the Lord listened and heard them; 
so a book of remembrance was written before 
Him for those who fear the Lord and who 
meditate on His name.”
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Nehemiah 13:14

“Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and 
do not wipe out my good deeds that I have done 
for the house of my God, and for its services!”

Psalm 56:8

“You number my wanderings; put my tears into 
Your bottle; are they not in Your book?”

Ecclesiastes 12:14

“For God will bring every work into judgment, 
including every secret thing, whether good or 
evil.”

Matthew 12:36, 37

“But I say to you that for every idle word men 
may speak, they will give account of it in the 
day of judgment.  For by your words you will 
be justified, and by your words you will be con-
demned.”

1 Corinthians 4:5

“Therefore judge nothing before the time, until 
the Lord comes, who will both bring to light 
the hidden things of darkness and reveal the 
counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise 
will come from God.”
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Isaiah 65:6, 7

“ ‘Behold, it is written before Me: I will not 
keep silence, but will repay—even repay into 
their bosom—Your iniquities and the iniquities 
of your fathers together,’ says the Lord, ‘Who 
have burned incense on the mountains and 
blasphemed Me on the hills; therefore I will 
measure their former work into their bosom.’ ”

Luke 20:35, 36

“But those who are counted worthy to attain 
that age, and the resurrection from the dead, 
neither marry nor are given in marriage; nor 
can they die anymore, for they are equal to the 
angels and are sons of God, being sons of the 
resurrection.”

John 5:29 

“And come forth—those who have done good, 
to the resurrection of life, and those who have 
done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”

Exodus 32:33

“And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Whoever has 
sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My 
book.’ ”
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Ezekiel 18:24

“But when a righteous man turns away from 
his righteousness and commits iniquity, and 
does according to all the abominations that 
the wicked man does, shall he live? All the 
righteousness which he has done shall not be 
remembered; because of the unfaithfulness of 
which he is guilty and the sin which he has 
committed, because of them he shall die.”

Isaiah 43:25

“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgres-
sions for My own sake; and I will not remember 
your sins.”

Revelation 3:3-5

“Remember therefore how you have received 
and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you 
will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, 
and you will not know what hour I will come 
upon you. You have a few names even in Sardis 
who have not defiled their garments; and they 
shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 
He who overcomes shall be clothed in white 
garments, and I will not blot out his name from 
the Book of Life; but I will confess his name 
before My Father and before His angels.”
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Matthew 10:32, 33

“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, 
him I will also confess before My Father who is 
in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, 
him I will also deny before My Father who is 
in heaven.”

Micah 4:8

“And you, O tower of the flock, the stronghold 
of the daughter of Zion, to you shall it come, 
even the former dominion shall come, the 
kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem.”

Psalm 51:17

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a bro-
ken and a contrite heart—these, O God, You 
will not despise.”

Zechariah 3:2

“And the Lord said to Satan, ‘The Lord rebuke 
you, Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusa-
lem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked 
from the fire?’ ”

Ephesians 5:27

“That He might present her to Himself a glori-
ous church, not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, but that she should be holy and 
without blemish.”
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Acts 3:19, 20

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out, so that times of refresh-
ing may come from the presence of the Lord, 
and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was 
preached to you before.”

Hebrews 9:28

“So Christ was offered once to bear the sins of 
many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He 
will appear a second time, apart from sin, for 
salvation.”

Proverbs 28:13

“He who covers his sins will not prosper, but 
whoever confesses and forsakes them will have 
mercy.”

2 Corinthians 12:9

“And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for 
you, for My strength is made perfect in weak-
ness.’ Therefore most gladly I will rather boast 
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me.”

Matthew 11:29, 30

“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for 
I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
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rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My 
burden is light.”

Mark 13:33, 35, 36

“Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not 
know when the time is.” “Watch therefore, for 
you do not know when the master of the house 
is coming—in the evening, at midnight, at the 
crowing of the rooster, or in the morning—lest, 
coming suddenly, he find you sleeping.”

Revelation 22:11, 12

“He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who 
is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righ-
teous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, 
let him be holy still. And behold, I am coming 
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to 
every one according to his work.”

Matthew 24:39

“And did not know until the flood came and 
took them all away, so also will the coming of 
the Son of Man be.”

Daniel 5:27

“TEKEL: You have been weighed in the bal-
ances, and found wanting.”
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Great Controversy, 480-491

“In the typical service only those who had come 
before God with confession and repentance, 
and whose sins, through the blood of the sin 
offering, were transferred to the sanctuary, had 
a part in the service of the Day of Atonement. 
So in the great day of final atonement and 
investigative judgment the only cases consid-
ered are those of the professed people of God. 
The judgment of the wicked is a distinct and 
separate work, and takes place at a later period. 
‘Judgment must begin at the house of God: and 
if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of 
them that obey not the gospel?’ 1 Peter 4:17.  

“The books of record in heaven, in which the 
names and the deeds of men are registered, are 
to determine the decisions of the judgment. 
Says the prophet Daniel: ‘The judgment was 
set, and the books were opened [Daniel 7:10].’ 
The revelator, describing the same scene, adds: 
‘Another book was opened, which is the book 
of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, accord-
ing to their works.’ Revelation 20:12.  

