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Preface
A Treatise from Inspiration

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path.” Psalm 119:105.

“The central theme of the Bible, the theme about 
which every other in the whole book clusters, 
is the redemption plan, the restoration in the 
human soul of the image of God. From the first 
intimation of hope in the sentence pronounced 
in Eden to that last glorious promise of the 
Revelation, ‘They shall see His face; and His 
name shall be in their foreheads’ (Revelation 
22:4), the burden of every book and every pas-
sage of the Bible is the unfolding of this won-
drous theme,—man’s uplifting,—the power of 
God, ‘which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’ 1 Corinthians 15:57.

“He who grasps this thought has before him 
an infinite field for study. He has the key that 
will unlock to him the whole treasure house of 
God’s word.” Education, 125, 126.

As we study inspiration we find so clearly out-
lined the cosmic struggle between God and 
Satan, good and evil, righteousness and un-
righteousness, and we learn of the mighty plan 



of God and His only Son, Jesus, to provide 
a means of escape from the curse and conse-
quence of sin. How true the word that he who 
understands that God’s covenant to redeem 
man is the central theme of the Bible has “the 
key that will unlock to him the whole treasure 
house of God’s word.”

So, dear reader, it is the deep, earnest, candid 
study of the new covenant, the plan of redemp-
tion,—the foundation of the Christian’s faith—
and its application to our hearts and lives that is 
the first goal and purpose of this series of book-
lets. The second goal and purpose is to gain a 
deep understanding of the pillars of our faith 
that along with the foundation give solidity and 
strength to our faith. 

May you study through the lens, the magnify-
ing glass of the new covenant, God’s wonder-
ful plan of redemption, to restore in the human 
soul His own image. May God be with you, and 
His Holy Spirit be your Teacher and Guide.

* Thought questions at the end of the book
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The Three Angels’ Messages

Introduction

Revelation 14:6-12

“Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
to those who dwell on the earth—to every 
nation, tribe, tongue, and people—saying with 
a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him, 
for the hour of His judgment has come; and 
worship Him who made heaven and earth, the 
sea and springs of water.’ 

“And another angel followed, saying, ‘Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has 
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath 
of her fornication.’ 

“Then a third angel followed them, saying with 
a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and 
his image, and receives his mark on his forehead 
or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of 
the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured 
out full strength into the cup of His indigna-
tion. He shall be tormented with fire and brim-
stone in the presence of the holy angels and 
in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke 
of their torment ascends forever and ever; and 
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they have no rest day or night, who worship the 
beast and his image, and whoever receives the 
mark of his name.’

“Here is the patience of the saints; here are those 
who keep the commandments of God and the 
faith of Jesus.”

Revelation 14:15

“And another angel came out of the temple, cry-
ing with a loud voice to Him who sat on the 
cloud, ‘Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the 
time has come for You to reap, for the harvest 
of the earth is ripe.’ ”

Great Controversy, 311

“To prepare a people to stand in the day of God, 
a great work of reform was to be accomplished. 
God saw that many of His professed people 
were not building for eternity, and in His mercy 
He was about to send a message of warning to 
arouse them from their stupor and lead them to 
make ready for the coming of the Lord.

“This warning is brought to view in Revelation 
14 [verses 6-12]. Here is a threefold message 
represented as proclaimed by heavenly beings 
and immediately followed by the coming of the 
Son of man to reap ‘the harvest of the earth 
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[Revelation 14:15].’ The first of these warn-
ings announces the approaching judgment. The 
prophet beheld an angel flying ‘in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 
saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give 
glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is 
come: and worship Him that made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.’ 
Revelation 14:6, 7.”

Ecclesiastes 12:13

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 
Fear God and keep His commandments, for 
this is man’s all.”

1 John 5:3

“For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments. And His commandments are 
not burdensome.”

Proverbs 28:9

“One who turns away his ear from hearing the 
law, even his prayer is an abomination.”

Great Controversy, 436

“By the first angel, men are called upon to ‘fear 
God, and give glory to Him [Revelation 14:7]’  
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and to worship Him as the Creator of the heav-
ens and the earth. In order to do this, they must 
obey His law. Says the wise man: ‘Fear God, 
and keep His commandments: for this is the 
whole duty of man.’ Ecclesiastes 12:13. With-
out obedience to His commandments no wor-
ship can be pleasing to God. ‘This is the love 
of God, that we keep His commandments.’ ‘He 
that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, 
even his prayer shall be abomination.’ 1 John 
5:3; Proverbs 28:9.”

Great Controversy, 435, 436

“Those who had accepted the light concerning 
the mediation of Christ and the perpetuity of 
the law of God found that these were the truths 
presented in Revelation 14. The messages of 
this chapter constitute a threefold warning 
which is to prepare the inhabitants of the earth 
for the Lord’s second coming. The announce-
ment, ‘The hour of His judgment is come [Rev-
elation 14:7],’ points to the closing work of 
Christ’s ministration for the salvation of men. 
It heralds a truth which must be proclaimed 
until the Saviour’s intercession shall cease and 
He shall return to the earth to take His people 
to Himself. The work of judgment which began 
in 1844 must continue until the cases of all are 
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decided, both of the living and the dead; hence 
it will extend to the close of human probation.”

Ezekiel 33:7

“So you, son of man: I have made you a watch-
man for the house of Israel; therefore you shall 
hear a word from My mouth and warn them 
for Me.”

Great Controversy, 380

“But the churches generally did not accept the 
warning. Their ministers, who, as watchmen 
‘unto the house of Israel [Ezekiel 33:7],’ should 
have been the first to discern the tokens of Jesus’ 
coming, had failed to learn the truth either 
from the testimony of the prophets or from the 
signs of the times.”

Great Controversy, 380, 381

“In refusing the warning of the first angel, they 
rejected the means which Heaven had pro-
vided for their restoration. They spurned the 
gracious messenger that would have corrected 
the evils which separated them from God, and 
with greater eagerness they turned to seek the 
friendship of the world. Here was the cause of 
that fearful condition of worldliness, backslid-
ing, and spiritual death which existed in the 
churches in 1844. 
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“In Revelation 14 the first angel is followed by a 
second proclaiming: ‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen, 
that great city, because she made all nations 
drink of the wine of the wrath of her forni-
cation.’ Revelation 14:8. The term ‘Babylon’ is 
derived from ‘Babel,’ and signifies confusion. It 
is employed in Scripture to designate the vari-
ous forms of false or apostate religion. In Reve-
lation 17 Babylon is represented as a woman—
a figure which is used in the Bible as the symbol 
of a church, a virtuous woman representing a 
pure church, a vile woman an apostate church.”

Exodus 20:10, 11

“But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor 
your son, nor your daughter, nor your male ser-
vant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, 
nor your stranger who is within your gates. For 
in six days the Lord made the heavens and the 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested 
the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day and hallowed it.”

Great Controversy, 437

“In Revelation 14, men are called upon to wor-
ship the Creator; and the prophecy brings to 
view a class that, as the result of the threefold 
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message, are keeping the commandments of 
God. One of these commandments points 
directly to God as the Creator. The fourth pre-
cept declares: ‘The seventh day is the Sabbath 
of the Lord thy God: … for in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore 
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed 
it.’ Exodus 20:10, 11.”

Great Controversy, 438

“In contrast to those who keep the command-
ments of God and have the faith of Jesus, the 
third angel points to another class, against 
whose errors a solemn and fearful warning is 
uttered: ‘If any man worship the beast and his 
image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or 
in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of 
the wrath of God.’ Revelation 14:9, 10. A correct 
interpretation of the symbols employed is neces-
sary to an understanding of this message. What 
is represented by the beast, the image, the mark?”

Great Controversy, 449, 450

“The most fearful threatening ever addressed to 
mortals is contained in the third angel’s mes-
sage. That must be a terrible sin which calls 
down the wrath of God unmingled with mercy. 
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Men are not to be left in darkness concerning 
this important matter; the warning against this 
sin is to be given to the world before the visi-
tation of God’s judgments, that all may know 
why they are to be inflicted, and have oppor-
tunity to escape them. Prophecy declares that 
the first angel would make his announcement 
to ‘every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people [Revelation 14:6].’ The warning of the 
third angel, which forms a part of the same 
threefold message, is to be no less widespread. 
It is represented in the prophecy as being pro-
claimed with a loud voice, by an angel flying in 
the midst of heaven; and it will command the 
attention of the world.”