“The book of life contains the names of all who 
have ever entered the service of God. Jesus bade 
His disciples: ‘Rejoice, because your names are 
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written in heaven.’ Luke 10:20. Paul speaks of 
his faithful fellow workers, ‘whose names are in 
the book of life.’ Philippians 4:3. Daniel, look-
ing down to ‘a time of trouble, such as never 
was,’ declares that God’s people shall be deliv-
ered, ‘everyone that shall be found written in 
the book.’ And the revelator says that those 
only shall enter the city of God whose names 
‘are written in the Lamb’s book of life.’ Daniel 
12:1; Revelation 21:27.

“ ‘A book of remembrance’ is written before 
God, in which are recorded the good deeds of 
‘them that feared the Lord, and that thought 
upon His name.’ Malachi 3:16. Their words 
of faith, their acts of love, are registered in 
heaven. Nehemiah refers to this when he says: 
‘Remember me, O my God, … and wipe not out 
my good deeds that I have done for the house 
of my God.’ Nehemiah 13:14. In the book of 
God’s remembrance every deed of righteous-
ness is immortalized. There every temptation 
resisted, every evil overcome, every word of ten-
der pity expressed, is faithfully chronicled. And 
every act of sacrifice, every suffering and sor-
row endured for Christ’s sake, is recorded. Says 
the psalmist: ‘Thou tellest my wanderings: put 
Thou my tears into Thy bottle: are they not in 
Thy book?’ Psalm 56:8.
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“There is a record also of the sins of men. ‘For 
God shall bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil.’ ‘Every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in 
the day of judgment.’ Says the Saviour: ‘By thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words 
thou shalt be condemned.’ Ecclesiastes 12:14; 
Matthew 12:36, 37. The secret purposes and 
motives appear in the unerring register; for 
God ‘will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and will make manifest the counsels 
of the hearts.’ 1 Corinthians 4:5. ‘Behold, it is 
written before Me, … your iniquities, and the 
iniquities of your fathers together, saith the 
Lord.’ Isaiah 65:6, 7.  

“Every man’s work passes in review before God 
and is registered for faithfulness or unfaith-
fulness. Opposite each name in the books of 
heaven is entered with terrible exactness every 
wrong word, every selfish act, every unfulfilled 
duty, and every secret sin, with every artful dis-
sembling. Heaven-sent warnings or reproofs 
neglected, wasted moments, unimproved 
opportunities, the influence exerted for good 
or for evil, with its far-reaching results, all are 
chronicled by the recording angel. …
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“Those who in the judgment are ‘accounted 
worthy’ will have a part in the resurrection 
of the just. Jesus said: ‘They which shall be 
accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the 
resurrection from the dead, … are equal unto 
the angels; and are the children of God, being 
the children of the resurrection.’ Luke 20:35, 
36. And again He declares that ‘they that have 
done good’ shall come forth ‘unto the resurrec-
tion of life.’ John 5:29. The righteous dead will 
not be raised until after the judgment at which 
they are accounted worthy of ‘the resurrection 
of life.’ Hence they will not be present in person 
at the tribunal when their records are examined 
and their cases decided.

“Jesus will appear as their advocate, to plead in 
their behalf before God. ‘If any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous.’ 1 John 2:1. ‘For Christ is not entered 
into the holy places made with hands, which 
are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God for us.’ 
‘Wherefore He is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing 
He ever liveth to make intercession for them.’ 
Hebrews 9:24; 7:25.



49The Atonement

“As the books of record are opened in the judg-
ment, the lives of all who have believed on Jesus 
come in review before God. Beginning with 
those who first lived upon the earth, our Advo-
cate presents the cases of each successive gen-
eration, and closes with the living. Every name 
is mentioned, every case closely investigated. 
Names are accepted, names rejected. When any 
have sins remaining upon the books of record, 
unrepented of and unforgiven, their names 
will be blotted out of the book of life, and the 
record of their good deeds will be erased from 
the book of God’s remembrance. The Lord 
declared to Moses: ‘Whosoever hath sinned 
against Me, him will I blot out of My book.’ 
Exodus 32:33. And says the prophet Ezekiel: 
‘When the righteous turneth away from his 
righteousness, and committeth iniquity, … all 
his righteousness that he hath done shall not be 
mentioned.’ Ezekiel 18:24.

“All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith 
claimed the blood of Christ as their atoning 
sacrifice, have had pardon entered against their 
names in the books of heaven; as they have 
become partakers of the righteousness of Christ, 
and their characters are found to be in harmony 
with the law of God, their sins will be blotted 
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out, and they themselves will be accounted 
worthy of eternal life. The Lord declares, by the 
prophet Isaiah: ‘I, even I, am He that blotteth 
out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and 
will not remember thy sins.’ Isaiah 43:25. Said 
Jesus: ‘He that overcometh, the same shall be 
clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot 
out his name out of the book of life, but I will 
confess his name before My Father, and before 
His angels.’ ‘Whosoever therefore shall confess 
Me before men, him will I confess also before 
My Father which is in heaven. But whosoever 
shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny 
before My Father which is in heaven.’ Revela-
tion 3:5; Matthew 10:32, 33.  