The First Angel’s Message
The Gospel (Revelation 14:6)

Revelation 14:6

“Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
to those who dwell on the earth—to every 
nation, tribe, tongue, and people—”
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Two Definitions of the New Covenant -  
The gospel

Patriarchs and Prophets, 371

“This covenant … was simply an arrangement 
for bringing men again into harmony with the 
divine will, placing them where they could obey 
God’s law.”

Education , 125

“The redemption plan [is] the restoration in the 
human soul of the image of God.”

A few of many other names or phrases  
that refer to the gospel

Covenant of Grace - PP 370

My Covenant  - Genesis 17:7;  
    PP 370
Everlasting Covenant  - Psalm 111:9;  
    Genesis 17:7
New Covenant  - Jeremiah 31:31;  
    Hebrews 8:8;  
    12:24; PP 371
Abrahamic Covenant - PP 370, 371
Second Covenant  - GC 412; PP 371
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Plan of Redemption - Psalm 111:9;  
    Hebrews 9:12;  
    PP 64
Plan of Salvation  - PP 63
Covenant of Peace - Ezekiel 37:26
Unsearchable Riches - Ephesians 3:8 
     of Christ
Mystery of God  - Ephesians 3:9;  
    Colossians 2:2;  
    Revelation 10:7
Wisdom of God  - Ephesians 3:10 
His Eternal Purpose - Ephesians 3:11
Eternal Redemption - Hebrews 9:12
Everlasting or  - Revelation 14:6 
     Eternal Gospel

Romans 1:1, 2, 16, 17

“Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to 
be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God 
which He promised before through His proph-
ets in the Holy Scriptures.” 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God to salvation for every-
one who believes, for the Jew first and also for 
the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is 
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revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The 
just shall live by faith.’ ”

1 Corinthians 15:1-4

“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gos-
pel which I preached to you, which also you 
received and in which you stand, by which also 
you are saved, if you hold fast that word which 
I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

“For I delivered to you first of all that which 
I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, and that He was 
buried, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures.”

Matthew 24:14

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached 
in all the world as a witness to all the nations, 
and then the end will come.”

Mark 13:10

“And the gospel must first be preached to all the 
nations.”

Great Controversy, 355

“A great religious awakening under the proc-
lamation of Christ’s soon coming is foretold 
in the prophecy of the first angel’s message of 
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Revelation 14. An angel is seen flying ‘in the 
midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel 
to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people.’ ‘With a loud voice’ he proclaims 
the message: ‘Fear God, and give glory to Him; 
for the hour of His judgment is come: and wor-
ship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and the fountains of waters.’ Verses 6, 7.”

Great Controversy, 312

“This message [Revelation 14:6, 7] is declared to 
be a part of ‘the everlasting gospel.’  The work 
of preaching the gospel has not been commit-
ted to angels, but has been entrusted to men. 
Holy angels have been employed in directing 
this work, they have in charge the great move-
ments for the salvation of men; but the actual 
proclamation of the gospel is performed by the 
servants of Christ upon the earth.”

The Judgment (Revelation 14:7)

Revelation 14:7

“Saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give 
glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has 
come; and worship Him who made heaven and 
earth, the sea and springs of water.’ ”
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Revelation 22:12

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My 
reward is with Me, to give to every one accord-
ing to his work.”

Great Controversy, 352

“In the typical system, which was a shadow 
of the sacrifice and priesthood of Christ, the 
cleansing of the sanctuary was the last service 
performed by the high priest in the yearly round 
of ministration. It was the closing work of the 
atonement—a removal or putting away of sin 
from Israel. It prefigured the closing work in 
the ministration of our High Priest in heaven, 
in the removal or blotting out of the sins of His 
people, which are registered in the heavenly 
records. This service involves a work of investi-
gation, a work of judgment; and it immediately 
precedes the coming of Christ in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory; for when 
He comes, every case has been decided. Says 
Jesus: ‘My reward is with Me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be.’ Revelation 
22:12. It is this work of judgment, immediately 
preceding the second advent, that is announced 
in the first angel’s message of Revelation 14:7: 
‘Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour 
of His judgment is come.’ ”
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Great Controversy, 355, 356

“The message itself sheds light as to the time 
when this movement is to take place. It is 
declared to be a part of the ‘everlasting gospel;’ 
and it announces the opening of the judgment. 
The message of salvation has been preached in 
all ages; but this message is a part of the gospel 
which could be proclaimed only in the last days, 
for only then would it be true that the hour of 
judgment had come.”

Daniel 8:14

“And he said to me, ‘For two thousand three 
hundred days; then the sanctuary shall be 
cleansed.’ ”

Great Controversy, 424

“Both the prophecy of Daniel 8:14, ‘Unto two 
thousand and three hundred days; then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed,’ and the first angel’s 
message, ‘Fear God, and give glory to Him; for 
the hour of His judgment is come,’ pointed to 
Christ’s ministration in the most holy place, to 
the investigative judgment, and not to the com-
ing of Christ for the redemption of His people 
and the destruction of the wicked.”
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The Investigative Phase of the Judgment

Revelation 10:7

“But in the days of the sounding of the seventh 
angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery 
of God would be finished, as He declared to 
His servants the prophets.”

Revelation 11:15-19

“Then the seventh angel sounded: And there 
were loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The king-
doms of this world have become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall 
reign forever and ever!’ And the twenty-four 
elders who sat before God on their thrones fell 
on their faces and worshiped God, saying: ‘We 
give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The 
One who is and who was and who is to come, 
because You have taken Your great power and 
reigned. The nations were angry, and Your wrath 
has come, and the time of the dead, that they 
should be judged, and that You should reward 
Your servants the prophets and the saints, and 
those who fear Your name, small and great, and 
should destroy those who destroy the earth.’ 

“Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, 
and the ark of His covenant was seen in His 
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temple. And there were lightnings, noises, 
thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.”

Daniel 7:9, 10, 13

“I watched till thrones were put in place, and the 
Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was 
white as snow, and the hair of His head was 
like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, its 
wheels a burning fire; a fiery stream issued and 
came forth from before Him. A thousand thou-
sands ministered to Him; ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before Him. The court was 
seated, and the books were opened. 

“I was watching in the night visions, and behold, 
One like the Son of Man, coming with the 
clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of 
Days, and they brought Him near before Him.”

Revelation 20:12, 13

“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand-
ing before God, and books were opened. And 
another book was opened, which is the Book 
of Life. And the dead were judged according 
to their works, by the things which were writ-
ten in the books. The sea gave up the dead who 
were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up 
the dead who were in them. And they were 
judged, each one according to his works.”
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Psalm 90:2

“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
You had formed the earth and the world, even 
from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.”

Malachi 3:1-3

“ ‘Behold, I send My messenger, and he will pre-
pare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom 
you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, 
even the Messenger of the covenant, in whom 
you delight. Behold, He is coming,’ says the 
Lord of hosts.

“ But who can endure the day of His coming? 
And who can stand when He appears? For He 
is like a refiner’s fire and like launderers’ soap. 
He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; 
He will purify the sons of Levi, and purge them 
as gold and silver, that they may offer to the 
Lord an offering in righteousness.”

Great Controversy, 479

“ ‘I beheld,’ says the prophet Daniel, ‘till thrones 
were placed, and One that was Ancient of Days 
did sit: His raiment was white as snow, and the 
hair of His head like pure wool; His throne was 
fiery flames, and the wheels thereof burning 
fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from 



22 Foundation and Pillars of the Christian Faith

before Him: thousand thousands ministered 
unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thou-
sand stood before Him: the judgment was set, 
and the books were opened.’ Daniel 7:9, 10, R.V.