“The deepest interest manifested among men 
in the decisions of earthly tribunals but faintly 
represents the interest evinced in the heavenly 
courts when the names entered in the book of 
life come up in review before the Judge of all 
the earth. The divine Intercessor presents the 
plea that all who have overcome through faith 
in His blood be forgiven their transgressions, 
that they be restored to their Eden home, and 
crowned as joint heirs with Himself to ‘the 
first dominion.’ Micah 4:8. Satan in his efforts 
to deceive and tempt our race had thought to 
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frustrate the divine plan in man’s creation; but 
Christ now asks that this plan be carried into 
effect as if man had never fallen. He asks for 
His people not only pardon and justification, 
full and complete, but a share in His glory and 
a seat upon His throne. …

“Jesus does not excuse their sins, but shows 
their penitence and faith, and, claiming for 
them forgiveness, He lifts His wounded hands 
before the Father and the holy angels, saying: I 
know them by name. I have graven them on the 
palms of My hands. ‘The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O 
God, Thou wilt not despise.’ Psalm 51:17. And 
to the accuser of His people He declares: ‘The 
Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that 
hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this 
a brand plucked out of the fire?’ Zechariah 3:2. 
Christ will clothe His faithful ones with His 
own righteousness, that He may present them 
to His Father ‘a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.’ Ephesians 
5:27. Their names stand enrolled in the book 
of life, and concerning them it is written: ‘They 
shall walk with Me in white: for they are wor-
thy.’ Revelation 3:4. …
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“The work of the investigative judgment and the 
blotting out of sins is to be accomplished before 
the second advent of the Lord. Since the dead 
are to be judged out of the things written in 
the books, it is impossible that the sins of men 
should be blotted out until after the judgment 
at which their cases are to be investigated. But 
the apostle Peter distinctly states that the sins of 
believers will be blotted out ‘when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ.’ Acts 3:19, 
20. When the investigative judgment closes, 
Christ will come, and His reward will be with 
Him to give to every man as his work shall be.

“In the typical service the high priest, having 
made the atonement for Israel, came forth and 
blessed the congregation. So Christ, at the close 
of His work as mediator, will appear, ‘without 
sin unto salvation’ (Hebrews 9:28), to bless His 
waiting people with eternal life. As the priest, 
in removing the sins from the sanctuary, con-
fessed them upon the head of the scapegoat, so 
Christ will place all these sins upon Satan, the 
originator and instigator of sin. The scapegoat, 
bearing the sins of Israel, was sent away ‘unto a 
land not inhabited’ (Leviticus 16:22); so Satan, 
bearing the guilt of all the sins which he has 
caused God’s people to commit, will be for a 
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thousand years confined to the earth, which 
will then be desolate, without inhabitant, and 
he will at last suffer the full penalty of sin in the 
fires that shall destroy all the wicked. Thus the 
great plan of redemption will reach its accom-
plishment in the final eradication of sin and 
the deliverance of all who have been willing to 
renounce evil.

“At the time appointed for the judgment—the 
close of the 2300 days, in 1844—began the work 
of investigation and blotting out of sins. All who 
have ever taken upon themselves the name of 
Christ must pass its searching scrutiny. Both the 
living and the dead are to be judged ‘out of those 
things which were written in the books, accord-
ing to their works [Revelation 20:12].’  

“Sins that have not been repented of and for-
saken will not be pardoned and blotted out of 
the books of record, but will stand to witness 
against the sinner in the day of God. He may 
have committed his evil deeds in the light of 
day or in the darkness of night; but they were 
open and manifest before Him with whom we 
have to do. Angels of God witnessed each sin 
and registered it in the unerring records. Sin 
may be concealed, denied, covered up from 
father, mother, wife, children, and associates; 
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no one but the guilty actors may cherish the 
least suspicion of the wrong; but it is laid bare 
before the intelligences of heaven. The darkness 
of the darkest night, the secrecy of all deceptive 
arts, is not sufficient to veil one thought from 
the knowledge of the Eternal. God has an exact 
record of every unjust account and every unfair 
dealing. He is not deceived by appearances of 
piety. He makes no mistakes in His estimation 
of character. Men may be deceived by those 
who are corrupt in heart, but God pierces all 
disguises and reads the inner life.

“How solemn is the thought! Day after day, 
passing into eternity, bears its burden of records 
for the books of heaven. Words once spoken, 
deeds once done, can never be recalled. Angels 
have registered both the good and the evil. The 
mightiest conqueror upon the earth cannot call 
back the record of even a single day. Our acts, 
our words, even our most secret motives, all have 
their weight in deciding our destiny for weal or 
woe. Though they may be forgotten by us, they 
will bear their testimony to justify or condemn.

“As the features of the countenance are repro-
duced with unerring accuracy on the polished 
plate of the artist, so the character is faithfully 
delineated in the books above. Yet how little 
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solicitude is felt concerning that record which 
is to meet the gaze of heavenly beings. Could 
the veil which separates the visible from the 
invisible world be swept back, and the chil-
dren of men behold an angel recording every 
word and deed, which they must meet again in 
the judgment, how many words that are daily 
uttered would remain unspoken, how many 
deeds would remain undone.  