“Thus was presented to the prophet’s vision the 
great and solemn day when the characters and 
the lives of men should pass in review before 
the Judge of all the earth, and to every man 
should be rendered ‘according to his works 
[Revelation 20:13].’ The Ancient of Days is 
God the Father. Says the psalmist: ‘Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou 
hadst formed the earth and the world, even 
from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.’ 
Psalm 90:2. It is He, the source of all being, 
and the fountain of all law, that is to preside 
in the judgment. And holy angels as ministers 
and witnesses, in number ‘ten thousand times 
ten thousand, and thousands of thousands,’ 
attend this great tribunal.”

Great Controversy, 400

“The tenth day of the seventh month, the great 
Day of Atonement, the time of the cleansing of 
the sanctuary, which in the year 1844 fell upon 
the twenty-second of October, was regarded as 
the time of the Lord’s coming.”
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Matthew 22:1-14

“And Jesus answered and spoke to them again 
by parables and said: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
is like a certain king who arranged a marriage 
for his son, and sent out his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding; and 
they were not willing to come. Again, he sent 
out other servants, saying, “Tell those who are 
invited, ‘See, I have prepared my dinner; my 
oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things 
are ready. Come to the wedding.’ ” But they 
made light of it and went their ways, one to his 
own farm, another to his business. And the rest 
seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and 
killed them. But when the king heard about 
it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, 
destroyed those murderers, and burned up their 
city. Then he said to his servants, “The wedding 
is ready, but those who were invited were not 
worthy. Therefore go into the highways, and as 
many as you find, invite to the wedding.” So 
those servants went out into the highways and 
gathered together all whom they found, both 
bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled 
with guests. 

“ ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he 
saw a man there who did not have on a wedding 
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garment. So he said to him, “Friend, how did 
you come in here without a wedding garment?” 
And he was speechless. Then the king said to 
the servants, “Bind him hand and foot, take him 
away, and cast him into outer darkness; there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

“ ‘For many are called, but few are chosen.’ ”

Matthew 25:1-12

“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened 
to ten virgins who took their lamps and went 
out to meet the bridegroom. Now five of them 
were wise, and five were foolish. Those who 
were foolish took their lamps and took no oil 
with them, but the wise took oil in their ves-
sels with their lamps. But while the bridegroom 
was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 

“And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the 
bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ 
Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their 
lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there 
should not be enough for us and you; but go 
rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom 
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came, and those who were ready went in with 
him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 

“Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 
‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ But he answered and 
said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ ”

Revelation 21:9, 10

“Then one of the seven angels who had the seven 
bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to 
me and talked with me, saying, ‘Come, I will 
show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.’ And he 
carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high 
mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy 
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.”

Revelation 19:9

“Then he said to me, ‘Write: “Blessed are those 
who are called to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb!” ’ And he said to me, ‘These are the true 
sayings of God.’ ”

Daniel 7:14

“Then to Him was given dominion and glory 
and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve Him. His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and His kingdom the one which shall not 
be destroyed.”
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Revelation 21:2

“Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, pre-
pared as a bride adorned for her husband.”

Matthew 8:11

“And I say to you that many will come from east 
and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.”

Luke 22:30

“That you may eat and drink at My table in My 
kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.”

Luke 12:36

“And you yourselves be like men who wait for 
their master, when he will return from the wed-
ding, that when he comes and knocks they may 
open to him immediately.”

Great Controversy, 426-428

“The coming of Christ as our high priest to the 
most holy place, for the cleansing of the sanctu-
ary, brought to view in Daniel 8:14; the coming 
of the Son of man to the Ancient of Days, as 
presented in Daniel 7:13; and the coming of 
the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi, 
are descriptions of the same event; and this is 
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also represented by the coming of the bride-
groom to the marriage, described by Christ in 
the parable of the ten virgins, of Matthew 25.  

“In the summer and autumn of 1844 the procla-
mation, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh,’ was 
given. The two classes represented by the wise 
and foolish virgins were then developed—one 
class who looked with joy to the Lord’s appear-
ing, and who had been diligently preparing to 
meet Him; another class that, influenced by 
fear and acting from impulse, had been satis-
fied with a theory of the truth, but were desti-
tute of the grace of God. In the parable, when 
the bridegroom came, ‘they that were ready 
went in with him to the marriage.’ The coming 
of the bridegroom, here brought to view, takes 
place before the marriage. The marriage repre-
sents the reception by Christ of His kingdom. 
The Holy City, the New Jerusalem, which is 
the capital and representative of the kingdom, 
is called ‘the bride, the Lamb’s wife.’ Said the 
angel to John: ‘Come hither, I will show thee 
the bride, the Lamb’s wife.’ ‘He carried me away 
in the spirit,’ says the prophet, ‘and showed me 
that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending 
out of heaven from God.’ Revelation 21:9, 10. 
Clearly, then, the bride represents the Holy 
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City, and the virgins that go out to meet the 
bridegroom are a symbol of the church. In the 
Revelation the people of God are said to be the 
guests at the marriage supper. Revelation 19:9. 
If guests, they cannot be represented also as the 
bride. Christ, as stated by the prophet Daniel, 
will receive from the Ancient of Days in heaven, 
‘dominion, and glory, and a kingdom;’ He will 
receive the New Jerusalem, the capital of His 
kingdom, ‘prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.’ Daniel 7:14; Revelation 21:2. Hav-
ing received the kingdom, He will come in 
His glory, as King of kings and Lord of lords, 
for the redemption of His people, who are to 
‘sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,’ 
at His table in His kingdom (Matthew 8:11; 
Luke 22:30), to partake of the marriage supper 
of the Lamb.

“The proclamation, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom 
cometh,’ in the summer of 1844, led thousands 
to expect the immediate advent of the Lord. 
At the appointed time the Bridegroom came, 
not to the earth, as the people expected, but 
to the Ancient of Days in heaven, to the mar-
riage, the reception of His kingdom. ‘They that 
were ready went in with Him to the marriage: 
and the door was shut.’ They were not to be 
present in person at the marriage; for it takes 
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place in heaven, while they are upon the earth. 
The followers of Christ are to ‘wait for their 
Lord, when He will return from the wedding.’ 
Luke 12:36. But they are to understand His 
work, and to follow Him by faith as He goes in 
before God. It is in this sense that they are said 
to go in to the marriage. 

“In the parable it was those that had oil in their 
vessels with their lamps that went in to the 
marriage. Those who, with a knowledge of the 
truth from the Scriptures, had also the Spirit 
and grace of God, and who, in the night of 
their bitter trial, had patiently waited, searching 
the Bible for clearer light—these saw the truth 
concerning the sanctuary in heaven and the 
Saviour’s change in ministration, and by faith 
they followed Him in His work in the sanctu-
ary above. And all who through the testimony 
of the Scriptures accept the same truths, fol-
lowing Christ by faith as He enters in before 
God to perform the last work of mediation, and 
at its close to receive His kingdom—all these 
are represented as going in to the marriage.

“In the parable of Matthew 22 the same figure 
of the marriage is introduced, and the investi-
gative judgment is clearly represented as tak-
ing place before the marriage. Previous to the 
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wedding the king comes in to see the guests, 
to see if all are attired in the wedding garment, 
the spotless robe of character washed and made 
white in the blood of the Lamb. Matthew 22:11; 
Revelation 7:14. He who is found wanting is 
cast out, but all who upon examination are seen 
to have the wedding garment on are accepted 
of God and accounted worthy of a share in His 
kingdom and a seat upon His throne. This work 
of examination of character, of determining 
who are prepared for the kingdom of God, is 
that of the investigative judgment, the closing 
of work in the sanctuary above. 

“When the work of investigation shall be ended, 
when the cases of those who in all ages have 
professed to be followers of Christ have been 
examined and decided, then, and not till then, 
probation will close, and the door of mercy will 
be shut. Thus in the one short sentence, ‘They 
that were ready went in with Him to the mar-
riage: and the door was shut,’ we are carried 
down through the Saviour’s final ministration, 
to the time when the great work for man’s sal-
vation shall be completed.”

Hebrews 9:24-28

“For Christ has not entered the holy places 
made with hands, which are copies of the true, 
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but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us; not that He should 
offer Himself often, as the high priest enters 
the Most Holy Place every year with blood 
of another—He then would have had to suf-
fer often since the foundation of the world; 
but now, once at the end of the ages, He has 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself. And as it is appointed for men to die 
once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was 
offered once to bear the sins of many. To those 
who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a sec-
ond time, apart from sin, for salvation.”

The Sentencing Phase of the Judgment

1 Corinthians 4:5

“Therefore judge nothing before the time, until 
the Lord comes, who will both bring to light 
the hidden things of darkness and reveal the 
counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise 
will come from God.”

Daniel 7:22

“Until the Ancient of Days came, and a judg-
ment was made in favor of the saints of the 
Most High, and the time came for the saints to 
possess the kingdom.”
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Revelation 20:4, 6

“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 
judgment was committed to them. Then I saw 
the souls of those who had been beheaded for 
their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, 
who had not worshiped the beast or his image, 
and had not received his mark on their foreheads 
or on their hands. And they lived and reigned 
with Christ for a thousand years.” “Blessed and 
holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. 
Over such the second death has no power, but 
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 
shall reign with Him a thousand years.”

1 Corinthians 6:2, 3

“Do you not know that the saints will judge the 
world? And if the world will be judged by you, 
are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 
Do you not know that we shall judge angels? 
How much more, things that pertain to this life?”

Jude 6

“And the angels who did not keep their proper 
domain, but left their own abode, He has 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness 
for the judgment of the great day.”
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Great Controversy, 660, 661

“During the thousand years between the first 
and the second resurrection the judgment of 
the wicked takes place. The apostle Paul points 
to this judgment as an event that follows the 
second advent. ‘Judge nothing before the time, 
until the Lord come, who both will bring to 
light the hidden things of darkness, and will 
make manifest the counsels of the hearts.’ 1 
Corinthians 4:5. Daniel declares that when the 
Ancient of Days came, ‘judgment was given 
to the saints of the Most High.’ Daniel 7:22. 
At this time the righteous reign as kings and 
priests unto God. John in the Revelation says: 
‘I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them.’ ‘They shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with Him a thousand years.’ Revelation 20:4, 6. 
It is at this time that, as foretold by Paul, ‘the 
saints shall judge the world.’ 1 Corinthians 6:2. 
In union with Christ they judge the wicked, 
comparing their acts with the statute book, the 
Bible, and deciding every case according to the 
deeds done in the body. Then the portion which 
the wicked must suffer is meted out, according 
to their works; and it is recorded against their 
names in the book of death.  
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“Satan also and evil angels are judged by Christ 
and His people. Says Paul: ‘Know ye not that 
we shall judge angels?’ [1 Corinthians 6] Verse 
3. And Jude declares that ‘the angels which kept 
not their first estate, but left their own habi-
tation, He hath reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness unto the judgment of the great 
day.’ Jude 6.”

The Execution Phase of the Judgment

Revelation 20:5

“But the rest of the dead did not live again until 
the thousand years were finished. This is the 
first resurrection.”

Isaiah 24:22

“They will be gathered together, as prisoners are 
gathered in the pit, and will be shut up in the 
prison; after many days they will be punished.”

Great Controversy, 661

“At the close of the thousand years the second 
resurrection will take place. Then the wicked 
will be raised from the dead and appear before 
God for the execution of “the judgment writ-
ten.” Thus the revelator, after describing the res-
urrection of the righteous, says: ‘The rest of the 



35The Three Angels’ Messages

dead lived not again until the thousand years 
were finished.’ Revelation 20:5. And Isaiah 
declares, concerning the wicked: ‘They shall be 
gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in 
the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and 
after many days shall they be visited.’ Isaiah 24:22.”

Revelation 20:7-9 (first part)

“Now when the thousand years have expired, 
Satan will be released from his prison and will 
go out to deceive the nations which are in the 
four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to 
gather them together to battle, whose number 
is as the sand of the sea. They went up on the 
breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp 
of the saints and the beloved city.”

Great Controversy, 662

“At the close of the thousand years, Christ again 
returns to the earth. He is accompanied by the 
host of the redeemed and attended by a retinue 
of angels. As He descends in terrific majesty 
He bids the wicked dead arise to receive their 
doom. They come forth, a mighty host, num-
berless as the sands of the sea. What a contrast 
to those who were raised at the first resurrec-
tion! The righteous were clothed with immortal 
youth and beauty. The wicked bear the traces of 
disease and death.”
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Great Controversy, 664

“Satan, the mightiest of warriors, leads the van, 
and his angels unite their forces for this final 
struggle. Kings and warriors are in his train, and 
the multitudes follow in vast companies, each 
under its appointed leader. With military preci-
sion the serried ranks advance over the earth’s 
broken and uneven surface to the City of God. 
By command of Jesus, the gates of the New 
Jerusalem are closed, and the armies of Satan 
surround the city and make ready for the onset.”

Revelation 20:11-13

“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away. And there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, 
standing before God, and books were opened. 
And another book was opened, which is the 
Book of Life. And the dead were judged accord-
ing to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books. The sea gave up the dead 
who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered 
up the dead who were in them. And they were 
judged, each one according to his works.”

Great Controversy, 665

“Now Christ again appears to the view of His 
enemies. Far above the city, upon a foundation 
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of burnished gold, is a throne, high and lifted 
up. Upon this throne sits the Son of God, and 
around Him are the subjects of His kingdom. 
The power and majesty of Christ no language 
can describe, no pen portray. The glory of the 
Eternal Father is enshrouding His Son. The 
brightness of His presence fills the City of God, 
and flows out beyond the gates, flooding the 
whole earth with its radiance.”

Great Controversy, 666

“In the presence of the assembled inhabitants 
of earth and heaven the final coronation of the 
Son of God takes place. And now, invested 
with supreme majesty and power, the King of 
kings pronounces sentence upon the rebels 
against His government and executes justice 
upon those who have transgressed His law 
and oppressed His people. Says the prophet 
of God: ‘I saw a great white throne, and Him 
that sat on it, from whose face the earth and 
the heaven fled away; and there was found no 
place for them. And I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened: and another book was opened, which 
is the book of life: and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in the books, 
according to their works.’ Revelation 20:11, 12.”
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Revelation 20:9 (last part), 14, 15, 10

“And fire came down from God out of heaven 
and devoured them.” “Then Death and Hades 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. And anyone not found written in the 
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” “The 
devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake 
of fire and brimstone where the beast and the 
false prophet are. And they will be tormented 
day and night forever and ever.”

Malachi 4:1

“ ‘For behold, the day is coming, burning like an 
oven, and all the proud, yes, all who do wick-
edly will be stubble. And the day which is com-
ing shall burn them up,’ says the Lord of hosts, 
‘That will leave them neither root nor branch.’ ”

2 Peter 3:10

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night, in which the heavens will pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements will melt 
with fervent heat; both the earth and the works 
that are in it will be burned up.”

Isaiah 34:8

“For it is the day of the Lord’s vengeance, the 
year of recompense for the cause of Zion.”
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Great Controversy, 672, 673

“Fire comes down from God out of heaven. The 
earth is broken up. The weapons concealed in 
its depths are drawn forth. Devouring flames 
burst from every yawning chasm. The very rocks 
are on fire. The day has come that shall burn as 
an oven. The elements melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also, and the works that are therein 
are burned up. Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10. The 
earth’s surface seems one molten mass—a vast, 
seething lake of fire. It is the time of the judg-
ment and perdition of ungodly men—‘the day 
of the Lord’s vengeance, and the year of recom-
penses for the controversy of Zion.’ Isaiah 34:8.”

The Second Angel’s Message

Revelation 14:8

“And another angel followed, saying, ‘Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has 
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath 
of her fornication.’ ”

Ezekiel 16:13-15, 32 

“ ‘Thus you were adorned with gold and silver, 
and your clothing was of fine linen, silk, and 
embroidered cloth. You ate pastry of fine flour, 
honey, and oil. You were exceedingly beautiful, 
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and succeeded to royalty. 14 Your fame went 
out among the nations because of your beauty, 
for it was perfect through My splendor which I 
had bestowed on you,’ says the Lord God. ‘But 
you trusted in your own beauty, played the har-
lot because of your fame, and poured out your 
harlotry on everyone passing by who would 
have it.” “You are an adulterous wife, who takes 
strangers instead of her husband.’ ”

Jeremiah 3:20

“ ‘Surely, as a wife treacherously departs from 
her husband, so have you dealt treacherously 
with Me, O house of Israel,’ says the Lord.”