“In the judgment the use made of every talent 
will be scrutinized. How have we employed the 
capital lent us of Heaven? Will the Lord at His 
coming receive His own with usury? Have we 
improved the powers entrusted us, in hand and 
heart and brain, to the glory of God and the 
blessing of the world? How have we used our 
time, our pen, our voice, our money, our influ-
ence? What have we done for Christ, in the 
person of the poor, the afflicted, the orphan, or 
the widow? God has made us the depositaries 
of His holy word; what have we done with the 
light and truth given us to make men wise unto 
salvation? No value is attached to a mere pro-
fession of faith in Christ; only the love which 
is shown by works is counted genuine. Yet it is 
love alone which in the sight of Heaven makes 
any act of value. Whatever is done from love, 
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however small it may appear in the estimation 
of men, is accepted and rewarded of God.

“The hidden selfishness of men stands revealed 
in the books of heaven. There is the record of 
unfulfilled duties to their fellow men, of for-
getfulness of the Saviour’s claims. There they 
will see how often were given to Satan the time, 
thought, and strength that belonged to Christ. 
Sad is the record which angels bear to heaven. 
Intelligent beings, professed followers of Christ, 
are absorbed in the acquirement of worldly 
possessions or the enjoyment of earthly plea-
sures. Money, time, and strength are sacrificed 
for display and self-indulgence; but few are the 
moments devoted to prayer, to the searching of 
the Scriptures, to humiliation of soul and con-
fession of sin. …

“Those who would share the benefits of the 
Saviour’s mediation should permit nothing to 
interfere with their duty to perfect holiness in 
the fear of God. The precious hours, instead 
of being given to pleasure, to display, or to 
gain seeking, should be devoted to an earnest, 
prayerful study of the word of truth. The subject 
of the sanctuary and the investigative judgment 
should be clearly understood by the people of 
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God. All need a knowledge for themselves of 
the position and work of their great High Priest. 
Otherwise it will be impossible for them to 
exercise the faith which is essential at this time 
or to occupy the position which God designs 
them to fill. Every individual has a soul to save 
or to lose. Each has a case pending at the bar 
of God. Each must meet the great Judge face 
to face. How important, then, that every mind 
contemplate often the solemn scene when 
the judgment shall sit and the books shall be 
opened, when, with Daniel, every individual 
must stand in his lot, at the end of the days.

“All who have received the light upon these sub-
jects are to bear testimony of the great truths 
which God has committed to them. The sanctu-
ary in heaven is the very center of Christ’s work 
in behalf of men. It concerns every soul living 
upon the earth. It opens to view the plan of 
redemption, bringing us down to the very close 
of time and revealing the triumphant issue of 
the contest between righteousness and sin. It is 
of the utmost importance that all should thor-
oughly investigate these subjects and be able to 
give an answer to everyone that asketh them a 
reason of the hope that is in them.
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“The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in 
the sanctuary above is as essential to the plan 
of salvation as was His death upon the cross. 
By His death He began that work which after 
His resurrection He ascended to complete in 
heaven. We must by faith enter within the 
veil, ‘whither the forerunner is for us entered.’ 
Hebrews 6:20. There the light from the cross of 
Calvary is reflected. There we may gain a clearer 
insight into the mysteries of redemption. The 
salvation of man is accomplished at an infinite 
expense to heaven; the sacrifice made is equal 
to the broadest demands of the broken law of 
God. Jesus has opened the way to the Father’s 
throne, and through His mediation the sincere 
desire of all who come to Him in faith may be 
presented before God.  

“ ‘He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: 
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy.’ Proverbs 28:13. If those who hide 
and excuse their faults could see how Satan 
exults over them, how he taunts Christ and 
holy angels with their course, they would make 
haste to confess their sins and to put them 
away. Through defects in the character, Satan 
works to gain control of the whole mind, and 
he knows that if these defects are cherished, he 
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will succeed. Therefore he is constantly seek-
ing to deceive the followers of Christ with his 
fatal sophistry that it is impossible for them 
to overcome. But Jesus pleads in their behalf 
His wounded hands, His bruised body; and 
He declares to all who would follow Him: ‘My 
grace is sufficient for thee.’ 2 Corinthians 12:9. 
‘Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for 
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For My yoke is easy, and 
My burden is light.’ Matthew 11:29, 30. Let 
none, then, regard their defects as incurable. 
God will give faith and grace to overcome them.

“We are now living in the great day of atone-
ment. In the typical service, while the high priest 
was making the atonement for Israel, all were 
required to afflict their souls by repentance of 
sin and humiliation before the Lord, lest they be 
cut off from among the people. In like manner, 
all who would have their names retained in the 
book of life should now, in the few remaining 
days of their probation, afflict their souls before 
God by sorrow for sin and true repentance. 
There must be deep, faithful searching of heart. 
The light, frivolous spirit indulged by so many 
professed Christians must be put away. There is 
earnest warfare before all who would subdue the 
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evil tendencies that strive for the mastery. The 
work of preparation is an individual work. We 
are not saved in groups. The purity and devotion 
of one will not offset the want of these quali-
ties in another. Though all nations are to pass in 
judgment before God, yet He will examine the 
case of each individual with as close and search-
ing scrutiny as if there were not another being 
upon the earth. Everyone must be tested and 
found without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.  