Jeremiah 51:7, 8

“Babylon was a golden cup in the Lord’s hand, 
that made all the earth drunk. The nations 
drank her wine; therefore the nations are 
deranged. Babylon has suddenly fallen and 
been destroyed. Wail for her! Take balm for her 
pain; perhaps she may be healed.”

Revelation 17:1-6, 18 

“Then one of the seven angels who had the 
seven bowls came and talked with me, saying 
to me, ‘Come, I will show you the judgment of 
the great harlot who sits on many waters, with 
whom the kings of the earth committed for-
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nication, and the inhabitants of the earth were 
made drunk with the wine of her fornication.’ 
So he carried me away in the Spirit into the 
wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a 
scarlet beast which was full of names of blas-
phemy, having seven heads and ten horns. The 
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 
adorned with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of 
abominations and the filthiness of her fornica-
tion. And on her forehead a name was written: 
mystery, Babylon the great, the mother 
of harlots and of the abominations of 
the earth. I saw the woman, drunk with the 
blood of the saints and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I mar-
veled with great amazement.” “And the woman 
whom you saw is that great city which reigns 
over the kings of the earth.”

Great Controversy, 381

“In Revelation 14 the first angel is followed by a 
second proclaiming: ‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen, 
that great city, because she made all nations 
drink of the wine of the wrath of her forni-
cation.’ Revelation 14:8. The term ‘Babylon’ is 
derived from ‘Babel,’ and signifies confusion. It 
is employed in Scripture to designate the vari-
ous forms of false or apostate religion. In Reve-
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lation 17 Babylon is represented as a woman—
a figure which is used in the Bible as the symbol 
of a church, a virtuous woman representing a 
pure church, a vile woman an apostate church.”

Great Controversy, 382, 383

“Babylon is said to be ‘the mother of harlots [Rev-
elation17:5].’ By her daughters must be symbol-
ized churches that cling to her doctrines and 
traditions, and follow her example of sacrificing 
the truth and the approval of God, in order to 
form an unlawful alliance with the world. The 
message of Revelation 14, announcing the fall 
of Babylon must apply to religious bodies that 
were once pure and have become corrupt.”

Great Controversy, 389

“The second angel’s message of Revelation 14 
was first preached in the summer of 1844, and 
it then had a more direct application to the 
churches of the United States, where the warn-
ing of the judgment had been most widely pro-
claimed and most generally rejected, and where 
the declension in the churches had been most 
rapid. But the message of the second angel 
did not reach its complete fulfillment in 1844. 
The churches then experienced a moral fall, in 
consequence of their refusal of the light of the 
advent message; but that fall was not complete.”
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1 Timothy 3:15

“But if I am delayed, I write so that you may 
know how you ought to conduct yourself in the 
house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”

Great Controversy, 376

“As his [William Miller’s] work tended to build 
up the churches, it was for a time regarded 
with favor. But as ministers and religious lead-
ers decided against the advent doctrine and 
desired to suppress all agitation of the subject, 
they not only opposed it from the pulpit, but 
denied their members the privilege of attend-
ing preaching upon the second advent, or even 
of speaking of their hope in the social meetings 
of the church. Thus the believers found them-
selves in a position of great trial and perplexity. 
They loved their churches and were loath to sep-
arate from them; but as they saw the testimony 
of God’s word suppressed and their right to 
investigate the prophecies denied they felt that 
loyalty to God forbade them to submit. Those 
who sought to shut out the testimony of God’s 
word they could not regard as constituting the 
church of Christ, ‘the pillar and ground of the 
truth [1 Timothy 3:15].’ Hence they felt them-
selves justified in separating from their former 
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connection. In the summer of 1844 about fifty 
thousand withdrew from the churches.”

Isaiah 29:9, 10, 13

“Pause and wonder! Blind yourselves and be 
blind! They are drunk, but not with wine; they 
stagger, but not with intoxicating drink. For 
the Lord has poured out on you the spirit of 
deep sleep, and has closed your eyes, namely, 
the prophets; and He has covered your heads, 
namely, the seers.” “Inasmuch as these people 
draw near with their mouths and honor Me 
with their lips, but have removed their hearts 
far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught 
by the commandment of men.”

Micah 3:5-7

“Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets 
who make my people stray; who chant ‘Peace’ 
while they chew with their teeth, but who pre-
pare war against him who puts nothing into 
their mouths: therefore you shall have night 
without vision, and you shall have darkness 
without divination; the sun shall go down on 
the prophets, and the day shall be dark for them. 
So the seers shall be ashamed, and the diviners 
abashed; indeed they shall all cover their lips; 
for there is no answer from God.”
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The Third Angel’s Message 
The Warning 

Revelation 14:9-11

“Then a third angel followed them, saying with 
a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and 
his image, and receives his mark on his forehead 
or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of 
the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured 
out full strength into the cup of His indigna-
tion. He shall be tormented with fire and brim-
stone in the presence of the holy angels and 
in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke 
of their torment ascends forever and ever; and 
they have no rest day or night, who worship the 
beast and his image, and whoever receives the 
mark of his name.’ ”

Great Controversy, 438

“In contrast to those who keep the command-
ments of God and have the faith of Jesus, the 
third angel points to another class, against 
whose errors a solemn and fearful warning is 
uttered: ‘If any man worship the beast and his 
image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or 
in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of 
the wrath of God.’ Revelation 14:9, 10. A correct 
interpretation of the symbols employed is neces-
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sary to an understanding of this message. What 
is represented by the beast, the image, the mark?”

What is represented by the beast?

Revelation 12:9

“So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent 
of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives 
the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and 
his angels were cast out with him.”

Revelation 13:1-10

“Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And 
I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having 
seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns 
ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous 
name. Now the beast which I saw was like a 
leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, 
and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The 
dragon gave him his power, his throne, and 
great authority. And I saw one of his heads as if 
it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly 
wound was healed. And all the world marveled 
and followed the beast. So they worshiped the 
dragon who gave authority to the beast; and 
they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like 
the beast? Who is able to make war with him?’
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“And he was given a mouth speaking great things 
and blasphemies, and he was given authority to 
continue for forty-two months. Then he opened 
his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blas-
pheme His name, His tabernacle, and those 
who dwell in heaven. It was granted to him 
to make war with the saints and to overcome 
them. And authority was given him over every 
tribe, tongue, and nation. All who dwell on the 
earth will worship him, whose names have not 
been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world. 

“If anyone has an ear, let him hear. He who 
leads into captivity shall go into captivity; he 
who kills with the sword must be killed with 
the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of 
the saints.”

Great Controversy, 438, 439

“The line of prophecy in which these symbols 
are found begins with Revelation 12, with the 
dragon that sought to destroy Christ at His 
birth. The dragon is said to be Satan (Revela-
tion 12:9); he it was that moved upon Herod to 
put the Saviour to death. But the chief agent of 
Satan in making war upon Christ and His peo-
ple during the first centuries of the Christian 
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Era was the Roman Empire, in which pagan-
ism was the prevailing religion. Thus while the 
dragon, primarily, represents Satan, it is, in a 
secondary sense, a symbol of pagan Rome. 

“In chapter 13 (verses 1-10) is described another 
beast, ‘like unto a leopard,’ to which the dragon 
gave ‘his power, and his seat, and great authority.’ 
This symbol, as most Protestants have believed, 
represents the papacy, which succeeded to the 
power and seat and authority once held by the 
ancient Roman empire. Of the leopardlike 
beast it is declared: ‘There was given unto him 
a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies. 

… And he opened his mouth in blasphemy 
against God, to blaspheme His name, and His 
tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. And 
it was given unto him to make war with the 
saints, and to overcome them: and power was 
given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and 
nations.’ This prophecy, which is nearly iden-
tical with the description of the little horn of 
Daniel 7, unquestionably points to the papacy.”
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What is represented by the image?

Revelation 13:11

“Then I saw another beast coming up out of the 
earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and 
spoke like a dragon.”

Revelation 17:15

“Then he said to me, ‘The waters which you saw, 
where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, 
nations, and tongues.’ ”

Great Controversy, 440

“But the beast with lamblike horns was seen 
‘coming up out of the earth [Revelation 13:11].’ 
Instead of overthrowing other powers to estab-
lish itself, the nation thus represented must 
arise in territory previously unoccupied and 
grow up gradually and peacefully. It could not, 
then, arise among the crowded and struggling 
nationalities of the Old World—that turbulent 
sea of ‘peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues [Revelation 17:15].’ It must be sought 
in the Western Continent.  

“What nation of the New World was in 1798 
rising into power, giving promise of strength 
and greatness, and attracting the attention 
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of the world? The application of the symbol 
admits of no question. One nation, and only 
one, meets the specifications of this prophecy; 
it points unmistakably to the United States of 
America.”

Revelation 13:16, 17

“He causes all, both small and great, rich and 
poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their 
right hand or on their foreheads and that no 
one may buy or sell except one who has the 
mark or the name of the beast, or the number 
of his name.”

Great Controversy, 445

“When the leading churches of the United 
States, uniting upon such points of doctrine as 
are held by them in common, shall influence 
the state to enforce their decrees and to sustain 
their institutions, then Protestant America will 
have formed an image of the Roman hierarchy, 
and the infliction of civil penalties upon dis-
senters will inevitably result.   

“The beast with two horns ‘causeth [commands] 
all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, 
or in their foreheads: and that no man might 
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buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the 
name of the beast, or the number of his name.’ 
Revelation 13:16, 17. The third angel’s warning 
is: ‘If any man worship the beast and his image, 
and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his 
hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God [Revelation 14:9, 10].’ ‘The beast’ 
mentioned in this message, whose worship is 
enforced by the two-horned beast, is the first, 
or leopardlike beast of Revelation 13— the 
papacy. The ‘image to the beast’ represents that 
form of apostate Protestantism which will be 
developed when the Protestant churches shall 
seek the aid of the civil power for the enforce-
ment of their dogmas.”

What is represented by the mark?

Daniel 7:25

“He shall speak pompous words against the 
Most High, shall persecute the saints of the 
Most High, and shall intend to change times 
and law. Then the saints shall be given into his 
hand for a time and times and half a time.”

2 Thessalonians 2:3

“Let no one deceive you by any means; for that 
Day will not come unless the falling away 
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comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the 
son of perdition.”

Great Controversy, 446

“The special characteristic of the beast, and 
therefore of his image, is the breaking of God’s 
commandments. Says Daniel, of the little horn, 
the papacy: ‘He shall think to change times and 
the law.’ Daniel 7:25, R.V. And Paul styled the 
same power the ‘man of sin [2 Thessalonians 
2:3],’ who was to exalt himself above God. One 
prophecy is a complement of the other. Only 
by changing God’s law could the papacy exalt 
itself above God; whoever should understand-
ingly keep the law as thus changed would be 
giving supreme honor to that power by which 
the change was made. Such an act of obedience 
to papal laws would be a mark of allegiance to 
the pope in the place of God.  

“The papacy has attempted to change the law 
of God. The second commandment, forbidding 
image worship, has been dropped from the 
law, and the fourth commandment has been 
so changed as to authorize the observance of 
the first instead of the seventh day as the Sab-
bath. But papists urge, as a reason for omitting 
the second commandment, that it is unneces-
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sary, being included in the first, and that they 
are giving the law exactly as God designed it to 
be understood. This cannot be the change fore-
told by the prophet. An intentional, deliberate 
change is presented: ‘He shall think to change 
the times and the law [Daniel 7:25].’ The 
change in the fourth commandment exactly 
fulfills the prophecy. For this the only authority 
claimed is that of the church. Here the papal 
power openly sets itself above God.”

Great Controversy, 449, 450

“But when Sunday observance shall be enforced 
by law, and the world shall be enlightened con-
cerning the obligation of the true Sabbath, then 
whoever shall transgress the command of God, 
to obey a precept which has no higher author-
ity than that of Rome, will thereby honor pop-
ery above God. He is paying homage to Rome 
and to the power which enforces the institution 
ordained by Rome. He is worshiping the beast 
and his image. As men then reject the institu-
tion which God has declared to be the sign of 
His authority, and honor in its stead that which 
Rome has chosen as the token of her supremacy, 
they will thereby accept the sign of allegiance 
to Rome—‘the mark of the beast.’ And it is 
not until the issue is thus plainly set before the 
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people, and they are brought to choose between 
the commandments of God and the command-
ments of men, that those who continue in 
transgression will receive ‘the mark of the beast.’

“The most fearful threatening ever addressed to 
mortals is contained in the third angel’s mes-
sage. That must be a terrible sin which calls 
down the wrath of God unmingled with mercy. 
Men are not to be left in darkness concerning 
this important matter; the warning against this 
sin is to be given to the world before the visi-
tation of God’s judgments, that all may know 
why they are to be inflicted, and have oppor-
tunity to escape them. Prophecy declares that 
the first angel would make his announcement 
to ‘every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people [Revelation 14:6].’ The warning of the 
third angel, which forms a part of the same 
threefold message, is to be no less widespread. 
It is represented in the prophecy as being pro-
claimed with a loud voice, by an angel flying in 
the midst of heaven; and it will command the 
attention of the world.”

Signs of the Times, November 8, 1899

“The change of the Sabbath is a sign or mark 
of the authority of the Romish Church. Those 
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who, understanding the claims of the fourth 
commandment, choose to observe the false sab-
bath in the place of the true, are thereby pay-
ing homage to that power by which alone it is 
commanded. The mark of the beast is the papal 
sabbath, which has been accepted by the world 
in the place of the day of God’s appointment.”

The Third Angel’s Message 
The Answer 

Revelation 14:12

“Here is the patience of the saints; here are those 
who keep the commandments of God and the 
faith of Jesus.”

Selected Messages Book 3, 172

“The third angel’s message is the proclamation  
of the commandments of God and the faith 
of Jesus Christ. The commandments of God 
have been proclaimed, but the faith of Jesus 
Christ has not been proclaimed by Seventh-day 
Adventists as of equal importance, the law and 
the gospel going hand in hand. I cannot find 
language to express this subject in its fullness. 

“ ‘The faith of Jesus.’ It is talked of, but not 
understood. What constitutes the faith of 
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Jesus, that belongs to the third angel’s message? 
Jesus becoming our sin-bearer that He might 
become our sin-pardoning Saviour. He was 
treated as we deserve to be treated. He came to 
our world and took our sins that we might take 
His righteousness. And faith in the ability of 
Christ to save us amply and fully and entirely is 
the faith of Jesus.” 

Revelation 11:19

“Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, 
and the ark of His covenant was seen in His 
temple. And there were lightnings, noises, 
thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail.”

Revelation 12:17

“And the dragon was enraged with the woman, 
and he went to make war with the rest of her 
offspring, who keep the commandments of 
God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

Revelation 19:10

“And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he 
said to me, ‘See that you do not do that! I am 
your fellow servant, and of your brethren who 
have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For 
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’ ”
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Early Writings, 254

“As the ministration of Jesus closed in the holy 
place, and He passed into the holiest, and stood 
before the ark containing the law of God, He 
sent another mighty angel with a third message 
to the world. A parchment was placed in the 
angel’s hand, and as he descended to the earth 
in power and majesty, he proclaimed a fearful 
warning, with the most terrible threatening 
ever borne to man. This message was designed 
to put the children of God upon their guard, 
by showing them the hour of temptation and 
anguish that was before them. Said the angel, 
‘They will be brought into close combat with 
the beast and his image. Their only hope of 
eternal life is to remain steadfast. Although 
their lives are at stake, they must hold fast 
the truth.’ The third angel closes his message 
thus: ‘Here is the patience of the saints: here 
are they that keep the commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jesus [Revelation 14:12].’ As he 
repeated these words, he pointed to the heav-
enly sanctuary. The minds of all who embrace 
this message are directed to the most holy place, 
where Jesus stands before the ark, making His 
final intercession for all those for whom mercy 
still lingers and for those who have ignorantly 
broken the law of God.”
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Early Writings, 254, 255

“After Jesus opened the door of the most holy, 
the light of the Sabbath was seen, and the 
people of God were tested, as the children of 
Israel were tested anciently, to see if they would 
keep God’s law. I saw the third angel pointing 
upward, showing the disappointed ones the 
way to the holiest of the heavenly sanctuary. 
As they by faith enter the most holy, they find 
Jesus, and hope and joy spring up anew. I saw 
them looking back, reviewing the past, from 
the proclamation of the second advent of Jesus, 
down through their experience to the passing 
of the time in 1844. They see their disappoint-
ment explained, and joy and certainty again 
animate them. The third angel has lighted up 
the past, the present, and the future, and they 
know that God has indeed led them by His 
mysterious providence. 