“Solemn are the scenes connected with the clos-
ing work of the atonement. Momentous are the 
interests involved therein. The judgment is now 
passing in the sanctuary above. For many years 
this work has been in progress. Soon—none 
know how soon—it will pass to the cases of the 
living. In the awful presence of God our lives 
are to come up in review. At this time above 
all others it behooves every soul to heed the 
Saviour’s admonition: ‘Watch and pray: for ye 
know not when the time is.’ Mark 13:33. ‘If 
therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on 
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what 
hour I will come upon thee.’ Revelation 3:3.  

“When the work of the investigative judgment 
closes, the destiny of all will have been decided 
for life or death. Probation is ended a short time 
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before the appearing of the Lord in the clouds 
of heaven. Christ in the Revelation, looking for-
ward to that time, declares: ‘He that is unjust, let 
him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him 
be filthy still: and he that is righteous let him be 
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be 
holy still. And, behold, I come quickly; and My 
reward is with Me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be.’ Revelation 22:11, 12.  

“The righteous and the wicked will still be liv-
ing upon the earth in their mortal state—men 
will be planting and building, eating and drink-
ing, all unconscious that the final, irrevocable 
decision has been pronounced in the sanctuary 
above. Before the Flood, after Noah entered the 
ark, God shut him in and shut the ungodly out; 
but for seven days the people, knowing not that 
their doom was fixed, continued their careless, 
pleasure-loving life and mocked the warnings 
of impending judgment. ‘So,’ says the Saviour, 
‘shall also the coming of the Son of man be.’ 
Matthew 24:39. Silently, unnoticed as the mid-
night thief, will come the decisive hour which 
marks the fixing of every man’s destiny, the final 
withdrawal of mercy’s offer to guilty men. 

“ ‘Watch ye therefore: … lest coming suddenly 
He find you sleeping.’ Mark 13:35, 36. Perilous 
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is the condition of those who, growing weary of 
their watch, turn to the attractions of the world. 
While the man of business is absorbed in the 
pursuit of gain, while the pleasure lover is seek-
ing indulgence, while the daughter of fashion is 
arranging her adornments—it may be in that 
hour the Judge of all the earth will pronounce 
the sentence: ‘Thou art weighed in the balances, 
and art found wanting.’ Daniel 5:27.”

The Second Coming of Jesus 
(The Battle of Armageddon)

Malachi 3:5

“ ‘And I will come near you for judgment; I will 
be a swift witness against sorcerers, against 
adulterers, against perjurers, against those who 
exploit wage earners and widows and orphans, 
and against those who turn away an alien— 
because they do not fear Me,’ says the Lord 
of hosts.”

Jude 14, 15

“Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, proph-
esied about these men also, saying, ‘Behold, the 
Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, to 
execute judgment on all, to convict all who are 
ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds 
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which they have committed in an ungodly way, 
and of all the harsh things which ungodly sin-
ners have spoken against Him.’ ”

Great Controversy, 425, 426

“Besides the coming of the Lord to His temple, 
Malachi also foretells His second advent, His 
coming for the execution of the judgment, in 
these words: ‘And I will come near to you to 
judgment; and I will be a swift witness against 
the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and 
against false swearers, and against those that 
oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, 
and the fatherless, and that turn aside the 
stranger from his right, and fear not Me, saith 
the Lord of hosts.’ Malachi 3:5. Jude refers 
to the same scene when he says, ‘Behold, the 
Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, 
to execute judgment upon all, and to convince 
all that are ungodly among them of all their 
ungodly deeds.’ Jude 14, 15. This coming, and 
the coming of the Lord to His temple, are dis-
tinct and separate events.”  

Revelation 19:11-21

“Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse. And He who sat on him was called Faith-
ful and True, and in righteousness He judges 
and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of 
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fire, and on His head were many crowns. He 
had a name written that no one knew except 
Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped 
in blood, and His name is called The Word of 
God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean, followed Him on white 
horses. Now out of His mouth goes a sharp 
sword, that with it He should strike the nations. 
And He Himself will rule them with a rod of 
iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And 
He has on His robe and on His thigh a name 
written: King of kings and Lord of lords. 

“Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and 
he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the 
birds that fly in the midst of heaven, ‘Come 
and gather together for the supper of the great 
God,  that you may eat the flesh of kings, the 
flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the 
flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, 
and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both 
small and great.’ 

“And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and 
their armies, gathered together to make war 
against Him who sat on the horse and against 
His army. Then the beast was captured, and 
with him the false prophet who worked signs 
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in his presence, by which he deceived those 
who received the mark of the beast and those 
who worshiped his image. These two were cast 
alive into the lake of fire burning with brim-
stone. And the rest were killed with the sword 
which proceeded from the mouth of Him who 
sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled 
with their flesh.”