“It was represented to me that the remnant fol-
lowed Jesus into the most holy place and beheld 
the ark and the mercy seat, and were captivated 
with their glory.”

Early Writings, 256

“Many who embraced the third message had 
not had an experience in the two former mes-
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sages. Satan understood this, and his evil eye 
was upon them to overthrow them; but the 
third angel was pointing them to the most holy 
place, and those who had had an experience 
in the past messages were pointing them the 
way to the heavenly sanctuary. Many saw the 
perfect chain of truth in the angels’ messages, 
and gladly received them in their order, and fol-
lowed Jesus by faith into the heavenly sanctuary. 
These messages were represented to me as an 
anchor to the people of God. Those who under-
stand and receive them will be kept from being 
swept away by the many delusions of Satan.”

Early Writings, 258, 259

“I saw a company who stood well guarded and 
firm, giving no countenance to those who 
would unsettle the established faith of the body. 
God looked upon them with approbation. I was 
shown three steps—the first, second, and third 
angels’ messages. Said my accompanying angel, 
‘Woe to him who shall move a block or stir a 
pin of these messages. The true understanding 
of these messages is of vital importance. The 
destiny of souls hangs upon the manner in 
which they are received.’ I was again brought 
down through these messages, and saw how 
dearly the people of God had purchased their 
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experience. It had been obtained through much 
suffering and severe conflict. God had led them 
along step by step, until He had placed them 
upon a solid, immovable platform.”

Early Writings, 259

“Satan led on those who rejected the message 
of John [the Baptist] to go still farther, to reject 
and crucify Christ. In doing this they placed 
themselves where they could not receive the 
blessing on the day of Pentecost, which would 
have taught them the way into the heavenly 
sanctuary.”

Early Writings, 260

“The great Sacrifice had been offered and had 
been accepted, and the Holy Spirit which 
descended on the day of Pentecost carried the 
minds of the disciples from the earthly sanctu-
ary to the heavenly, where Jesus had entered by 
His own blood, to shed upon His disciples the 
benefits of His atonement. But the Jews were 
left in total darkness. They lost all the light 
which they might have had upon the plan of 
salvation, and still trusted in their useless sacri-
fices and offerings. The heavenly sanctuary had 
taken the place of the earthly, yet they had no 
knowledge of the change. Therefore they could 
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not be benefited by the mediation of Christ in 
the holy place.”

Early Writings, 260, 261

“Those who rejected the first [angel’s] message 
could not be benefited by the second; neither 
were they benefited by the midnight cry, which 
was to prepare them to enter with Jesus by faith 
into the most holy place of the heavenly sanctu-
ary. And by rejecting the two former messages, 
they have so darkened their understanding that 
they can see no light in the third angel’s mes-
sage, which shows the way into the most holy 
place. I saw that as the Jews crucified Jesus, so 
the nominal churches had crucified these mes-
sages, and therefore they have no knowledge 
of the way into the most holy, and they can-
not be benefited by the intercession of Jesus 
there. Like the Jews, who offered their useless 
sacrifices, they offer up their useless prayers to 
the apartment which Jesus has left; and Satan, 
pleased with the deception, assumes a religious 
character, and leads the minds of these pro-
fessed Christians to himself, working with his 
power, his signs and lying wonders, to fasten 
them in his snare.”



62 Foundation and Pillars of the Christian Faith

Early Writings, 261

“Satan deceives some with Spiritualism. He 
also comes as an angel of light [2 Corinthians 
11:14] and spreads his influence over the land 
by means of false reformations. The churches 
are elated, and consider that God is working 
marvelously for them, when it is the work of 
another spirit. The excitement will die away and 
leave the world and the church in a worse con-
dition than before.  

“I saw that God has honest children among the 
nominal Adventists and the fallen churches, 
and before the plagues shall be poured out, 
ministers and people will be called out from 
these churches and will gladly receive the truth. 
Satan knows this; and before the loud cry of 
the third angel is given, he raises an excitement 
in these religious bodies, that those who have 
rejected the truth may think that God is with 
them. He hopes to deceive the honest and lead 
them to think that God is still working for the 
churches.”

Great Controversy, 613

“When the third angel’s message closes, mercy 
no longer pleads for the guilty inhabitants of 
the earth.”
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Great Controversy, 594

“The death of Jesus as fully destroyed their [the 
disciples’] hopes as if He had not forewarned 
them. So in the prophecies the future is opened 
before us as plainly as it was opened to the 
disciples by the words of Christ. The events 
connected with the close of probation and the 
work of preparation for the time of trouble, are 
clearly presented. But multitudes have no more 
understanding of these important truths than if 
they had never been revealed. Satan watches to 
catch away every impression that would make 
them wise unto salvation, and the time of trou-
ble will find them unready. 

“When God sends to men warnings so impor-
tant that they are represented as proclaimed by 
holy angels flying in the midst of heaven, He 
requires every person endowed with reason-
ing powers to heed the message. The fearful 
judgments denounced against the worship of 
the beast and his image (Revelation 14:9-11), 
should lead all to a diligent study of the proph-
ecies to learn what the mark of the beast is, and 
how they are to avoid receiving it.”
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The Loud Cry of the Third Angel

Revelation 18:1-4

“After these things I saw another angel coming 
down from heaven, having great authority, and 
the earth was illuminated with his glory. And he 
cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, ‘Baby-
lon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a 
dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul 
spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated 
bird! For all the nations have drunk of the wine 
of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication with her, and 
the merchants of the earth have become rich 
through the abundance of her luxury.’ 

“And I heard another voice from heaven saying, 
‘Come out of her, my people, lest you share in 
her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.’ ”

Great Controversy, 603

“ ‘I saw another angel come down from heaven, 
having great power; and the earth was light-
ened with his glory. And he cried mightily 
with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great 
is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation 
of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and 
a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.’ ‘And I 
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heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come 
out of her, My people, that ye be not partak-
ers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues.’ Revelation 18:1, 2, 4. 

“This scripture points forward to a time when 
the announcement of the fall of Babylon, as 
made by the second angel of Revelation 14 
(verse 8), is to be repeated, with the additional 
mention of the corruptions which have been 
entering the various organizations that consti-
tute Babylon, since that message was first given, 
in the summer of 1844.”

Great Controversy, 604

“God still has a people in Babylon; and before 
the visitation of His judgments these faith-
ful ones must be called out, that they partake 
not of her sins and ‘receive not of her plagues 
[Revelation 18:4].’ Hence the movement sym-
bolized by the angel coming down from heaven, 
lightening the earth with his glory and crying 
mightily with a strong voice, announcing the 
sins of Babylon. In connection with his message 
the call is heard: ‘Come out of her, My people 
[Revelation 18:4].’ These announcements, unit-
ing with the third angel’s message, constitute 
the final warning to be given to the inhabitants 
of the earth.”
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2 Thessalonians 2:10-12

“And with all unrighteous deception among 
those who perish, because they did not receive 
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
And for this reason God will send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe the lie, that 
they all may be condemned who did not believe 
the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”

Review and Herald, December 18, 1888

“Satan came as an angel of light in the wilder-
ness of temptation to deceive Christ; and he 
does not come to man in a hideous form, as he is 
sometimes represented, but as an angel of light. 
He will come personating Jesus Christ, working 
mighty miracles; and men will fall down and 
worship him as Jesus Christ. We shall be com-
manded to worship this being, whom the world 
will glorify as Christ. What shall we do?—Tell 
them that Christ has warned us against just 
such a foe, who is man’s worst enemy, yet who 
claims to be God; and that when Christ shall 
make his appearance, it will be with power and 
great glory, accompanied by ten thousand times 
ten thousand angels and thousands of thou-
sands; and that when he shall come, we shall 
know his voice.”
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Revelation 1:13-15

“And in the midst of the seven lampstands One 
like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment 
down to the feet and girded about the chest 
with a golden band. His head and hair were 
white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes 
like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, 
as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the 
sound of many waters.”

Great Controversy, 624

“As the crowning act in the great drama of 
deception, Satan himself will personate Christ. 
The church has long professed to look to the 
Saviour’s advent as the consummation of her 
hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it 
appear that Christ has come. In different parts 
of the earth, Satan will manifest himself among 
men as a majestic being of dazzling brightness, 
resembling the description of the Son of God 
given by John in the Revelation. Revelation 
1:13-15. The glory that surrounds him is unsur-
passed by anything that mortal eyes have yet 
beheld. The shout of triumph rings out upon 
the air: ‘Christ has come! Christ has come!’  The 
people prostrate themselves in adoration before 
him, while he lifts up his hands and pronounces 
a blessing upon them, as Christ blessed His dis-



68 Foundation and Pillars of the Christian Faith

ciples when He was upon the earth. His voice is 
soft and subdued, yet full of melody. In gentle, 
compassionate tones he presents some of the 
same gracious, heavenly truths which the Sav-
iour uttered; he heals the diseases of the people, 
and then, in his assumed character of Christ, he 
claims to have changed the Sabbath to Sunday, 
and commands all to hallow the day which he 
has blessed. He declares that those who persist 
in keeping holy the seventh day are blasphem-
ing his name by refusing to listen to his angels 
sent to them with light and truth. This is the 
strong, almost overmastering delusion.”

Great Controversy, 390

“Revelation 18 points to the time when, as the 
result of rejecting the threefold warning of 
Revelation 14:6-12, the church will have fully 
reached the condition foretold by the second 
angel, and the people of God still in Babylon 
will be called upon to separate from her com-
munion. This message is the last that will ever 
be given to the world; and it will accomplish its 
work. When those that ‘believed not the truth, 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness’ (2 Thes-
salonians 2:12), shall be left to receive strong 
delusion and to believe a lie, then the light 
of truth will shine upon all whose hearts are 
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open to receive it, and all the children of the 
Lord that remain in Babylon will heed the call: 
‘Come out of her, My people’ (Revelation 18:4).”

Hosea 6:3

“Let us know, let us pursue the knowledge of 
the Lord. His going forth is established as the 
morning; He will come to us like the rain, like 
the latter and former rain to the earth.”

Great Controversy, 611

“The angel who unites in the proclamation of 
the third angel’s message is to lighten the whole 
earth with his glory. A work of world-wide 
extent and unwonted power is here foretold. 
The advent movement of 1840-44 was a glori-
ous manifestation of the power of God; the first 
angel’s message was carried to every mission-
ary station in the world, and in some countries 
there was the greatest religious interest which 
has been witnessed in any land since the Ref-
ormation of the sixteenth century; but these are 
to be exceeded by the mighty movement under 
the last warning of the third angel.

“The work will be similar to that of the Day of 
Pentecost. As the ‘former rain’ was given, in the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the opening of 
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the gospel, to cause the upspringing of the pre-
cious seed, so the ‘latter rain’ will be given at its 
close for the ripening of the harvest. ‘Then shall 
we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: His 
going forth is prepared as the morning; and He 
shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and 
former rain unto the earth.’ Hosea 6:3.”

Early Writings, 277-279

“I saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven, 
descending to the earth, and again ascending 
to heaven, preparing for the fulfillment of some 
important event. Then I saw another mighty 
angel commissioned to descend to the earth, to 
unite his voice with the third angel, and give 
power and force to his message. Great power 
and glory were imparted to the angel, and as 
he descended, the earth was lightened with his 
glory. The light which attended this angel pen-
etrated everywhere, as he cried mightily, with 
a strong voice, ‘Babylon the great is fallen, is 
fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, 
and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage 
of every unclean and hateful bird [Revelation 
18:2].’ The message of the fall of Babylon, as 
given by the second angel, is repeated, with the 
additional mention of the corruptions which 
have been entering the churches since 1844. 



71The Three Angels’ Messages

The work of this angel comes in at the right 
time to join in the last great work of the third 
angel’s message as it swells to a loud cry. And 
the people of God are thus prepared to stand 
in the hour of temptation, which they are soon 
to meet. I saw a great light resting upon them, 
and they united to fearlessly proclaim the third 
angel’s message.  

“Angels were sent to aid the mighty angel from 
heaven, and I heard voices which seemed to 
sound everywhere, ‘Come out of her, My peo-
ple, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that 
ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have 
reached unto heaven, and God hath remem-
bered her iniquities [Revelation 18:4].’ This 
message seemed to be an addition to the third 
message, joining it as the midnight cry joined 
the second angel’s message in 1844. The glory 
of God rested upon the patient, waiting saints, 
and they fearlessly gave the last solemn warn-
ing, proclaiming the fall of Babylon and calling 
upon God’s people to come out of her that they 
might escape her fearful doom.  

“The light that was shed upon the waiting 
ones penetrated everywhere, and those in the 
churches who had any light, who had not heard 
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and rejected the three messages, obeyed the call 
and left the fallen churches. Many had come 
to years of accountability since these messages 
had been given, and the light shone upon them, 
and they were privileged to choose life or death. 
Some chose life and took their stand with those 
who were looking for their Lord and keeping 
all His commandments. The third message was 
to do its work; all were to be tested upon it, and 
the precious ones were to be called out from the 
religious bodies. A compelling power moved 
the honest, while the manifestation of the 
power of God brought a fear and restraint upon 
their unbelieving relatives and friends so that 
they dared not, neither had they the power to, 
hinder those who felt the work of the Spirit of 
God upon them. The last call was carried even 
to the poor slaves, and the pious among them 
poured forth their songs of rapturous joy at the 
prospect of their happy deliverance. Their mas-
ters could not check them; fear and astonish-
ment kept them silent. Mighty miracles were 
wrought, the sick were healed, and signs and 
wonders followed the believers. God was in the 
work, and every saint, fearless of consequences, 
followed the convictions of his own conscience 
and united with those who were keeping all the 
commandments of God; and with power they 
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sounded abroad the third message. I saw that 
this message will close with power and strength 
far exceeding the midnight cry.   

“Servants of God, endowed with power from 
on high with their faces lighted up, and shining 
with holy consecration, went forth to proclaim 
the message from heaven. Souls that were scat-
tered all through the religious bodies answered 
to the call, and the precious were hurried out of 
the doomed churches, as Lot was hurried out 
of Sodom before her destruction. God’s people 
were strengthened by the excellent glory which 
rested upon them in rich abundance and pre-
pared them to endure the hour of temptation. I 
heard everywhere a multitude of voices saying, 
‘Here is the patience of the saints: here are they 
that keep the commandments of God, and the 
faith of Jesus [Revelation 14:12].’ ”x
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Thought Questions

1. Identify two parts of the first angel’s 
message. 
 See pp 5, 12, 16, 18, 31, 33

2. What is the second angel’s message? 
When was it proclaimed? Against 
whom was it proclaimed? 
 See pp 5, 39, 41, 42 

3. Identify two parts of the third angel’s 
message. 
 See pp 5, 45, 55-57

4. To where does the third angel repeat-
edly point? 
 See pp 57-59, 61

5. What is the mark of the beast? 
 See pp 53-55, 63

6. How can you avoid receiving the mark 
of the beast? 
 See pp 64, 65, 68-73 

7. What messages or voices unite with 
the third angel’s message to make up 



the final warning for the inhabitants of 
the earth? 
 See pp 64, 65

8. How does the third angel’s message 
close? 
 See p 57  

9. How do we become saints (get sin out 
of our lives)” How only can we keep 
the commandments of God?   
 See pp 12, 16, 20, 21; Booklets #1, 3, 
and 8

10. What is the faith of the wise virgins? 
 See pp 12-30, 64, 65, 68-73; Book-
lets #1, 3, and 8 