Great Controversy, 485, 486 

“In the typical service the high priest, having 
made the atonement for Israel, came forth and 
blessed the congregation. So Christ, at the close 
of His work as mediator, will appear, ‘without 
sin unto salvation’ (Hebrews 9:28), to bless His 
waiting people with eternal life. As the priest, in 
removing the sins from the sanctuary, confessed 
them upon the head of the scapegoat, so Christ 
will place all these sins upon Satan, the origina-
tor and instigator of sin. The scapegoat, bearing 
the sins of Israel, was sent away ‘unto a land not 
inhabited’ (Leviticus 16:22); so Satan, bearing 
the guilt of all the sins which he has caused 
God’s people to commit, will be for a thousand 
years confined to the earth, which will then be 
desolate, without inhabitant, and he will at last 
suffer the full penalty of sin in the fires that 
shall destroy all the wicked. Thus the great plan 
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of redemption will reach its accomplishment in 
the final eradication of sin and the deliverance 
of all who have been willing to renounce evil.”

Revelation 5:11

“Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many 
angels around the throne, the living creatures, 
and the elders; and the number of them was 
ten thousand times ten thousand, and thou-
sands of thousands.”

Habakkuk 3:3, 4

“God came from Teman, the Holy One from 
Mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the 
heavens, and the earth was full of His praise. 
His brightness was like the light; He had rays 
flashing from His hand, and there His power 
was hidden.”

Isaiah 53:3

“He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, 
as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, 
and we did not esteem Him.”

Great Controversy, 640, 641

“Soon there appears in the east a small black 
cloud, about half the size of a man’s hand. It 
is the cloud which surrounds the Saviour and 
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which seems in the distance to be shrouded in 
darkness. The people of God know this to be 
the sign of the Son of man. In solemn silence 
they gaze upon it as it draws nearer the earth, 
becoming lighter and more glorious, until it is a 
great white cloud, its base a glory like consum-
ing fire, and above it the rainbow of the cov-
enant. Jesus rides forth as a mighty conqueror. 
Not now a ‘Man of Sorrows [Isaiah 53:3],’ to 
drink the bitter cup of shame and woe, He 
comes, victor in heaven and earth, to judge 
the living and the dead. ‘Faithful and True,’ ‘in 
righteousness He doth judge and make war.’ 
And ‘the armies which were in heaven’ (Revela-
tion 19:11, 14) follow Him. With anthems of 
celestial melody the holy angels, a vast, unnum-
bered throng, attend Him on His way. The fir-
mament seems filled with radiant forms—‘ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands 
of thousands [Revelation 5:11].’ No human 
pen can portray the scene; no mortal mind is 
adequate to conceive its splendor. ‘His glory 
covered the heavens, and the earth was full of 
His praise. And His brightness was as the light.’ 
Habakkuk 3:3, 4. As the living cloud comes still 
nearer, every eye beholds the Prince of life. No 
crown of thorns now mars that sacred head; but 
a diadem of glory rests on His holy brow. His 
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countenance outshines the dazzling brightness 
of the noonday sun. ‘And He hath on His ves-
ture and on His thigh a name written, King of 
kings, and Lord of lords.’ Revelation 19:16.”

1 Corinthians 15:52

“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and 
the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed.”

Matthew 24:31

“And He will send His angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet, and they will gather together His 
elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other.”

Great Controversy, 645

“The living righteous are changed ‘in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye [1 Corinthians 
15:52].’ At the voice of God they were glorified; 
now they are made immortal and with the risen 
saints are caught up to meet their Lord in the 
air. Angels ‘gather together His elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other 
[Matthew 24:31].’ Little children are borne by 
holy angels to their mothers’ arms. Friends long 
separated by death are united, nevermore to part, 
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and with songs of gladness ascend together to 
the City of God. 

“On each side of the cloudy chariot are wings, 
and beneath it are living wheels; and as the 
chariot rolls upward, the wheels cry, ‘Holy,’ and 
the wings, as they move, cry, ‘Holy,’ and the ret-
inue of angels cry, ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty.’ And the redeemed shout, ‘Alleluia!’ 
as the chariot moves onward toward the New 
Jerusalem.”

Great Controversy, 657

“At the coming of Christ the wicked are blotted 
from the face of the whole earth—consumed 
with the spirit of His mouth and destroyed by 
the brightness of His glory. Christ takes His 
people to the City of God, and the earth is 
emptied of its inhabitants.”

Revelation 20:1-3

“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, 
having the key to the bottomless pit and a great 
chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, 
and bound him for a thousand years; and he 
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set a seal on him, so that he should 
deceive the nations no more till the thousand 
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years were finished. But after these things he 
must be released for a little while.”

Leviticus 16:21

“Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of 
the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of 
the children of Israel, and all their transgres-
sions, concerning all their sins, putting them on 
the head of the goat, and shall send it away into 
the wilderness by the hand of a suitable man.”

Great Controversy, 657, 658

“The whole earth appears like a desolate wilder-
ness. The ruins of cities and villages destroyed 
by the earthquake, uprooted trees, ragged rocks 
thrown out by the sea or torn out of the earth 
itself, are scattered over its surface, while vast 
caverns mark the spot where the mountains 
have been rent from their foundations.

“Now the event takes place foreshadowed in the 
last solemn service of the Day of Atonement. 
When the ministration in the holy of holies 
had been completed, and the sins of Israel had 
been removed from the sanctuary by virtue of 
the blood of the sin offering, then the scapegoat 
was presented alive before the Lord; and in the 
presence of the congregation the high priest 
confessed over him ‘all the iniquities of the 
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children of Israel, and all their transgressions 
in all their sins, putting them upon the head of 
the goat.’ Leviticus 16:21. In like manner, when 
the work of atonement in the heavenly sanctu-
ary has been completed, then in the presence 
of God and heavenly angels and the hosts of 
the redeemed the sins of God’s people will be 
placed upon Satan; he will be declared guilty of 
all the evil which he has caused them to com-
mit. And as the scapegoat was sent away into a 
land not inhabited, so Satan will be banished to 
the desolate earth, an uninhabited and dreary 
wilderness. 

“The revelator foretells the banishment of 
Satan and the condition of chaos and desola-
tion to which the earth is to be reduced, and 
he declares that this condition will exist for a 
thousand years. After presenting the scenes 
of the Lord’s second coming and the destruc-
tion of the wicked, the prophecy continues: ‘I 
saw an angel come down from heaven, having 
the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain 
in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, 
that old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, 
and bound him a thousand years, and cast him 
into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and 
set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the 
nations no more, till the thousand years should 
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be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a 
little season.’ Revelation 20:1-3.”

The Judgment - The Sentencing Phase

Revelation 20:4-6

“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 
judgment was committed to them. Then I saw 
the souls of those who had been beheaded for 
their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, 
who had not worshiped the beast or his image, 
and had not received his mark on their fore-
heads or on their hands. And they lived and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. … 
This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is 
he who has part in the first resurrection. Over 
such the second death has no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with Him a thousand years.”

The Judgment - The Execution Phase

Malachi 4:1, 2

“ ‘For behold, the day is coming, burning like 
an oven, and all the proud, yes, all who do 
wickedly will be stubble. And the day which 



73The Atonement

is coming shall burn them up,’ says the Lord 
of hosts, ‘That will leave them neither root nor 
branch. But to you who fear My name the Sun 
of Righteousness shall arise with healing in 
His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat 
like stall-fed calves.’ ”

2 Peter 3:10

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night, in which the heavens will pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements will melt 
with fervent heat; both the earth and the works 
that are in it will be burned up.”

Isaiah 34:8

“For it is the day of the Lord’s vengeance, the 
year of recompense for the cause of Zion.”

Psalm 28:4

“Give them according to their deeds, and 
according to the wickedness of their endeavors; 
give them according to the work of their hands; 
render to them what they deserve.”

Isaiah 14:7

“The whole earth is at rest and quiet; they break 
forth into singing.”
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Revelation 19:6

“And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great mul-
titude, as the sound of many waters and as the 
sound of mighty thunderings, saying, ‘Alleluia! 
For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!’ ”

Psalm 84:11

“For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord 
will give grace and glory; no good thing will He 
withhold from those who walk uprightly.”

Great Controversy, 672, 673

“Fire comes down from God out of heaven. The 
earth is broken up. The weapons concealed in 
its depths are drawn forth. Devouring flames 
burst from every yawning chasm. The very 
rocks are on fire. The day has come that shall 
burn as an oven. The elements melt with fer-
vent heat, the earth also, and the works that 
are therein are burned up. Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 
3:10. The earth’s surface seems one molten 
mass—a vast, seething  lake of fire. It is the 
time of the judgment and perdition of ungodly 
men—‘the day of the Lord’s vengeance, and 
the year of recompenses for the controversy of 
Zion.’ Isaiah 34:8.  

“The wicked receive their recompense in the 
earth. Proverbs 11:31. They ‘shall be stubble: 
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and the day that cometh shall burn them up, 
saith the Lord of hosts.’ Malachi 4:1. Some are 
destroyed as in a moment, while others suffer 
many days. All are punished ‘according to their 
deeds [Psalm 28:4].’ The sins of the righteous 
having been transferred to Satan, he is made 
to suffer not only for his own rebellion, but for 
all the sins which he has caused God’s people 
to commit. His punishment is to be far greater 
than that of those whom he has deceived. After 
all have perished who fell by his deceptions, 
he is still to live and suffer on. In the cleans-
ing flames the wicked are at last destroyed, root 
and branch—Satan the root, his followers the 
branches. The full penalty of the law has been 
visited; the demands of justice have been met; 
and heaven and earth, beholding, declare the 
righteousness of Jehovah. 

“Satan’s work of ruin is forever ended. For six 
thousand years he has wrought his will, filling 
the earth with woe and causing grief through-
out the universe. The whole creation has 
groaned and travailed together in pain. Now 
God’s creatures are forever delivered from his 
presence and temptations. ‘The whole earth is 
at rest, and is quiet: they [the righteous] break 
forth into singing.’ Isaiah 14:7. And a shout 
of praise and triumph ascends from the whole 
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loyal universe. ‘The voice of a great multitude,’ 
‘as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thunderings,’ is heard, saying: ‘Alleluia: 
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.’ Rev-
elation 19:6.

“While the earth was wrapped in the fire of 
destruction, the righteous abode safely in the 
Holy City. Upon those that had part in the first 
resurrection, the second death has no power. 
While God is to the wicked a consuming fire, 
He is to His people both a sun and a shield. 
Revelation 20:6; Psalm 84:11.”

Restoration of the Kingdom of Glory

Revelation 21:1

“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away. Also there was no more sea.”

Isaiah 63:1

“Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah, this One who is glori-
ous in His apparel, traveling in the greatness of 
His strength?—‘I who speak in righteousness, 
mighty to save.’ ”
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Ephesians 1:14

“Who is the guarantee of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, to 
the praise of His glory.”

Isaiah 45:18

“For thus says the Lord, Who created the heav-
ens, Who is God, Who formed the earth and 
made it, Who has established it, Who did not 
create it in vain, Who formed it to be inhabited: 
‘I am the Lord, and there is no other.’ ”

Psalm 37:29

“The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell 
in it forever.”

Great Controversy, 674

“ ‘I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the 
first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away.’ Revelation 21:1. The fire that consumes 
the wicked purifies the earth. Every trace of the 
curse is swept away. No eternally burning hell 
will keep before the ransomed the fearful con-
sequences of sin.  

“One reminder alone remains: Our Redeemer 
will ever bear the marks of His crucifixion. 
Upon His wounded head, upon His side, His 
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hands and feet, are the only traces of the cruel 
work that sin has wrought. Says the prophet, 
beholding Christ in His glory: ‘He had bright 
beams coming out of His side: and there was 
the hiding of His power.’ Habakkuk 3:4, mar-
gin. That pierced side whence flowed the crim-
son stream that reconciled man to God—there 
is the Saviour’s glory, there ‘the hiding of His 
power.’ ‘Mighty to save [Isaiah 63:1],’ through 
the sacrifice of redemption, He was there-
fore strong to execute justice upon them that 
despised God’s mercy. And the tokens of His 
humiliation are His highest honor; through the 
eternal ages the wounds of Calvary will show 
forth His praise and declare His power. 

“ ‘O Tower of the flock, the stronghold of the 
daughter of Zion, unto Thee shall it come, even 
the first dominion.’ Micah 4:8. The time has 
come to which holy men have looked with 
longing since the flaming sword barred the first 
pair from Eden, the time for ‘the redemption of 
the purchased possession.’ Ephesians 1:14. The 
earth originally given to man as his kingdom, 
betrayed by him into the hands of Satan, and so 
long held by the mighty foe, has been brought 
back by the great plan of redemption. All that 
was lost by sin has been restored. ‘Thus saith the 
Lord … that formed the earth and made it; He 
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hath established it, He created it not in vain, He 
formed it to be inhabited.’ Isaiah 45:18. God’s 
original purpose in the creation of the earth is 
fulfilled as it is made the eternal abode of the 
redeemed. ‘The righteous shall inherit the land, 
and dwell therein forever.’ Psalm 37:29.”

Isaiah 66:22, 23

“ ‘For as the new heavens and the new earth 
which I will make shall remain before Me,’ says 
the Lord, ‘So shall your descendants and your 
name remain. And it shall come to pass that 
from one New Moon to another, and from one 
Sabbath to another, all flesh shall come to wor-
ship before Me,’ says the Lord.”

Great Controversy, 678

“The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners 
are no more. The entire universe is clean. One 
pulse of harmony and gladness beats through 
the vast creation. From Him who created all, 
flow life and light and gladness, throughout the 
realms of illimitable space. From the minutest 
atom to the greatest world, all things, animate 
and inanimate, in their unshadowed beauty and 
perfect joy, declare that God is love.”
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Thought Questions

1. Whose death only could atone for the 
terrible curse of sin which is death? 
 See pp 5, 6

2. What did this atonement involve for 
Christ, the Father, and all heaven? 
 See pp 5-7

3. What did this atonement provide for 
repentant sinners? 
 See pp 7-9

4. When was this plan for the atonement 
of man instituted (put into effect)? 
 See p 8

5. When was this plan, the new covenant 
ratified (secured)? 
 See pp 8, 9

6. What is as essential to the atonement 
as was Christ’s death on the cross? 
 See pp 22, 23, 58

7. What did Christ provide at His death 
that allowed Him to open the sanctu-
ary of the new covenant in heaven? 
 See pp 23, 24, 27, 32-35



8. Where is Jesus ministering for His 
people at the present time? What is 
He doing there on behalf of repentent 
sinners? 
 See p 35

9. When will this ministration of Jesus 
end? What final decision has been 
made by this point? 
 See pp 60-62   

10. What are the three phases of the judg-
ment? When does each take place?  
 See pp 36, 37, 45, 52, 60, 72; See also 
Booklet #3 pp 30-34; Booklet #9 pp 8, 18, 
21, 22, 31-38

11. What is the ultimate outcome for 
those who have rejected the atonement 
(the plan of salvation or new covenant) 
provided at such a tremendous cost? 
 See pp 74-76

12. What is the ultimate outcome for the 
righteous—those who have accepted 
Christ’s atonement and cooperated 
with Him? 
 See pp 76-79


